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PAGAN — FLETCHER RESTORATION

143 Hendrickson Avenue

Valley Stream, NY 11580 - 516 872-4159

ABSOLUTE CHARTER CELEBRATION

NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2001 8:00 p.m.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream

PROGRAM
OLD AND NEW VALLEY STREAM

Members of the VSHS can be prepared for a real treat
when our two expert archivists and trustees, Ted Libath and
Jim Buckley provide us with a slide presentation. It will deal
with old Valley Stream with some pictures from the 1900°s
and new Valley Stream, including streets named for signifi-
cant people in town. This is the same presentation that was
received so warmly a few months ago by the Gibson Civic
Association.

Cakes for the meeting will be baked by Adele Hagmann,
Ruthanne Zwarico and Florence Gunther.

THE GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST

The Society’s annual Gingerbread House Contest on Sun-
day, December 3rd was the most successful so far. There
were 18 entries and a total of $274 was raised between the
bake sale, the raffle of gingerbread house kits donated by
Hans Semder., and the Country Store. Agnes Libath would
like to thank all members who brought baked items, and
Eileen Brennan appreciates the items brought for sale at the
Country Store by Ted Libath, Jim Buckley, Ruthanne Zwarico
and Lillian Weaver. Cold numbers cannot convey the joyous
festive mood at the Pagan Fletcher Restoration that day. The
house had been decorated for the holidays by the Society’s
elves and the gingerbread creations were truly works of culi-
nary art. We are grateful to everyone who participated.

First prize went to the Kids from East St. Marks Place:
Julie Scalza, Amanda Kaitlyn Scalza, John Ruggiero, Jim
Ruggiero, Julie Ruggiero, Chris Reilly and Matt Reilly.
These children have been participating practically every year
since the late Jay McKenna started the gingerbread house
contest in 1993. The “kids” created a ski lodge with little
chalets ascending a candy mountain and candy skiers wearing
Hershey kisses for hats. Second place went to The DelCas-
tillo family’s castle, and third place was won by the 7th grade
Sunday School class of St. John’s Lutheran Church .with a
gingerbread church

We are appreciative of Hans Semder’s support and pro-
motion of this event. One of his sons demonstrated icing a
gingerbread house and Valerie Esposito, in her role as Mrs.
Fletcher, was an excellent assistant.

Also in December, the Pagan Fletcher Restoration was
the site of caroling Sunday on December 17th, again under the
direction of Valerie Esposito.

MEMORIAL BOOK

A committee has been formed under the leadership of
Bert Keller to discuss the formation of a memorial book to
honor deceased members.

ORAL HISTORY

Three oral history tapes were made over the summer
of Irma Shapiro, Marie Driscoll and Vincent and Carmela
Doria.

LOOKING FORWARD TO SPRING
Ted and Jim planted multi-colored daffodil bulbs

around the Restoration.

ABSOLUTE CHARTER CELEBRATION

Mabel Dibble Ackerly, a descendant of the Pagans had the
“germ of an idea” and that was “ to have the heritage of our
village preserved.” In 1972, Mabel had a meeting in her home
of 12 people to establish an historical society in Valley Stream.
This plan became a reality on January 16, 1973, the official
beginning of the Valley Stream Historical Society and its culmi-
nation will be reached on January 14, 2001 when the Absolute
Charter will be officially unveiled at 2:00 p.m. at the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration. (Quoted words are from Lillian Weaver).

This  accomplishment is difficult to appreciate ade-
quately. The acquisition of the Absolute Charter from the Board
of Regents of the University of the State of New York is an out-
standing achievement. At that same time of 2:00 p.m., plagues
will be given to Carol McKenna and the generous lawyer she
works for, Mark Bauman, who were both tremendously influen-
tial in overcoming the legal barriers to acquiring the charter.
The plaques will honor their joint endeavor to help the Society
gain the Absolute Charter. Besides the legal paperwork, David
Palmquist from the Chartering Unit of the State Education De-
partment inspected the Pagan Fletcher Restoration earlier this
year and was extremely impressed. The Valley Stream Histori-
cal Society is justifiably proud of this accomplishment. The
Mayor and members of the Village Board of Trustees as well as
members of the 75th Anniversary Committee have been invited
to this celebration and have accepted. All are welcome. Re-
freshments will be served.
AL MAYERNIK DIES

Honorary Trustee Alphonse Mayemik died on November
10th in Lake Worth, Florida. Al was a beloved and devoted
member of the VSHS for many years and for at least 20 years
wrote the second page of Panorama on Valley Stream service-
men who served in W W 11, gleaning his information from old
articles in the Valley Stream Mail and the Gibson Herald. For
twenty years, Al was a member of the faculty at North High
School teaching social studies. His contributions to the histori-
cal society were innumerable, but we remember particularly his
slide presentations on his trips to the Far West and his stamp
collection. He was a faithful docent at the Pagan Fletcher Res-
toration. We extend our sincere condolences to his extended
family on Long Island and in Florida. We will miss him.

BEST WISHES
Eleanor Porensky, one of the docents at the Pagan

Fletcher, has been ill. We wish her well.

HOLY NAME OF MARY FIRST CHURCH AND RECTORY
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BITS OF HISTORY

HOLY NAME OF MARY
by Joan M. Duffy

The centennial of Holy Name of Mary parish
will be formally celebrated in 2002, but plans
will get underway this year. According to
Father Tom Harold, the pastor, Holy Name of
Mary is unique in maintaining a strong tradi-
tion for nearly 100 years, facing the challenges
of a changing and an aging population as well
as the infusion of young people and new eth-
nicities. . It is a parish in which several gen-
erations of the same family have lived.

At the beginning of the last century, 300
Catholics in Valley Stream petitioned Bishop
McDonnell of the Brooklyn Diocese for a
parish of their own.. Reverend Peter McGov-
e was appointed to found the parish.. The
first congregational Mass was said on the
second floor of the Corona Avenue firehouse
on March 18, 1902. The first church on South
Grove Street was finished in 1903 in time for
Christmas Mass. Father McGovern, later
made a Monsignor, died in September, 1952,
after serving Holy Name of Mary as a beloved
pastor for fifty years.

His successor, Father Joseph Butler
determined that the parish had outgrown the
existing church (see picture preceding page)
and plans for the new church were established
in 1954. In 1958, Bishop Walter Kellenberg,
of the new Diocese of Rockville Centre, dedi-
cated the new church building.

After Father Butler's death in 1959,
Monsignor McGowan became pastor. Monsi-
gnor’s first article in the Parishioner “The
Parish Family” stated that new emphasis
would be placed on parish group activities,
including those for young people. Monsignor
McGowan continued the building program.
A new convent and rectory were completed in
1964. But before that in 1963, an addition to
the school was dedicated by Bishop Kellen-
berg.

The parish schoo! began in 1939 with
356 boys and girls. As the school outgrew its
population to a number of 1100 students in
1967, the addition was badly needed and in-
creased the number of classrooms from 12 to
24. Your author , who has been a parishioner
for 45 years, remembers how difficult it was
to rise at the “crack of dawn” to get four of her
children to school by 8:00 a.m. They only
attended then until about 1:00 p.m. so that the
workman could continue construction on the
school. There are now 275 students in Holy
Name of Mary School which is served by 18
teachers. Sister Elizabeth, S.J. is principal and
Sister Barbara, S.J. head of Confraternity.

The parish has been touched by tragedy
several times. A young curate, Father Thomas
Carroll, was bumed to death in a barbecue
accident in 1957. Father Phillips, the fourth
pastor of the parish, died in an automobile
accident in 1957. The sixth and seventh pas-
tors, Father Willdig and Monsignor Fagan
both died at comparatively young ages of
cancer

Following the death of Father Phillips,
Father Theodore LeTure, who grew up in
Valley Stream and attended local schools,
became pastor for about 17 years, Father
LeTure is still Pastor Emeritus .

