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 A Reminder 
There will be no general membership meeting of 

the Society in May. 
 

Come Join Us 

 
Prohibition Era prescription for whiskey 

 
 

Instead we invite you 

to join us on Wednesday, 

May 16, 2018 at 4pm at the 

restored Valley Stream 

Municipal Courthouse at 195 

Rockaway Avenue and East 

Jamaica Avenue.  Certain members of the 

Society will be dressed in outfits commemorative 

of the Roaring 20’s also referred to as the Jazz 

Age. 
 

Another Reminder 
 

 On Saturday, May 26, 2018 at 11am at 

Central High School please join us for a ceremony 

honoring those Centralites who lost their lives 

during the wars. 

 

 
 

 

Memorial Day Parade 
 

 The Society will march in the Village’s 

Memorial Day parade on Monday, May 28, 2018.  

We will meet at the Wheeler Avenue School on 

Rockaway Avenue near its parking lot at 9 am. 
 

 

Passings 

 

 Robert Blakeman who 

was an active participant in 

Village affairs passed away 

recently at the age of 92. His 

many accomplishments are listed 

below: 
 

 Veteran of World War II; 

 Three-term State assemblyman; 

 Former Village attorney; 

 Legal representative in building certain 

portions of the Long Island Expressway, 

Northern and Southern State Parkways and 

the Robert Moses Parkway; 

 First President of Franklin Hospital; 

 Instrumental in the purchase of land from 

NY State and NY City for the Arthur J. 

Hendrickson Park and Pool Complex; 

 Founded the the Henry Waldinger 

Memorial Library; and 

 Maintained a private practice in Valley 

Stream until two years ago. 
 

He was born in New York City and moved to 

Long Island when he was a youngster.  Blakeman 

graduated from Hofstra University and thereafter 

went to New York University’s School of Law. 

Blakeman is survived by his daughters, Karen, 

Linda and Cathy and his sons, Bruce and Bradley, 

11 grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. 

 
 

  At the United States Tennis 

Association, Eastern Long Island Region Awards 

Dinner on May 2, Vice President, Dave McKean 

was awarded the Vitas Gerulaitis "For the Love of 

Tennis"  Award.  Congratulations, Dave!  

 

http://www.vsvny.org/
mailto:vshistorical@gmail.com
https://www.usamilitarymedals.com/pages/standard-medals
http://www.liherald.com/uploads/original/20180425-123116-82665B_VS_OBIT_4_26.jpg
https://www.bing.com/search?q=jazz+age&filters=ufn:"jazz+age"+sid:"9d835211-b4ab-054e-41c1-8c3a0e7033f7"+catguid:"b193092b-d411-c32c-cca9-050d4d154f2a_cfb02057"+segment:"generic.carousel"+secq:"jazz+age"+supwlcar:"0"+segtype:"R2VuZXJpYw=="+ctype:"0"+mltype:"0"+eltypedim1:"Generic"&FORM=SNAPCR


   

Valley Stream 
Historical Society 

Officers 
 

Chairman  
Ed Fare 

 

Chairman Emeritus 
James Buckley 

 

President 
Guy Ferrara 

 

Vice President 
David McKean 

 

Treasurer 
Florence Gunther 

 

Corresponding Secretary 
Angela Schultz 

 

Recording Secretary 
Karen Vitale-Selah 

 

Three Year Trustees 
Amy Bentley 

James Borzamato 

David Sabatino 

Jim Score 

John Urgo 
 

Two Year Trustees 
Susan McKean  

Jaclyn Kunz 

Christina Bonfiglio-Scali 

Margaret Martino Swansig 
 

One Year Trustees 
Valerie Esposito 

Tony Gicala 

Clair Lenz 

Ross Thomas Rava 
 

Honorary Trustees 
Helen Dowdeswell 

Ted Libath 

Bert Keller 

Claire McMahon 

Lillian Weaver 

Evelyn McQuade 

Alphonse Maynernik 
 

Panorama 
Editor 

Carol McKenna 
  

Graphic Designer 
Stephanie Darcy 

Valley Stream Historical Society 

P.O. Box 22 

Valley Stream, NY 11582-0022 

Perspiring Citizens Splash 
In State Park Pool Today 

 

 
 

 Valley Stream, June 15 – The opening of the bathing facilities of 

the Long Island State parks for the crowds which are expected to take 

advantage of them during the hot days of July and August began 

officially today with the opening of the swimming pool at the Valley 

Stream State Park.  All of the other bathhouse and locker facilities of 

the various parks of the Long Island system will be made available to 

the public by July 15, with the possible exception of the new Jones 

Beach bathhouse, on which work is now being rushed.  Some of the 

facilities have already been in use since Memorial Day. 

 

 The Valley Stream swimming pool will have its first summer 

rush next Saturday afternoon, when the Long Island public and private 

high school swimming championship contests will be held in the pool.  

Many high schools throughout Long Island, Brooklyn and Queens 

already have entered the competition. 

