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Please note the new date and place for the 

Society’s next general membership 

meeting. 
 

Consumer 
Rights – 

Knowing Your 
Rights 

 

  Ken Heino, Nassau County Office of Consumer 

Affairs, and long-time Valley Streamer, will lecture 

on our rights as consumers.  The mission of the 

Office of Consumer Affairs is to protect the 

consumer from fraudulent business practices, 

enforce consumer legislation and support 

competitive business practices.  The Office is 

broken down into four areas – home improvement, 

retail, information and education and weights and 

measures. 

 

Participants at the 
Gingerbread House Icing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

The 2019 winners of the 
Gingerbread House contest are: 

 

First Place: Trendall Taylor – Christmas Story 

Second Place: Melissa Morales – Village Green 

 

Third Place Tie: Nicole Sheridan and Leyla 

Ozelge – A Cute House in Christmas and 

Mari Stamps – Mari’s Mansion Scene. 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

The Auditorium at 

Valley Stream Village Hall 

123 So. Central Avenue 
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Gibson 
  

 William R. Gibson arrived in Valley Stream in 1922.  He had built 

apartment buildings and homes in Ridgewood, Richmond Hill and Elmhurst, 

Queens County. 
 

 In 1922 he purchased land from the Norumbega Real Estate 

Company and the Queens County Water Company.  He focused on the many 

white-collar city workers who were seeking a country-type environment 

along with convenient city advantages. 
 

 The original land comprised 500 acres on Roosevelt Avenue and the 

side streets.  The first group of homes was built on Avondale, Berkeley, 

Cambridge, Derby and Elmwood Streets.  In 1927 more acreage was 

purchased and homes of all sizes and types were erected.  A few rows of 

attached houses on Cochran Place and Dartmouth Street were erected. 
 

 Gibson realized that the community needed access to transportation.  

Accordingly, he took steps to have the railroad stop at Gibson.  The Long 

Island Railroad agreed to have trains stop in the morning and evening 

provided that Gibson built a station.  The cost for the station was $55,000 

and on May 29, 1929 the station was officially opened.   
 

 He awarded prizes for the most beautiful and well-kept gardens.  At 

Christmas in front of the Gibson Station he started the custom of carol 

singing, provided a Santa Claus and passed out candy to the children who 

attended.   
 

 Gibson also named some of the streets after liquors: Haig Road, 

DuBonnet Road, Carstairs Road, Gordon Road and Wilson Road. 
 

 All in all, the Gibson Corporation built over 6,000 homes in Valley 

Stream. 
 

 Information provided by Howard F. Ruehl, Historian for the 

Incorporated Village of Valley Stream, in its 50th Anniversary book 

copyrighted in 1975. 

 

 William Florio, Vice President of the Valley Stream Historical 

Society, has compiled an exhibit of the Gibson area of Valley Stream that 

can be seen at the Pagan-Fletcher Restoration on Hendrickson Avenue 

through May 2020. 

 

 

 In pursuit of reducing our paper footprint, the Society asks if you 

would advise it if you would like Panorama delivered electronically or by 

the United States Post Office.  
  
 Please let us know by either calling 516-872-4159 or by e-mail at 

vshistorical@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
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