Reverend Thomas Harold, who grew up in
West Hempstead and attended Chaminade H.
S. was installed as the eighth pastor of the
parish on October 1, 2000. Father Harold,
who was formerly a Marianist Brother, was
ordained a priest in 199! and served as an assis-
tant curate for five years at Holy Family
Church in Hicksville. After that period,
Bishop McGann made Father Harold Voca-
tional Director of the Diocese of Rockville
Cenire, a position he continues to hold.

Father Harold became temporary admin-
istrator of Holy Name of Mary parish in De-
cember 1999 with the illness of Monsignor
Daniel Fagan and was appointed pastor in
June , 2000 upon the death of Monsignor
Fagan. Father Harold’s special hobbies are
the Mets, golf and conversation.

The parish organizations are really too
numerous to mention here, but Father Harold
singled out for particular respect the Eucharis-
tic Ministers who bring Holy Communion to
the sick and homebound.

Parish Outreach, begun in 1983, under the
direction of Sister Margie Kelly is an excep-
tionally vibrant force in the parish. Again, its
activities, including English classes for English
and Korean speaking people, are innumer-
able . A recent parish report indicated that
over 10,000 contacts were made by Parish
Outreach in one year. In conjunction with the
St. Vincent de Paul Society, a food pantry
feeds the hungry.

Father Harold writes an informative and
expressive column in the weekly parish news-
letter. (He was an English teacher at Chami-
nade for eleven years) He recently com-
mented how fortunate he was to have the assis-
tance of three devoted curates, Father Stephen
Brigandi, Father James Maltese and Father
Saji George who also serves the Catholics of
the Eastern Syro-Malankara Rite in Hemp-
stead.

Holy Name of Mary ‘s 3800 families
are facing the new century and the parish’s
upcoming centennial with energy and hope .

Sources: Interview with Father Harold and
the 65th anniversary booklet of the parish.

MSGR. PETER McGOVERN
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PAGAN — FLETCHER RESTORATION

143 Hendrickson Avenue

NEXT MEETING

HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2001
8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream
PROGRAM
LONG TERM CARE

Susan Denenberg will address a topic of special in-
terest to our members: long term care. The considera-
tion that the average person will live 20-30 years after
retirement, and may be disabled by illness or age,
makes this subject particularly compelling. Susan
Denenberg, who lives in Merrick, is a former school
teacher whose two daughters are school teachers. She
recognized the importance of the issue of long term care
and has been a specialist in the subject for the past five
years. She is a N.Y.State licensed long term care spe-
cialist. Presently, she is working for the John Hancock
Insurance Company. She has previously presented her
program at the Rockville Centre and East Meadow li-
braries.

Refreshments will be provided by Agnes Libath,
Evelyn McQuade and Marge Chvatal.

GEORGE WASHINGTON CELEBRATION

George Washington’s birthday will be celebrated at
the Pagan Fletcher Restoration on Sunday, February
18th from 1-4. See a piece of memorabilia from Mt.
Vernon! Members will dress in colonial costumes in
honor of the occasion.

THE MINIATURE

Angela Schultz’ exquisitely detailed miniature
model of the Pagan Fletcher Restoration is now on dis-
play in its proper home. We are exceedingly grateful
for her sharing of her artistic talent in such a special
way for the benefit of the VSHS

DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR

There will be an art show at the Pagan Fletcher
Restoration on Saturday, March 3ist and Sunday, April
Ist. More details in the March issue of Panorama..

Our extremely popular Victorian Tea will be held
this year on Saturday, May 5th. Members of the com-
mittee are Agnes Libath, Karen Selah, Florence Gun-
ther and Marge Chvatal.

BEST WISHES TO THE HOSPITALIZED

Adele Melillo is presently in the Geriatric Reha-
bilitation Division of Franklin Hospital Medical Center.
John Benedict, who is a trustee of the Society, is hospi-
talized at the Northport Veterans Hospital.

SINCERE SYMPATHY

Jerome Tepe, who shared a art show at the Resto-
ration with Jack Gunther a while ago, passed away.
Helen Schertzer, who joined the Society fairly recently ,
but became actively involved , died on January 2ist.
The Society members extend their sympathy to the
families of both Mr. Tepe and Ms. Schertzer.

ORAL HISTORY
Evelyn McQuade is a new member of Helen
Dowdeswell’s oral history committee.

Valley Stream, NY 11580 — 516 872-4159

Carol McKenna and Hank Selah display the new charter.
Photo F J Duffy/Granard Assoc.

CHARTER CELEBRATION DAY

The day of the Absolute Charter celebration on Sun-
day, January 14th will be one that is long remembered and
cherished in the annals of the Valley Stream Historical
Society. The ceremony began with Carol McKenna, vice-
president of the Society and village historian relating in
summary form the history of the Society from the first
“meeting of the twelve” in 1972, through the purchase of
the Pagan Fletcher House in 1977 under the auspices of
then Mayor Dominick Minerva. The latter was present
and spoke of the significant $45,000 purchase from the
Lynn Realty Corporation. Carol continued that from 1978
until the official opening of the Pagan Fletcher Restora-
tion in 1993, Ted Libath and Bert Keller chaired the resto-
ration and finance committees respectively.

In 1996, a committee was formed to obtain the Ab-
solute Charter, a decision that was realized on June
13,2000 when the Absolute Charter was granted by the
Board of Regents of the University of the State of N.Y.

Hank Selah, president of the Society, and Carol
unveiled the charter. Then Hank honored Carol and attor-
ney Mark Bauman with plaques detailing their untiring
efforts to secure the charter.

Both Councilman, Jim Darcy and Mayor Ed
Cahill presented citations of recognition to the Valley
Stream Historical Society and the Mayor proclaimed
January 16th Valley Stream Historical Society Day.

All the attendees proceeded to the second floor
of the Restoration for a gala reception prepared by the Cu-
linary Institute of Valley Stream Central High School.
Three competent and professional young men under the
direction of teacher, Elaine Zeller, served trays of deli-
cious hors d’oeuvres to all present and the honorees were
toasted with champagne.

Besides the Mayor and our Town Councilman,
the event was attended by many of the village trustees,
members of the 75th Anniversary Committee, residents of
Valley Stream and many members of the Valley Stream
Historical Society
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GIBSON: THE MAN AND THE

COMMUNITY.
by Joan M. Duffy

An historic event occurred on December 1,
2000. Workman preparing to install new
siding on the 1! Bagatto Ristorante at the inter-
section of Roosevelt and Rockaway Avenues
removed the old facade of the building. There
on the top of the building, etched in wood,
was the old sign, “The Gibson Corpora-
tion.” This was W.R. Gibson’s first sales
office.

W.R. Gibson, a carpenter who had emi-
grated from England, and had built a large
number of homes and 68 apartment buildings
in different parts of Queens, decided in 1922
to purchase 700 acres of land in South Valley
Stream. His intention was to build a commu-
nity that would have a country flavor but city
advantages. He purchased land from the
Norumbega Real Estate Company and the
Queens Water Corporation.

His original houses were on Roosevelt
Avenue and the side streets off it. Lillian
Weaver lives in a house on Berkley Street that
was built by Gibson in 1923. Lillian said that
her style of house was subsequently discontin-
ued becaunse it had only two bedrooms up-
stairs. At that time, 1923, the houses on the
south side of Avondale, Berkleley, Derby and
Elmwood were built and those on the north
side of Roosevelt Avenue came later. Evelyn
McQuade noted that her father bought her
house on north Cambridge Street 76 years ago
in1924. At that time Evelyn said , “ Every-
one knew the area as ‘Old Gibson’. The
houses closer to Munro Boulevard were to
become ‘New Gibson’.” Evelyn and her
friend Olga Motley Hopkins reminisced that
their parents were delighted to be able to come
out from New York City and buy houses; it
was the fulfillment of a dream Clint Duryea,
“Seventy six years ago in 1924, my parents
came way out to the country, in their Model T
Ford to Valley Stream and bought a new
house on Fairfield Street from the Gibson
Corp.” That’s where Clint was bom and after
he married, he moved into his in-law’s Gibson
house on Ivy Place. At that time, 1950, your
author’s community of 62 houses, West Sun-
bury, west of Mill Road, north of Harbor
Road and south of Millbrook, was being built
by Gibson. Clint Duryea purchased one of
the houses on Jedwood Place for $9,990 and
was able to come over every night to super-
vise the building of his house. Clint installed
the insulation himself since Gibson did not
include insulation in his houses, and also paid
the plumber an additional $30 to have the
colored tiles he preferred installed in the bath-
room.

