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SMI Smith, John, 1904-
Interview with John Smith / interviewed by Hans
Karpman. - Valley Stream Historical Society,
February 1, 1988.
1 cassette.
NOTE: Mr. Smith talked about his music career in
Valley Stream, including topics such as the Harmonica
Band, the Marching Band, the Community Band, the
Summer Music Program, V.S.H.S. Annual Music Festival,
etc.

1. Smith, John, 1904- . 2. Valley Stream (N.Y.) -

History. |. Valley Stream Historical Society. |II.
Karpman, Hans.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:

1. Outline of Interview - Prepared by Helen Dowdeswell.
2. Transcript of the Interview - Handwritten by John Smith.

3. Photograph of John Smith, Indian River, Melbourne, FL,
February 10, 1988. *

4, Newspaper clipping of John Sm ith and his wife, Ruth,
regarding the celebration of their 60th wedding
anniversary, Maileader, 198~ ?.

5. Newspaper article entitled, "Mr. Music Calls It A Concert,"

by Bernard Rabin, Sunday News, Sunday, October 5, 1969,
Section Two, p. 1, 88.

*0riginal photograph is filed in the Valley Stream Historical
Photograph Collection.
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Pr., John Smith
Intrccdugtion
Blank
Vital statistics ‘
Homes in Valley Stresar
Music at Central
Harmonica Band
Marching Band - Arthur Fare, Al Bergesen, Charies Wood
New Central H,.8. builéding - shortcomings for musle prcgranm
Daughters dern )
Successes in '30's and '4O's- programs played in New York area
WWII send-off for V.S. draftees
Baton twirling
Cutstanding ;;ople- Harry Oross, Richsrd Udell, Arthur Fare,
Henry Waldinger
Changes in Valley Btream
Proud memories- Elementary school program, Comrunity Band, V.S.
Bandshell, Summer Music Frogram, Vv.S.H.S8. Anpual Music Festival,
Honorary Doetor of Musie Segree
Depression yeare ]
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JOHN SMITH, INDIAN RIVER, MELBOURNE, FL, FEBRUARY 10, 1988.



JOHN M. SMITH, former music teacher
at Valley Stream Central High School,
and for whom the village bandshell is
named, celebrated his 83rd birthday on
August 15. Smith, and his wife Ruth, 81,
celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary on Sept. 1. They are living “a con-
tent and happy life spending the winter
in Florida and the summer months in the
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains in |
Waestern North Carolina,” according to a
letter he sent recently to the Central
High Alumni Association. He is in his
17th year of retirement, enjoying twin
daughters, nine grandchildren and ten
great grandchildren. ]

* K &

o e =

ot A

- ey

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING OF JOHN SMITH AND HIS WIFE, RUTH, REGARDING THE
CELEBRATION OF THEIR 60th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY, MAILEADER, 198-7



Mr. Music
Calls It
A Concert

‘By BERNARD RABIN
On a warm Tuesday evening a few weeks -
ago, several thousand listeners crowding around
the bandshell of the Valley Stream Green
clapped, whistled and cheered at the end of a
song that had never before been presented pub- I

licly and probably won’t ever be again.
The music would have fallen flat in Philharmonic |

]-Iall, but the lyrics obvionsly.struck -a speciel chord
the listeners. "
“Who's the leader of the baud? '
“lle’s spry, he’s frisky, i
“We thl,nL he’s mfty,

( Conn'nued on Back Page)

The Smiths look over Their songbook

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ENTITLED, "MR MUSIC CALLS IT A CONCERT," BY BERNARD RABIN, SUNDAY NEWS, SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 5, 1969, SECTION TWO, PAGE 1, 88.
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Valley Stream’s ‘Mr. .Music” Calls It a Conce.

B Dr. Smith Plans
o Take It Easy

(Continued from page 1)

“Tohn M. Smith, we think you're kind of grand.”

The gentleman being gerenaded was Dr. John M.
Smilh, 65, the coordinator of music for the Valley
Stream Central High School District.

He's a Mr. Music

His impending retirement had just been announced —

it went through last week, bringing to a close a 41-
veur eareer as Mr. Music. )
ToSmilh leves mueh to be remembered by, The very
tradition of Tuesday evening summertime concerts in
Valley Strean was built by him; the music floating up
from the greensward came from singers and instru-
_mentalists taught by him—a-eouple of generations of
Uhenie, LT basidsheli, which might never have existed
without him, was named the John M. Smith Bandshell
al his retirement.

In 1928, when he and his bride, Ruth, arrlved from
{he litlle town of Catasauqua, Pa., music as a school
activily for youngslers was nonexistent and looked on
with some suspicion, Smith soon found out.

Valley Stream was a sleepy village of about 5,000
persons, many of them produce and dairy farmers scat-
tered in the outlying countryside. The population of the
high school district was 6,000, including those living in
North and South Valley Stream and parts of Elmont,
Franklin Square and Malverne.

No Interest in Music

The 150 students in the old frame Central High
School building at Wheeler Ave. and Rockaway Park-
way showed no interest in Smith’s new music program
until he began a house-to-house, farm-to-farm one-man
selling campaign. He finally convinced 35 kids to train
for thul first haod in T9ZR.

Smith's eredentials were a diploma from West-
choster, Pa., State College and proficiency at the elari-
net and vielin, He subsequently picked up a master's
degree in music from New York University, an hon-
ovary doctorate from the New York College of Music
awil skill in playing the trumpet, percussion, woodwind
and other instruments.

The school district now has 80,000 residents of
whom 7,000 are students in the four large modern high
schools, And more thar 4,000 of these are orchestral,
band or chora! musiciuns in school organizations under
smith's divection. The eonrdinalor, whose stafl at first
consisted only of himself and his wife, was finally
heading & 22-teacher music department, highly reputed
throughout the state and a frequent prize-winner.

Sith's unflageing enthusiasm radiated outward
through the community and in 1953, some teachers and

sdents hoean extending what had he-

Dr. Smith and the band
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pome a regular wintar series of concerts into the sum-
mer months. The first programs were given on the
high school grounds, but by the summer of 1954, it was
apparent that the space was too limited for the througs
who attended.

The village and school boards decided that a band-
shell should be built ou the newly established Village
Green.

Crowd Outgrows Facilities

The Valley Stream Community Band, made up of
former and current high school musicans, began giving
summer performances in 1955. Bleachers had been
evected, but there wera so many listeners that it was
decided they should simply spread out over the grass
on blankets or folding chairs.

Thousands are now drawn to the concerts—as many
as 10,000 have attended some programs. The song in
Smith’s honor starts: “Tuesday at the bandstand,
friends meet friends; we share a dream, that’s the
night we hurry to the green at Valley Stream.”

One of ithe more touching tributes to the musle-
makers—at least so tha legend goes—is paid by certain
motormen on the Long Island Rail Road. When their
trains pass on the line’s tracks, about 100 yards in
back of the bandshell, they slow down to lower the
noise nuisance and, perhaps, to listen. This may ex-
plain why some trains are late?

In_their retirement, Smith and his wife will keep
t_helr lifetime home, aithough they may do some travel-
ing and take up new hobbies like golf and fishing. Mrs.
Smith's  tenching  carcer stopped when  their twin
daughters were born in 1931 As givls, of course they
played in ths band, but now Mrs. Mary Anne Munch
and Mrs. Sara Mae MacNab are busy, each with four
children.

Replacing Smith as district music coordinator will

bf: a former studenf, Arthur Fare, a teacher in the.
hioh schonl.

shell named in his honor

Dr. Smith and

Lis magic violin
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