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NEXT MEETING WINNERS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 First place in the contest was won by an amazing
8:00 P.M.

HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK

PROGRAM
A WALKING TOUR OF LYNBROOK

Art Mattson, the historian for the town of

Lynbrook, will present his program “A Walking
Tour of Lynbrook” on Wednesday, January 20th.
He will include pictures from the turn of the cen-
tury. At the time of the 75th anniversary of the Vil-
lage of Lynbrook, Mr. Mattson was asked to do re-
search on the village and has been doing it ever
since.

After working at Bankers Trust for 32 years, Mr.
Mattson retired last March and proceeded to spend
two months on a motorcycle trip with his wife tour-
ing twelve National Parks from Utah to New Mexico.
He has done archeological digs in Alabama., is a
Civil War buff and when your reporter tried to con-
tact him for an interview, he was on an elderhostel
skiing trip in Vermont.

Cakes for the January meeting will be baked by
Lillian Weaver, Anita Buckley and Bertha Ballou.

GINGERBREAD GIFT

The Gingerbread House Contest on December 6th
was enhanced this year by the inclusion of an ex-
traordinary gingerbread house made especially for
the Restoration and donated by Joseph and Richard
Semder, formerly of Valley Stream and Central High
School graduates. The Semders are owners of Fan-
tasy Cookies in Sylmer, California, which is the
“largest supplier of gingerbread houses in the United
States and Canada,” according to their father, Hans
Semder, who was also a baker.

Included in the Semder’s gift were two Hanukah
Gingerbread houses , an idea suggested by a rabbi
who supervises the kosher baking department.

The Valley Stream Historical Society raffled off
the Semder’s large gingerbread house and it was
won by a delighted Nancy Fee of Oxford Street in
Valley Stream.

group of young people from East St. Mark’s Place:
John, Jim and Julie Ruggiano, Chris and Matt
Reilly and Julie and Amanda Scalza. Their clever
and original creation, “Christmas Around the
World” contained tiny houses from Israel, Africa,
Italy, Mexico, America, Japan, Germany and Hol-
land.

Second place went to Linda, Cutone, Mr. Hans
Semder’s daughter, for her church and the third
place winner was a house designed by Marge
Chavtal and Frieda Clemens.

The gingerbread house contests were initiated
at the Pagan Fletcher Restoration in 1993 by our late
beloved president, Jay McKenna, who enjoyed
making his own gingerbread house.

BERT KELLER

At a special meeting of the Village Board on
November 30, 1998, our own Bert Keller was hon-
ored with the title, “Mr. Valley Stream.” Bert re-
sponded with a rendition of his original song about
the joys of living in Valley Stream. Subsequently,
the Valley Stream Herald designated him “Person
of the Year for 1998” An extensive article in the
December 3lst issue reviewed Bert’s involvement
with Central High School, Grace Methodist Church
and the Rotary Club among many other activities.

75th ANMEIVERSARY

The culmination of the 75th anniversary cele-
bration of the incorporation of the Village of Valley
Stream will be on November 17, 2000 at a dinner at
the Coral House in Baldwin.

ABSOLUTE CEARTER

At ihic November meeting, Carol McKenna an-
nounced that the Historical Society trustees’ resolu-
tion to pursue an Absolute Charter was approved by
the legal counsel of the State Education Depart-
ment. All paper work will now be sent to the Office
of Externa! Services. Ultimately, approval will
come from the N.Y.State Board of Regents to grant
the charter.

BEST WISHES
Al Mayernik, Helen Dowdeswell and Frank Ke-
ogler were in the hospital late last year. They are
all feeling much better. The members of the Society
wish them all a speedy recovery. A Happy New
year to all the Panorama readers too.
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VALLEY STREAM IN WORLD WARII
by Al Mayernik
Part II of Douglas Anacreonte’s Story of
His Grandfather, Francis X. Fink , as a POW Continues

The Geneva Conventions list
provisions for the treatment and
care of the wounded and sick mili-
tary personnel in the field and treat-
ment of prisoners of war. They are
to be cared for and treated in a
humane manner. The Nazis were
not following the rules of this agree-
ment and, as a result, many lives
were lost and bodies permanently
injured.