To atiract homeowners to his commu-
nity, William Gibson built his own rail-
road station for $55,00 after the Long
Island Railroad agreed to make stops there
on the Far Rockaway line. Ninety two
trains served the station daily in 1973,
making Gibson Station only 32 minutes
from Penn Station and in the other direc-
tion, accessible to the Long Island beaches.

Gibson was truly involved in many
ways in his community, in too many ways
to mention here. Every year he awarded
prizes for the most beautiful and well kept
lawns and gardens. He started the custom
of caro! singing around the Christmas tree
at Gibson Station as well as providing a
Santa Claus and candy for the children.
Plans for a recreation center died with the
depression, but Jack Mahoney remembers
the tennis courts and the miniature golf
across from Gibson Station.

An indication of the eagemess of peo-
ple to buy in the Gibson area was that 733
houses were sold in 738 days. Gibson
pioneered the cellarless house, or house
built on a slab, called the Nantucket model
which was sold during the depression in
1939 for $3.890.

There was a sad side to all this
Genevieve Elderkin MacLean claims that
70% of the houses went into foreclosure
during the depression despite the fact that
Franklin Delano Roosevelt pushed through
Jegislation that only the interest needed to
be paid and not the principal. Jack Maho-
ney who went to work for Gibson between
the ages of 8 and 10, cleaning bathrooms
and scraping paint off windows, remem-
bers later going into the foreclosed houses
as a plumber’s helper to remove the copper
boilers and water heaters to replace them
with galvanized ones. Jack recollects
hanging curtain rods in a model house on
the comer of Page and Gordon Roads.
Jack also recalls that W.R. Gibson’s son,
“Buster” ran the company when the head-
quarters were moved to Gibson Circle and
then to Broadway in Hewlett.

Mary Beth Backman, who lives in a
lovely Tudor style Gibson on Page Road,
(the variety of Gibson models was amaz-
ing) tells a story of how Gibson and his
cronies were having a party one night and
discussing what to name certain streets.
They looked at the bottles on the table and
decided on “Haig, DuBonnet, Gordon,
Carstairs and Wilson.” Our family, resi-
dents of Jedwood Place in West Sunbury,
discovered a town named Jedruth in Scot-
land and have often wondered if that is
how Gibson found the name. We do know
that Shine Place was named for his secre-
tary.

To be continued next month
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PAGAN - FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue

NEXT MEETING
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2001
8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream
NOTE CHANGE OF DAY AND WEEK
PROGRAM
CORNWALL
The editor of Panorama, Joan Duffy, will do a
slide presentation on a trip that she and her husband,
Francis took in June , 2000 to England’s West Coun-
try, Cornwall. Places that will be shown in the slides
and discussed will be Daphne du Maurier’s Jamaica
Inn, King Arthur’s Tintagel and the extreme western
point in Great Britain , Lands End.Maps will be pro-
vided to chart our course. Cakes will be baked by Flor-
ence Gunther, Anita Buckley and Lillian Weaver for
our refreshments
ART SHOW
The annual art show at the Pagan Fletcher Resto-
ration will be held on the weekend of March 31st and
April Ist. The Restoration will be open from noon
until 4:00 p.m on both Saturday and Sunday. The art-
ists who we anticipate will exhibit their work are
Bridget Manney, Father Tinker, Mike Stanko, and An-
gela Schultz. We welcome any other artist who would
like to participate. If interested, please call Hank Selah
at 872-0006. The Restoration will be opened at 10::00
a.m. on Saturday, March 31st, for the artists to set up
their displays. No admission will be charged.
GEORGE WAS GREAT
George is Back Day, the Society‘s celebration of
President‘s Day on Sunday, February 19th was a tre-
mendous success. About thirteen members dressed in
costume and the day was thoroughly enjoyed by ap-
proximately 60 to 70 people who visited the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration that day. We received coverage
with pictures in the Valley Stream Herald and the Rec-
ord. Marge Chvatal was surprised to find a picture of
herself in the Herald as Betsy Ross. Her reaction was,
“It was so much fun.” The other members in costume
included the following: Bert Keller as George Wash-
ington; Ruthanne Zwarico as Martha Washington;
Valerie Esposito as Princess Moon; Walter Harrod as
Ben Franklin; Bob Presbrey as General Von Steuben;
Irma Shapiro as a patriot country squire; Carol
McKenna as a colonial tavern wench; Helen Dowde-
swell as a colonial shopkeeper; Hank Selah as Abra-
ham Lincoln and Karen Selah as Madame Lafayette.
Chris Van Buskirk and Geri Nagel also dressed in cos-
tume. “Ben Franklin “ was outstanding with his kite.
SALE OF HISTORY BOOKS
Agnes Libath presented a check to the VSHS for
$58 from the Henry Waldinger Library from the sale
of the Valley Stream 50th Anniversary history books.
ALUMNUS TO PERFORM
On March l6th at 1:30 p.m. composer, Dick De-
Benedictus, an alumnus of Central H.S. will perform
some of his music in the Bert Keller Auditorium.

REMEMBER MAY 5th IS THE VICTORIAN

Valley Stream, NY 11580 — 516 8724159

The remarkably detailed reproduction of the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration by artist Angela Schultz is now on
permanent display at the Restoration. It is protected in
a Plexiglas case built by George Ruggeri.

LONG DELAYED ITEM
Deborah Oppenheimer, daughter of Central Hardware
Store owner, Erik Oppenheimer, produced the extraordi-
nary documentary, “Kinderstransport: Into the Arms of
Strangers,” the compelling account of the evacuation of
Jewish children during WWTI to Great Britain for safety.
The movie played several months ago at the Malverne
Theater. Hopefully, it will appear at Blockbuster. The
Oppenheimer family has offered to supply the Historical
Society with a tape, book and poster about the show.
Deborah Oppenheimer has produced four television
shows.
GARDEN CLUB FOUNDER TO BE HONORED
The Garden Club of Valley Stream which tends the
herb garden outside the kitchen door of the Restoration ,
plans to install a metal plaque affixed to a rock in memory
of their late president and founder, Mary Villager.
EDITOR NEEDED
The Valley Stream Historical Society is looking for a
new editor for the newsletter Panorama. The new editor
would begin producing the newsletter in September, 2001.
We are amenable to alterations in the present format to
accommodate anyone interested in being the new editor,
Please call Hank Selah at 872-0006 if you are interested in
this position.
APPLEBEE'S TO FEATURE MEMORABILIA
Applebee's Restaurant chain is planning to open in
Green Acres. A representative of the company came to
the Pagan Fletcher Restoration and was greatly impressed
by our collection or photos and memorabilia. Thirty nine
pictures were chosen to be reproduced, matted and framed
to be placed in a waiting room where diners would wait
for their tables. We assume that the company will credit
and recognize the Historical Society as the source of these
extraordinary pictures.
SLIDE SHOWS
Jim Buckley and Ted Libath have a large number of
slide carousel presentations that they can produce for in-
terested organizations. The programs run from 25 to 45
minutes. If interested please call 872-4159
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BITS OF HISTORY

THE GIBSON
CORPORATION

The archives of the Valley Stream Histori-
cal Society provide a wealth of information on
W.R.Gibson and his houses including promo-
tional material from the Gibson Corporation
describing the different models that were built
with detailed schematics of layout and con-
struction specifications The styles in 1928 in-
cluded the Devonshire, the Copley, the Berk-
shire, the Avon, the Eton and the Fairmont with
prices ranging from $5,870 to $ 11,500

If we return to people’s memories, Jack
Mahoney also spoke of the horses that were
used to excavate the foundations of houses with
scoops since there were no payloaders. Charles
“Chappy” Frederick said that the horses were
kept in Gino’s bam in the vicinity of Rosedale
Road and DuBois Avenue. Chappy Jives in the
house on DuBois Avenue that was built by his
father-in-law, H. Wesley Erickson, who was a
superintendent of construction for Gibson. Fre-
derick also recalled that the building we men-
tioned at the beginning of this article , at the
comer of Roosevelt and Rockaway Avenue was
Russell's Coal and Ice Company during the
depression and he remembered going there for a
free 50 pound bag of coal to heat their kitchen.
The coal was free because they had a coupon
indicating that they were on welfare.