 

 For the present the old lockers and bathhouse facilities at Valley 

Stream, which proved inadequate to meet the demand last year, will be 

used, but about July 1 the new $96,000 bathhouse, accommodating 

4,000 persons, will be opened.   

 

 Even with the 1,000 lockers which were in use last year, more 

than 300,000 persons used the Valley Stream Park.  This year, with 

arrangements between the State police and the local force for police 

regulation and the provision of additional facilities, it is expected that 

friction with the local residents over disrobing in autos will cease. 

 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle – June 15, 1929 
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 Next Meeting 

 

Wednesday, June 20, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Strawberry & Ice Cream Social 
 

 
 
  
 It’s our last meeting of the 2017-2018 
Society year.  Please come and socialize with 
members and tell us about any vacations you are 
planning over the Summer.  Fee: $3.00 

 

Update 
 

 The officers, trustee and the writer met with 
the facilitator of the Documentary Heritage & 
Preservation Services on Saturday, May 19, 2018 
for a strategic planning retreat to develop and/or 
refine certain goals and objectives over the next 
three years. 
 
 For those who are not familiar with 
Docementary Heritage and Preservations Services, 
set forth below is its mission statement as well as 
the services it provides. 

 

 
 
Documentary Heritage and Preservation 

Services for New York (DHPSNY) is a statewide 
program that supports the vast network of unique 
library and archival repositories that safeguard New 

York’s historical records. DHPSNY provides a 
range of free services to eligible cultural institutions 
throughout the state, including archives, libraries, 
historical societies, and museums which operate 
programs to preserve and make accessible records 
of enduring value. 

Overview of DHPSNY 
What we do: 
 

• Communications and outreach 
• Planning & Assessment Services 
• Educational programs 
• Documentation planning 

 
Our goals: 

• Improved adherence to standards and best 
practices for preservation and accessibility 

• Improved documentation of under-represented 
populations and topics 

• Increased public awareness of the value of New 
York’s historical records and library research 
materials and increased use of these resources 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 Do you take pride in your community?  Do 
you believe in the value of history and the 
importance of Valley Stream’s past. 
 

If so, please call Dave McKean, Vice 
President of the Society at 516-476-7177.  He will 
be more than happy to train you to be a tour guide at 
the Pagan-Fletcher Restoration. 

 

 
 Sue McKean and her team won the National 
Championship.   
 
 
 
  
 Edwin Ortiz of Troop 109 in pursuit of his 
Eagle Badge has chosen to restore the gardens at the 
Pagan-Fletcher Restoration.  

Please note the new location. 
Valley Stream Community Center 

A. J. Hendrickson Park 
123 West Merrick Road, Valley Stream  

 

 Tour Guides Needed.   
 

 

We have 
another 
winner! 

Scout Restores Gardens 
 

http://www.vsvny.org/
mailto:vshistorical@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjnqOGG-6bbAhWhs1kKHRwJCRMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.recipethis.com/luxurious-white-chocolate-ice-cream-in-the-ice-cream-maker/&psig=AOvVaw0J9i1-Vgz_hZaO-ckhAceB&ust=1527547213780762
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiVs8KUhKfbAhVKnFkKHawaBI0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldsportedition.blogspot.com/2011/03/tennis-game-play-history-of-tennis.html&psig=AOvVaw3dJKlRxgLJ5dL5eHkdqv7z&ust=1527549679548759
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Grand Re-Opening Ceremony 
 

 In 1926 the Bank of Valley Stream purchased the land and Joseph J. 
Gunther designed the 20th Century Neo-Classical building whose 
cornerstone reads 1926.  The bank opened for business in 1927 and closed 
its doors in 1933.  In 1936 the Village leased the building and then bought it 
in 1940.  Village operations continued at 195 Rockaway Avenue until 1955 
when Village Hall was built at its current location.  The full text of this 
article can be found on www.vsvny.org. ( Information was provided by Amy 
Bentley of the Society.) 

 
On May 16, 2018 the building which once served as the Municipal 

Building for the Village in the late 1920’s was rededicated and its 
Courthouse named in honor of Robert G. Bogle, former Village Justice. 
 
 Judge Bogle is a lifelong resident of Valley Stream having attended 
Shaw Avenue Elementary School, earned his BA Cum Laude from Niagara 
University and graduated from Hofstra University’s School of Law.  He has 
been married for over 32 years to Kathy and has two sons, James and 
Robert. 
 

 
 

 Standing with Judge Bogle are members of the Valley Stream Historical Society, some of whom are 
wearing clothing of the 1920 era at the request of Mayor Fare. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Form for Membership and Dues for the 2018-2019 Year 

Valley Stream Historical Society 
P O Box 22, Valley Stream, NY 11582 

Expires June 2019 
Individual $15; Family $20; Business $25; Lifetime: $100 

 
Date: _________________  Amount: __________________ 
 
Name__________________________________________Renewal____New____ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________State__________Zip____________ 
 
E-mail: Contact Phone:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.vsvny.org/
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