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Snow: Our Winter Challenge
A Guide for Valley Stream Property Owners and Residents

It’s the neighborly thing to do!
If you own property, please remember to:

• Keep the adjacent sidewalks clear of snow and ice. If you are out of town, please make arrangements for someone else
   to clear the sidewalks.

• Snow should not be shoveled or blown into the street. This creates a hazard for both the property owner and drivers.

• Residents who have catch basins in front of their homes can help by keeping ice and snow away from the openings,
   so water from melting snow can drain freely.

• If you have a fire hydrant by your property, please remove snow from the area around the hydrant for easy access in
   case of an emergency.

• Resident cooperation is essential to the success of the snow removal operations. It is very important that vehicles are
   removed from the streets. With fewer cars on the streets, snow plows can do a more effective job of clearing snow and
   ice from Valley Stream’s 90 miles of roadway. Therefore, please move your car off the street, whenever possible.

Safety:
Please instruct children to avoid snowplows. Drivers and workers are concentrating on their jobs. Young children should
not be allowed to play near the street when snow has accumulated. Snow banks make it difficult for motor vehicle and
snow plow operators to spot them. For safety reasons, the Valley Stream Highway Department crews will spray deicer
on the streets and plow in the following order: Major Arteries and roads; Secondary Streets; Dead end streets and
Cul-de-sacs. Snow plowing begins when three (3) inches of snow have fallen on the pavement.

Ice:
For people on foot, ice can be worse than snow. It can cause dangerous falls. Property owners are also responsible for
removing ice on their sidewalks. • Stock up on ice melt before the storm. • Use ice melt with Calcium Chloride or
Potassium Chloride. It’s better for the environment and only a small amount is required to melt ice. Avoid rock salt or
Sodium Chloride as it kills plants and trees. • Avoid sand. Sand makes hard ice more slippery. • Use ice melt on your
driveway entrance and sidewalks early and often to prevent snow packing down and forming into ice. 

Important:
Vehicles left on the street during a snow 
storm will be issued a summons and towed 
at the owners expense

Please don’t take it personally.
Often the Dept. of Public Works plows snow back 
into your driveway. Pushing snow into a driveway 
opening or along a car parked on the street is really
unavoidable as we work to keep streets passable
during all stages of a storm.

In the event of a Snow 
Emergency, information 
can be obtained from 
the Village’s Emergency 
Management Advisory 
Radio System.

AM 1620