Gen Maclean recollects that when her
family moved into their Gibson House on
Cochran Place and Pershing Avenue in 1925,
Cochran Place was a dirt road.. It was Gibson
who built the firehouse on Cochran Place. That
may have predated a fire that a young Gen Mac-
Iean and her girl friend saw in the woods south
of DuBois Avenue when returning from the
movies with the friend’s mother. The two curi-
ous little girls went to investigate the next day
and found a bumt cross with gasoline cans
hanging from its cross bars. This was the work
of the Klu Kiux Klan because an Irishman
named Gregory Murphy was to be president of a
local organization , possibly the first Gibson
Civic Association.

The Gibson Civic Association was actually
founded in 1946 under the presidency of Donald
Tutschulte..

The Association now meets in the Olivet Baptist
Church, has 469 member families, and still holds
the annual Christmas party for children that Gib-
son started.

The man who essentially created the entire
11581 zip code area of South Valley Stream, Wil-
liam R. Gibson died at the age of 84, having built
10,00 homes on Long Island. At his retirement in
1952, he had been in the building industry for 58
years. Those of us who have lived many, many
years in Gibson houscs are grateful for his genius,
even if we had to install our own insulation.
Special thanks to the Valley Stream Historical
Society and our senior residents for sharing their
memories.

This column is the continuation of the Gibson
article in the February Panorama, a copyrighted
article of mine.

‘We received the following letice from Jim
Boerckel which I have taken the liberty to
paraphrase because of space.

in the early thirties; 4 horse drawn
sfeam puniper eagine was plleul for stor-
age purposes in Engine 3 in Cochran
Place firehouse. Someone in Engine 3
placed a wooden SaW horse in front of the
pumper where a horse would have been.
A hobby horse head appéared on the for-
ward ‘end apd a rope tail on the other.
Visitors to the firehouse were amused by
it.

After a while, some men from the
Hook snd Laddér Company including my
brother, Win , decided to make the
wooden mock-up horse a little bit more
realistic. Somecone purloined a key to the
Engine 3 firehonse. Several of thé Hook
and Ladder wmen placed 3 quantity of
horse manure in an. appropriate place
behind the saw horse. The Engine 3 men
were not too happy about this bit of real-
ism. 1t was said that it took a week (o get
the essence of borse out of their fire
house.

1 will have to admit that at the time. ;
was about 12 years old . ¥ was a “Fire
house” kid. T guess.its time o *fess up. T
won't say who the other men were. but 1
could...
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NEXT MEETING
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2001
8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street
Valley Stream
PROGRAM
AVIATION

Mr. Leroy Douglas, a resident of Valley
Stream and a teacher of social studies will do a
slide presentation on the “Origins of Airplane
Manufacturing in Farmingdale from 1917 until
1925.” The side show is connected with a chapter
of a book which Hofstra University published for
the Nassau County Centennial entitled _Nassau
County from Rural Hinterland to Suburban Me-
tropolis. Mr. Douglas has written extensively
on local history including the origins of the
Babylon Bay islands, the origins of the Deer Park
schools and the origin of SUNY Farmindale. He
has written several articles on Republic Airport :
the origins of the Fairfield Flying Field. His arti-
cles have appeared in The Long Island Forum.
Mr. Douglas is the corresponding secretary with
the Republic Airport Historical Society.

Cakes will be provided by Marge Chvatal ,
Grace Donley and Alice Huether.

VICTORIAN TEA

The extremely popular Victorian Tea will
be held this year on Saturday, May Sth at 3:00 p.
m. Tickets will be $15 and the cut off date for res-
ervations will be April 27. We can accommodate
only 28 people at the tea. Please call Karen Selah
to make reservations at 872-0006. Guests are
asked to bring their own cups, saucers, plates and
spoons. As last year, homemade scones will be
among the delectables served. Members of the
committee are Valerie Esposito, Agnes Libath,
Florence Gunther, Anita Buckley, Karen Selah
and Marjorie Chvatal. Come and enjoy!

OSCAR WINNER !

Valley Stream’s own Debbie Oppenheimer
won the Oscar at the Academy Awards for her
documentary, “Kinderstransport: Into the Arms
of Strangers,” the account of Jewish children
evacuated from Germany to England just before
WWIIL Our delighted congratulations go to Deb-
bie and her family.

SINCERE BEST WISHES
Cecil Zabatta, Joe’s wife, has been very
ill. Our hopes and prayers are with both of them
that Cecil recovers very soon. Joe has been a good
friend to the VSHS as Village liaison.
TREE REPLACED
The tree planted in the garden of the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration in honor of David Hochberg
died. It has been replaced with a plum tree .

CAROL M¢ KENNA HONORED

Carol Mc Kenna, vice president of the VSHS
and Village Historian was honored by the Town
of Hempstead on March 20th. Carol received the
Pathfinders award in the category of community
affairs. This well deserved recognition of Carol’s
many activities and dedication was made in con-
junction with Woman’s History Month in March.
Congratulation Carol!! This is the second time in
two years a member of VSHS was honored. Vale-
rie Esposito was recognized last year.

PRESERVATION REQUEST
The VSHS sent a letter to New York State
Commissioner Bernadette Castro of the office of
Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
signed by all of the trustees. We expressed our
support of Nancy Solomon of L.I. Traditions in
her campaign to preserve the summer bungalow
community at West Meadow Beach in the Town
of Brookhaven. These homes, dating from the
1920s, are a unique collection of small houses, the
best preserved summer bungalow community in
the mid-Atlantic region, possibly the entire East
Coast. They are scheduled for demolition in 2004.
Copies of the letter were also sent to Governor
Pataki, Senator Dean Skelos and Senator Kenneth
LaValle.
HEMPSTEAD LIEDERKRANZ
The Hempstead Liederkranz Society held
its annual party on Saturday, March 2nd at
Plattdeutche Park in Franklin Square.  Several
members of the VSHS attended, invited by Bob
Presbrey and his wife, Ruth. For the second year
in a row, the VSHS took first place in the cos-
tume contest with Walter Harrod as Benjamin
Franklin in glasses, and carrying his kite with a
key. Walter escorted Karen Selah dressed in a
bridesmaid’s dress with a powdered wig. As the
two paraded around the hall , guests called out
their approval for Ben and Madame DuBarry.
NEW TRUSTEES
The Nominating Committee (Karen Selah,
Jim Buckley and Agnes Libath ) presented a
nominating slate of new three year trustees to the
membership at the March 29th meeting. The pro-
posed new trustees are: Tony Melillo, Gabriel
Parrish, Ruthanne Zwarico, Marge Chvatal and
Eileen Brennan.
ART SHOW
The biannual adult art show was held the
weekend of March 3ist and April 1 s. Twenty art-
ists exhibited their work and there were 200 visi-
tors on the two days.

EDITOR NEEDED
The position of editor of PANORAMA will be
open, starting with the September, 2001 issue.
Anyone interested is asked to contact Hank
Selah at 516 872-0006.




KYKUIT
by Joan M. Duffy

Kykuit, situated on an awe-inspiring
site with a panoramic view of the Hudson
River near Tarrytown, was originally con-
ceived by John D. Rockefeller, who en-
trusted the building of the original house in
1913 to his son. John D. Rockefeller,Jr.
lived in the house with his wife, Abby Al-
drich Rockefeller, a renowned art collector,
until 1937. One of their six children, Nelson
A. Rockefeller, occupied the house from
1960 until 1979.

Last October, my significant other took
me to Kykuit for a birthday present. 1 had
wanted to visit Kykuit, which is a Dutch
word meaning “lookout” for about ten years
since it was first opened to the public.

The original Kykuit fagade was redes-
igned by William Welles Bosworth, who
also designed the formal classical gardens
which are preserved until this day. This
neo-classical country house with its garden
is one of the best preserved Beaux Arts
houses in the nations.

As you face the fagade of the house
today, pictured above, your back will be to a
magnificent classical Oceanus fountain
which overlooks stone terraces below.

The house is livable, not museum-like.
After the porch, the vestibule and the hall,
the visitor enters the music room in the style
of an atrium. This room was patterned af-
ter a 17th century London house from the
style of Christopher Wren. The room is
dominated by a pipe organ and console
with three keyboards by the Aeolian
Company of N.Y. The room was in-
tended to separate the working offices
part of the house from the more private
family rooms.

PAGE TWO

Other rooms that members of the public
are escorted through are the Office, the
Drawing Room, the Dining Room, the Li-
brary and the Living Room. The Alcove
Room contains an astounding figure of a
female Budhisattive from the T’ang Dy-
nasty. In the China Room parts of the nine
extraordinary dinner and desert services
used by Nelson Rockefeller in his years a
governor and vice-president are on display.

Personally, I am not a devotee of mod-
em art, but it would be difficult not to be
impressed in the lower level galleries of
modern art collected by Nelson Rockefeller
which include works by Picasso, Andy War-
hol and George Segal.

The gardens around the house are ex-
tensive and again at breathtakingly beauti-
ful places Nelson Rockefeller placed sig-
nificant works of modern sculpture by
Henry Moore, Alexander Calder and Louise
Nevelson among others. Each blends into
the assigned site as if it were always in-
tended to be there.

The gardens are the Inner Garden with
the Temple of Venus, the tea house, one of
Mrs.. John D. Rockefeller’s favorite re-
treats, the Orange Tree Terrace , the Swim-
ming Pool Terrace, the West Garden and
the Rose Garden.

In 1976, President Gerald Ford de-
clared Kykuit a National Landmark.

I hope that 1 have suggested sufficient
attractions at Kykuit to merit a one day ex-
cursion by members of the VSHS. At one
time only pre-established groups were ac-
commodated but now individuals may visit
on first come-first served basis. (914-631-
9491.) Visitors are bused from the
Philipsburg Manor. Take 1-95 north to 1-
287 west. Exit at sign to Thruway. Take
exit 9 and go 2 miles north on Rte.9 to
Philipsburg Manor. A movie on Kykuit is
shown while you wait and lunch is avail-
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NEXT MEETING
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2001
8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street
Valley Stream
PROGRAM

CHINESE AUCTION

The Valley Stream Historical Society’s ever-popular
Chinese auction will be held on Wednesday, May 16th
at 8:00 p.m. Donations may be made at the church hall
only between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. No
donations will be accepted this year after 5:00 p.m. Eve-
ryone has items he no longer needs but would be valu-
able to someone else. We urge members to supply
“treasures not trash.” This year we are looking for
quality rather than quantity. As in other years, gifts
may include: plants, knickknacks, games , bric-a-brac,
toys, children’s books, bottles of wine, jewelry, videos,
cassettes, small almost new appliances and wrapped
mystery gifts. The first envelope of 100 numbers will
cost $4 and each additional envelop will cost $1 each.
Tony Melillo and Chris Van Buskirk will be the co-
chairpersons of the event. Members and non-members
are, of course, welcome to attend.

Cookies will be provided for refreshments by: Al-
ice Huether, G. Haines, Margaret Cook, Phyl Raeder,
Mary Parrish, J. Mahoney, Kay Keely, Adele Hagmann,
and Peg Keller

L.1. VISITORS AND CONVENTION BUREAU

The Valley Stream Historical Society has joined the
L.I. Visitors and Convention Bureau. A description of
the Pagan Fletcher Restoration to encourage visitors will
be included in their next booklet. Plans are to eventually
bring copies of the brochure to the Visitors Chalet on
Southern State Parkway in Valley Stream. Hank and
Karen Selah and Valerie Esposito attended a network-
ing session of the Bureau on April 24th and promoted
the Pagan Fletcher Restoration to tourism people. All
were impressed with pictures of the house.

DEBBIE OPPENHEIMER
Debbie Oppenheimer, who won the documentary
Oscar for “Into the Arms of Strangers” recently gave us
a poster and an autographed book of the movie in-
scribed, “ To the Valley Stream Museum from a local
girl Debbie Oppenheimer.”

PAGAN — FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY 11580 — 516 872-4159

MAY 2001

The annual Memorial Day parade will take place on Monday, May 29.
Members will meet at Wheeler School at 9:30 a.m. and wear white
slacks and blue or red VSHS shirts and /or costumes. Mr. Cunnane
will drive his 1924 Model T car.

VICTORIAN TEA
The Victorian Tea will be held at the Pagan Fletcher
Restoration on Saturday, May 5th at 3:00 p.m.
Tickets are fifteen dollars and must be ordered before-
hand from Marge Chvatal at 825-0324. Guests are
asked to bring their own cups, saucers, spoons and
plates on which to place our luscious homemade scones.
Members and students from Central H.S.’s Culinary
Institute will provide “savory sandwiches and assorted
delicacies.” Kathy Varren will bring baskets.
FEATURING CAROL McKENNA
The Valley Stream Herald devoted the entire
“Neighbors” page recently to our own Carol McKenna,
vice-president of the Society. The article dealt with
Carol’s role as Valley Stream village historian. Carol
recently met in Rochester with other New York State
historians, something she does twice a year to discuss
research and preservation techniques. Carol recognized
five people who have contributed substantially to our
community: Mable Dibble Ackerly, Bert Keller, Joe
Bergen, Ted Libath and Pastor Robert Howard.
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY EXHIBIT
Hofstra University is presenting “Families on the
Move” at the 9th and 10th floor of the Axinn library as
part of the Hofstra Museum. The exhibit, which will be
mounted until May 18th, centers on the development of
Nassau County suburbs. There are old photographs of
Valley Stream and a prospectus from the Royal Land
Co. circa 1915.

EDITOR NEEDED
A new editor is needed for Panorama beginning in
Sept. 2001 Call Hank Selah at 872-0006 if interested.
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THE OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH

Interview with
Reverend Charlotte Davis
by Joan M. Duffy

The Olivet Baptist Church on Du-
Bois Avenue in Valley Stream will cele-
brate its 75th anniversary in the fall of
2001.

The beginnings of the church were in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Brolin who
had a Sunday School in their home on
Cochran Place in 1926. In the following
year, the Reverend William H. Friday
organized the Calvary Baptist Church
and in 193], the present land was pur-
chased. The newly-named Olivet Baptist
Church, a member of the American Bap-
tist Church of the United States, was
built and initially welcomed thirty mem-
bers. The first church was a small sanc-
tuary, the site of the present Gibson Co-
operative Nursery which meets daily at
the church. In 1957, the present building
was dedicated under the leadership of
Reverend Clayton A. Williams.

Reverend Charlotte Davis, the tenth
pastor of the church and the first woman
pasior is a dynamic person who aobvi-
ously relishes her multiple responsibili-
ties to a congregation of 150 members.
She has been the pastor of Olivet Baptist
Church for seven years. Growing up in
Massachusetts, she attended Boston Uni-
versity and Andover Newton Theological
School. She was a very active lay person
for thirty years, but was not ordained
until 1985. After serving a year at a
church in Boston , she came to Valley
Stream.

Reverend Davis lives in the parsonage
at the church with her husband, Walter.
She has six children and ten grandchil-
dren. Unfortunately for Olivet Baptist
Church, Reverend Davis plans to retire in
the fall and is building a house in

Nevada, where she anticipates clean
slate in retirement, not sure exactly what
she will do .

The 150 congregants of Oliver Baptist
Church are an ethnically diverse group.
It is an average sized church for its de-
nomination. The parishioners include
people from Valley Stream, Queens and
Suffolk with representatives of Nigeria,
Haiti, the Caribbean as well as African
Americans. The intention of the church
is to meet the needs of all people

Besides the nursery school, the
church hosts the Gibson Civic Associa-
tion, several AA groups, Friendly Sen-
iors, the Homemakers of Valley Stream
and the Baker Repertory Players. The
latter have been noted in Valley Stream
for putting on productions of Sly Fox,
Dancing at Lughnasa, The Crucible, Sis-
ters Rosensweig and Love Letters among
other plays.

Weekly services at 10:00 am. on
Sundays include musical selections un-
der the leadership of Mark Engh, organ-
ist and choir director, a procession, a
children’s story, Scripture readings, a
sermon and a gathering at the Lord’s
Table. Most significant is the Coffee
Fellowship which follows the service
which bonds the church community to-
gether.

Olivet Baptist Church is a member
of the Valley Stream Religious Council
and hosted the ecumenical Good Friday
service this year.

A short history of the church states:
“the life and history of a church are re-
called... in precious memories about the
deepest, most satisfying experiences of
life; for the life of a church is the unroll-
ing of a tapestry of common recollec-
tion—into which are woven forever parts
of the lives of its people.”
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NEXT MEETING
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2001
8:00 p.m.
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street
Valley Stream
PROGRAM
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
AND STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
The officers to be installed are Hank Selah, presi-
dent; Carol McKenna, vice-president; Kay Keely, corre-
sponding secretary; Ruth Anholzer, recording secretary;
and Florence Gunther, treasurer. The new three-year
trustees will be Tony Melillo, Ruthanne Zwarico, Marge
Chvatal, Eileen Brennan and Gabriel Parrish.
GUEST SPEAKER
WALTER HARROD
Trustee Walter Harrod will do an audience partici-
pation program entitled “A Nostalgic Trip Down Mem-
ory Lane.” Walter gave this very successful program for
“tried and true mature adults” at Grace Methodist
Church. There will be a $1.00 admission charge.
VICTORIAN TEA AND CHINESE AUCTION
The Valley Stream Historical Society’s two events
in May, the Victorian Tea on May 5th and the Chinese
Auction on May 16th were extremely successful due to
the dedicated work of both committees. More impor-
tantly, members and their guests experienced a most en-
joyable “time out.”
SLIDES TO VIDEOTAPE
Jim Buckley and Ted Libath did a slide presenta-
tion from our archival collection for the Rotary Club in
April which was very well received. Four carousels of
slides which give an overview of the history of Valley
Stream will be transferred to videotape by Melvin Rid-
dick.
MARGE’S ASSISTANT
Ruthanne Zwarico has offered to assist Marge Chva-
tal in her demanding role as program chairperson.
PLAQUE FOR AL MAYERNIK
A small memorial ceremony honoring the late Al
Mayemik will be held in September when a plaque will
be dedicated. Anyone interested in contributing to the
plaque should send the gift to VSHS P. O. Box 22, Val-
ley Steam, New York , 11582.
SCHOOLCHILDREN TO VISIT
Fourth graders will visit the Restoration in June as
part of the N.Y.State curriculum.

PAGAN — FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY 11580 — 516 872-4159
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RENEWAL

CITY

JUNE 2001

Angela Schulz” model of the Mobil gas station
at the Pagan Fletcher Restoration.
Photo by Joan M. Duffy

WELL-DESERVED PUBLICITY

Barbara Shea, Newsday reporter, who recently
wrote an article on the Vanderbilt Estate, is doing a
year-long series on significant places on Long Island,
and is interested on doing an article on the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration. A_New York Times reporter has
notified Agnes Libath that the Sunday Times Long Is-
land  section will contain an article on the Pagan
Fletcher.

HANK ANHOLZER

Member Hank Anholzer was featured in Newsday
on May 3rd.. The Cradle of Aviation Museum at
Mitchell Field will open in the fall of 2001 and is credit-
ing Hank with 5,600 hours of volunteer time supervising
the crew putting the museum together. In a previous
Panorama, we wrote about Hank’s basement workshop
where he constructs large model airplanes. He is cur-
rently creating a 12 ft. replica of Lindbergh’s “Spirit of
St. Louis,” the plane that made the first trans-Atlantic

flight.
VALLEY STREAM AUTHORS

A bookcase in the Ted Libath Room on the second
floor of the Restoration contains the works of Valley
Stream authors: Frank Yerby, David Cooke, Mary
Gordon, Bob Bogle, Alonzo Gibbs, Deborah Oppen-
heimer and Francis J. Duffy.

AVE ATQUA VALE

HAIL AND FAREWELL!  This is my final edi-
tion of Panorama. I have enjoyed this special opportu-
nity to serve the Valley Stream Historical Society. It has
partially fulfilled my youthful dreams of being a journal-
ist.
REMEMBER! The Society is still looking for a new
editor. If interested, you will be helped. Call Hank
Selah at 872-0006.
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BITS OF HISTORY

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF
OUR SAVIOR

The following information is from the
archival material, including ”Fifty
Years of Faith” from the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration and from an in-
terview with the Rey. Alan Steinke

by Joan M. Duffy

The development of the Gibson Cor-
poration and community in the late
1920°s, which was reviewed in several
Panorama articles this spring, coincided
with the venture in faith of the Rev.
Reinhold Zintner. Actually, a sign at
Gibson Station advertised “A Christian
Community.” The Reverend Zintner,
pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Laurelton, started a Lutheran
mission on November 30, 1930 in a
storefront church on DuBois Avenue in
Gibson. Forty one people attended that
first divine service.

Though very little money was avail-
able, a house at 135 DuBois Avenue was
rented from the Gibson Corporation. In
the same year that the building was ac-
quired, 1932, Reverend William Dona-
hue was assigned to Gibson to do mis-
sion work. Reverend Donahue was the
first full time pastor at age 23.

A new church was dedicated on No-
vember 26, 1939. However, in the late
40’s and early 50°s, church membership
grew to approximately 500 congregants
and with pledges of $50,000 the present
edifice at Rockaway and DuBois Ave-
nues was built, and dedicated on March
27, 1955.

Pastor Donahue was a dynamo both
in his church and in his community. In
his early years, he “canvassed the entire
Gibson community (on a bicycle) urging
(people) to come visit the little Mis-
sion.” He was chaplain of both the Ki-
wanis Club and the local Fire Depart-
ment as well as being chairman of the
Valley Stream Chapter of the Salvation

The Lutheran Church of Our Savior

Army Service Unit. This is only a
partial list of his memberships and
involvement., Significantly, he served
as a District #24 school board mem-
ber for many years, and Franklin Ave-
nue School (later demolished) was
renamed in his honor in 1972.

After 45 years as pastor, Reverend
William Donahue retired on January
20, 1977 only to be called to God after
a long illness on February 9, 1977.
He had been born in Holyoke, Ma.
And was graduated from Concordia
Seminary in 1932.

His successor, Reverend Alan
Steinke has served the church com-
munity now for 24 years. Born in Bay
Shore, L.I. in 1945, he received a
Masters of Divinity Degree from
Concordia Seminary in 1971. He
served 5 1/2 years as pastor of Trinity
Lutheran Church in Panama City,
Florida, before being called to Valley
Stream. He and his wife, Marie, have
a daughter, Holly who has been sec-
retary of the church since January 1,
2001.

Afier his installation on June 16,,
1977, Pastor Steinke made it clear
that he would be a “full-time pastor”
and among many other activities he
“made visitations to the sick and
needy, as well as a house call to the
families who had drifted away from
the church.” One of the present goals
of the church is to recruit new mem-
bers.

Organizations in the church in-
clude the Lutheran Brethren and
AAL , Association of Lutherans
which does community service.

Community groups which the
church hosts are the Democratic Club
and the Valley Stream Garden Club
There are now between 175 and 200
active members of the congregation.
Services are held at 9:00 a.m. on Sun-
days, the same time as Sunday
School.
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PAGAN-FLETCHER RESTORATION

143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY—516 872 4159

NEXT MEETING
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Wednesday, September 19, 2001

8:00 P. M.
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street
Valley Stream

PROGRAM
Mr. Tom Dapolito of Nassau County Department of
Parks and Recreation will speak to adults and children
about our Parks. This aspect of life and leisure in the
County will be of interest to all.

Cakes for the evening will be provided by Ruth Anne
Zwarico, Marge Chvatal and Lillian Weaver. Tony
Melillo will man the coffee urn!

GOOD LUCK JOAN DUFFY!
You have said that as Editor of PANORAMA you
were able to fulfill a youthful dream of being a jour-
nalist. We’re glad that we have been able to enjoy the
fruits of that realization. You have done an excellent
job of writing, preparing and mailing what we con-
sider the lifeline of our Society and the Pagan-Fletcher
Restoration. Knowing that PANORAMA is always
there to keep us current about our activities and events
has been a real plus!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

The Membership

Our own Joan Duffy

ON THE HORIZON
One of our favorite activities is coming up on Wednes-
day, October 17th—the Harvest Covered Dish Supper!
Mark the date and watch for details in the October
PANORAMA.

QUILT SHOW
At the
Restoration
Saturday/Sunday, October 20/21
1to4 P. M.
Admission $3.00

DON’T MISS IT!

A REMINDER

Helen Dowdeswell and her committee are very dedi-
cated to taping memories of long-time Village resi-
dents who tell of Valley Stream in earlier days. The
file of oral tapes has increased considerably since the
project was started and the varied memories bring to
life a remarkable Village that, like Topsy, “jes grow’d
and grow’d” and became everybody’s favorite home-
town. Stop at Waldinger Library and borrow a few
tapes for some good listening!

A SAD NOTE
It is with deepest regret that we report the death of
Carrie Mahoney, wife of Trustee Jack Mahoney, on
July 15th. We extend sincere condolences to Jack and
his family.

MUSEUM OPENING?
We’re waiting for some word on the date of the offi-
cial opening of the new Cradle of Aviation Museum.
We know that Hank Anholzer will be swelled with
pride and joy when the event takes place.

NEW SLATE
The installation of officers held June 20th placed in
office those members whose names appear on the re-
verse side. They are already well into planning a full
and busy calendar for 2001/02

REMEMBERING AL MAYERNICK
On September 23rd the Historical Society will honor
the subject of PANORAMA'’s page two this month, Al
Mayerick. Everyone is welcome to come join the

celebration of Al’s life. The ceremony will take place
at3:30 P. M.

EDITORIAL NOTE
We all wish retiring Editor Joan Duffy only the best
for the future. You can be sure that her newsletter
expertise will be difficult to replace. I appreciate the
opportunity to write this edition of PANORAMA dur-
ing the transition. Thank you.

Lil Weaver
Guest Editor



Alphonse Mayernick
by Joan M. Duffy

Alphonse Mayernik was a very special person to
those who knew and loved him: his family, friends,
students and members of the Valley Stream Historical
Society.

Al was bomn in 1917 in Maspeth, Queens and
attended Mary Help of Christians School in Winfield
with his five brothers. (Two others died very young)
After William Cullen Bryant H.S. in Astoria, Al
attended Fordham University for an undergraduate
degree and received a Masters Degree from Queens
College. A great deal of living intervened before he
achieved those degrees. Al died in Florida in Novem-
ber, 2000

His family was of prime importance to Al. Be-
sides his devotion to his brothers, Al cared deeply for
his 65 nieces and nephews, grandnieces and grand-
nephews. Shortly after New Year’s every year, Al
would have a party at his apartment in Bayside for
“family”.

The party became so large that Al began having two
parties.

His working career included twenty years at RCA
Institute. After that experience, Al decided to teach.
He taught first at the Delahanty Institute and then in
the community of Plainedge before coming to North
High School in Valley Stream where he taught World
History and American History for twenty years. Two
of his brothers, Ferdinand, who provided your writer
with a great deal of information on Al’s life, and
Vinnie, were also social studies teachers.

Al transmitted his interest in art by teaching
history through painting. He was an expert in making
slides from pictures. His avid stamp collecting aiso
became a teaching tool through the slides he created
and displayed. He also displayed his fascinating
stamp collection slides, arranged thematically, to the
Valley Stream Historical Society. Al's knowledge
and collection of stamps was phenomenal. He had
many stamps that had an association with Long Is-
land, for example, one of Nathan Hale, for whom
Halesite was named. Several years ago, Irene Virag
of Newsday did an extensive feature story on Al
Mayemik and his remarkable stamp collection.

Besides lessons in the classroom, Al involved his
students in extra-curricular activities. He had a
“Concern” club, which went to nursing homes at
Christmastime, and held concerts to raise money for
charitable purposes, one of which was held for the
starving people of Biafra. He engendered love in
people, and his students called him “Poppa Al”.
Information on Al’s teaching career was provided by
Charlotte Cascio, his colleague in North High
School’s social studies department.

Al had an aunt in Czechoslovakia, a place he
visited many times. This is where his family origi-
nated. He became friends with a minister there and
had the man to his house several times. Al was an
extremely devout Roman Catholic which greatly
influenced his attitude.

He was drafted into the Army in 1941 and at the
time there was a fear of the Japanese invading Alaska.
(They had occupied two islands in the Aleutians.) Al

was sent to Alaska and served there as a first Sergeant
for three years. He finally got a leave to come home
and that was when the war ended.

His devotion to the men and women who served
in WW. II was incomparable. An Al Mayemik
W.W. II sign is still in the storage room at the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration commemorating an exhibit he
prepared. For about fifteen years, he wrote the sec-
ond page of Panorama about servicemen of W. W. I
with information gleaned from old copies of the Gib-
son Herald and The Valley Stream Mail.

Al’s membership in the Valley Stream Historical
Society was connected to his enduring friendship with
Helen Dowdeswell. Helen went to visit Al at the
hospital when he had a heart attack. At the time, he
was teaching history at North High School and she
was chairperson of the Foreign Language Department
there. Helen said to Al, “ With your interest in his-
tory, you should belong to the Valley Stream Histori-
cal Society,” despite the fact he lived in Bayside. The
rest is history.

Besides being a faithful docent at the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration, Al arranged many slide presen-
tations for Society meetings. Those of his stamp
collections, and the Southwest of the United States
where he traveled with his brother, Vinnie, come to
mind. We remember his enthusiasm and fascination
with the cliff dwelling Indians of the Southwest. He
had slides of old Valley Stream as well as of the
National Parks. In fact, according to Ted Libath,
there are hundreds of slides at the Restoration which
Al created from pictures. He also did bulletin boards
for the Henry Waldinger Memorial Library.

Al Mayemik’s devotion to history infused his life in a
variety of ways, and to those who knew him he was a
memorable and exceptional human being.

ALPHONSE MAYERNICK
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Next Meeting
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street VS
Wednesday October 17, 2001
6:30P. M.

Program
Covered Dish Supper.

Join us in welcoming Fall with our traditional
Covered Dish Supper on October 17th. Bring your favorite
dish (see guide below) and a copy of the recipe if you’d like
to share it. Be sure your name is on your serving dish as
well as the serving spoon or fork. Wine and cheese and non-
alcoholic beverages will be served at 6:30 and supper will
begin at 7 PM. Covered dishes should be brought according
to the first letter of your last name as indicated below:

A-G: Vegetable or fruit dishes such as salads or casse-
roles.
H-O: Dairy Dishes such as eggs or cheese as well as

gelatins or fish.
P-Z: Starchy dishes which might include rice, beans,
potatoes or pasta.

Dishes may be hot or cold. As kitchen facilities
are limited, pleases bring hot food fully cooked and hot. Do
not bring meat or meat content dishes. The Society will
provide these items as well as rolls, butter, tea and coffee.
Desserts will be brought by Agnes Libath, Carol McKenna,
Adele Hagmann, Barbara Ehlinger, Eileen Brennan, and
Dorothy Vitale.

Guests are most welcome but they will be ex-
pected to bring a covered dish according to the guide above
unless you undertake to do this for them. There will be a
$3.00 admission for each member and guest.

Halloween Costume Contest

On Sunday, October 28th the Society will hold its
annual Children’s Halloween Costume Contest. Children
are urged to come to the Restoration in costume between 1
and 4 PM for Halloween goodies. Costume judging and
Ragamuffin Parade (weather permitting) will be held at 3
PM. Adults are also encouraged to come in costume and
join in the fun.

One of the beautiful quilts from the last quilt show.

Quilt Exhibit

The Society will host the Malverne Piecemakers
Quilt Exhibit at the Pagan-Fletcher Restoration on Saturday
and Sunday, October 20th and 21st from 11-4. Admission is
$3.00, $2.00 for seniors and free for children under 12. This
is a marvelous opportunity to view beautiful handmade
quilts and to take a chance on one which will be raffled off
by the Piecemakers in November.

On the Web
Thanks to the efforts of Mamie Eng, Assistant
Director of Valley Stream’s Waldinger Library, the VSHS is
now “on the web”. Please see above panel for our address
and e-mail address.

Mayernick Memorial

A memorial ceremony for Al Mayemick, held at
the Restoration on September 23rd, was a warm and nostal-
gic remembrance. Members of his family, co-workers
(including his department chairman at North High School)
and many friends were on hand to celebrate his life. Dona-
tions in Al’s memory will be put towards the purchase of a
new bookcase for the Restoration, a fitting tribute to this
learned and wonderful man.

The Society is still seeking a permanent Editor for Pano-
rama. Anyone interested, please call Hank Selah at 872-
0006. In the meantime we’ll struggle along and beg your
indulgence.
Karen & Hank Selah
Interim Editors



Because the last issue of Panorama was printed and mailed
a day or two before the tragedy of September 11th, we were
unable to share our feelings of shock, sadness and sympa-
thy with you. We,; of course, send our deepest condolences
to any of you who were directly affected by the attacks. We
can not begin to understand your sorrow and we know it
must be very difficult to feel pain and pride in almost equal
measure. We do send our support and love and a determina-
tion to help your and your family through this terrible time.

But even those of us who didn’t suffer a personal loss
are touched by this tragedy. Virtually every one of us

t knows someone who lost a leved one. We all saw televised &

images of small, brave but bewildered children dressed in
unaccustomed “Sunday best” walking in funeral processions
surrounded by uniformed firefighters and police officers.

We are a large and diverse community but we have
never been more united. Our safety and peace of mind have
been threatened but we’ve turned our feelings of fear and
outrage into a determination to honor and help victims and
their families. We have rediscovered feelings of patriotism
for our country and pride and admiration for our fellow
Americans.

We are an Historical Society and though it is too soon
to know the final outcome of this situation we hope history
will record how we reacted with strength and courage and a
renewed sense of tolerance for all faiths and creeds. Amer-
ica was founded on these ideals and we are grateful to have
that legacy and pity those whose total intolerance blinds
them to the beauty of freedom.

We Will Never
Forget!
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WE WILL NEVER FORGET

Next Meeting
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Gingerbread House Contest
Brooklyn Avenue and 7th Street VS Sunday, December 2, 2001—11 A. M.—4 P. M.
Wednesday, November 28, 2001 Bring in the Holiday Season with this wonderful tradi-
8P. M. tion. Entrees may be brought into the Restoration be-
tween 10-10:45 A. M. Doors open to the public at 11
Program A. M. Hans Semder will once again demonstrate Gin-

Woodcarving by Wilbur Gamper. Mr. Gam- gerbread House decorating at 1 P. M> and 3 P. M.
per, whose many interests include guiding tours in the Contest results will be announced at 3:45 P. M. Dona-
Cathedral in Garden City, will share his love of wild- tions for the Bake Sale may be brought in at 10 A. M.
fow] and woodworking with a demonstration of carv- Please join us for this very special event and vote for
ing duck decoys and other pieces. your favorite Gingerbread Creation.

Cakes for the November meeting will be pro- Caroling Sunday
vided by Ruthanne Zwarico, Anita Buckley, Marge Sunday, December 16, 2001
Chvatal and Agnes Libath. More Holiday for the family—Caroling, sponsored by
the Pagan-Fletcher Singers, will begin at 2 P. M. at the
Valley Stream’s 75th Anniversary Book is Restoration. Come sing your favorite carols and enjoy
complete and now on sale at the Pagan-Fletcher resto- holiday refreshments.
ration. This wonderful history, which continues the
story of Valley Stream from the 50th Anniversary
Book, includes memories from members Lillian
Weaver, Ted Libath, Helen Dowdeswell, Jim Buckley,
Bob Presbrey and Marge Chvatal. It was compiled by
Bert Keller (whose picture is on the back cover) and
Carol McKenna, whose research and hard work have
given us a wonderful memory of our town. The Soci-
ety and the Restoration (whose picture is on the front
cover) are prominently featured in the book.

Both the Quilt Show, run by Marge Chvatal
and the Malverne Piecemakers, and the Halloween
Costume Contest, hosted by the Pagan Fletcher Play-
ers, were wonderful successes. Thanks to all who
helped.

“The Kids”
“Our Big Kid”

The Society is still seeking a permanent Editor for Panorama. Anyone interested, please call Hank Selah
at 872-0006. In the meantime we’ll struggle along and beg your indulgences.
Karen & Hank Selah, Interim Editors



Christmas in Valley Stream -
1921
By Alonzo Gibbs

We met the train. Our sober Ford
'Had coiffed its somber hood with
SNOw.

It was the birthday of our Lord
And so our merriment ignored

! The bleak way home we had to go.

A watchman came from stove within

Two lanterns rose. My father
cranked.

“Now, give it spark!” He bounded
in.

A ghost of smoke rose where we'd
been -

A tire-chain on fender clanked.

And down the main street, past the
West

Hotel we backed, past Lang’s trolly,
Stalled since morn. We came
|abreast
| Of Muller’s Drug Store. Now a crest
| Of Snow jeweled by that old-time
folly.

Two bottles hung on a golden chain,
And each a gleam with water tinted
So that an eerie light might strain
' And touch our country street so
plain

With “purist ray serene” unstinted.

Next at Eisenberg’s, we rocked
West on Merrick. Here “the
Greek’s”

Diner bore a streaming load

Upon its train-like top. We mowed
From tallest drifts their windy peaks,
Flew, at Corona Avenue,

We headed north beneath the trees.
Side streets graciously opened, to
The reservoir, where loudly blew
Unimpeded winds. The freeze

Would bring good skating. Staring

hard |
We made out Rothstein’s and the .
dark,

Two storied, wooden school. Its
yard

Where many a marble, top, or card
We traded, was deserted, stark.

We skidded on to Hendrickson;
The brook had set the road to steam-

ing; |

Up a slope, through wooded run,
Beside the Fletcher home we spun
Into a drift. Front windows, gleam- |
ing '

Made the mansion house less drear;
The columns on the porch, the tower
With its hatchery flashed near.

We rocked back and had to steer
Between two hickories. Our power

Less at that moment, horse than will. |
We straightened out and made our |
way, '
Up what we Islanders term “hill”
(Really just a rise). The chill

Winds blew - the furies said their
say.

Then peering-out through isinglass,
We saw our farmhouse on the right.
Here, still the storm would blow, yet
pass

And over bar we’d see - alas,

At last, The Holy Star that night.

Christmas in Valley Stream - 1921

was written by Alonzo Gibbs who
died in 1992.
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