Since F.X.F had received very
little treatment, his leg was now
swollen to the above the knee. The
castle was like a jail, cold, dark and
damp. The men were separated and
kept isolated from one another. In
pain and alone, F X F. wondered if
he would ever make it home again.
The prisoners slept on the floor as
there were no cots or blankets. The
Nazis spoke no English and so the
POWSs could not communicate with
their captors. At one point, the men
were marched outside and guns
pointed at their heads. But the trig-
gers weren’t pulled and they were
brought back inside the castle. They
didn’t kmow what happen but were
happy to be alive. F. X.F. remembers
that after this event , he was never
poysically tortured, bui was yucs-
tioned by the Nazi Secret Service.
He gave only his name, rank and
serial number and no other infor-
mation. He later heard that several
prisoners had been blindfolded and
shot after interrogation. He was
lucky because he was still alive

The days passed very slowly. He
was cold, in pain and hungry - al-
ways hungry. “It was only with the
food sent to us by the Red Cross that
we managed to stay alive.” The
Nazis gave us some dry black bread
and a bit of boiled cabbage when it
was available. There were rats in the

castle that must have eaten well

because they were as big as a good
size cat. Another problem for the
POWs was the lack of water. They
were not allowed to wash and so
body lice became a real health prob-
lem. Other diseases. such as malnu-
trition and hepatitis affected the
men.

Weeks passed and FXF. was
stili kept in isolaiion, scparated
from the other prisoners. The win-
ter was very cold and the food and
supplies were becoming more scarce
as the Allies were slowly defeating
Hitler’s mighty army. The prisoners
were never allowed out of the castle,
not even for a minute.

By the end of March, the POWs
could hear the Allies bombing get-
ting closer. They bad to stay alive
until someone could find them and
set them free. The Nazis were start-
ing to panic and one day the POWs
were told to get ready to travel. On
the morning of March 29, 1945,
trucks were coming into the castle
grounds. The Nazi soldiers fled and
the men in the castle were finally
liberated by the troops of General
George Patton. They were taken to a
hospitai for cinergency meaical
treatment and then flown to Eng-
land. F.XF. survived his hunger
and pain and was at last on his way
home

The letter that tells this story on
April 2, 1945 by Francis X. Fink
was sent to his wife, Eleanor, from a
hospital in England. All the men
who flew in that B-24 were eventu-
ally freed from their prisons and
returned home. F. X F. was awarded
the Purple Heart, Air Medal, Oak
Leaf Clusters and four stars for his
bravery and conduct during battle
and imprisonment.
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NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, February 16th
8:00 P.M.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK

PROGRAM
WAYSIDE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

It is possible to drive down Dutch Broadway for
years and not notice Wayside School for Girls, the
Salvation Army residence and school which is lo-
cated there. Our speaker for the February meeting
will be Edward Plesnitzer, administrator of the resi-
dence, who will enlighten the members of the VSHS
about Wayside, which presently houses seventy four
girls on the campus. The school on the property is a
New York City school. '

Mr. Plesnitzer has achieved remarkable changgs
at Wayside, according to Bert Keller, who is on the
Advisory Board. Mr. Plesnitzer, who has Master's
Degrees in criminal justice and social work, has
twenty years experience in social service. Besides
Wayside, he also runs nine congregate care programs
for the Salvation Army in Manhattan and one pro-
gram for the Department of Juvenile Justice. Pres-
ently, he is anticipating opening a group residence
on the Bowery.

Cakes for the February meeting will be provided
by Carol McKenna, Gertrude Haines and Marge
Cook.

ANCHO

An effort is being made to revive the Association
of Nassau County Historical Organizations. The
goals of Ancho are the following: 1. Enable the in-
terchange of information and act as a clearing house
for programs and events. 2. Foster cooperation be-
tween historical societies. 3. Encourage the devel-
opment of knowledge and preservation of L. I. arti-
facts , history, structures and sites. 4. Stimulate the
preservation, research and history of Nasssau County
and its residents.

ORAL TAPES

There are cighty oral history tapes on file at the
Henry Waldinger Memorial Library. Helen Dowde-
swell began the project in 1986 with the assistance of
Adele Hagmann and Agnes Libath. Helen’s first
tape was of Emest Temple who grew up in Valley
Stream and now lives in Southold. He shared his
memories on tape of Valley Stream., pre W.W. I,

ART SHOW

An Art show will be held at the Restoration on
Saturday and Sunday, April 17 and 18 from 12:00 to
4:00 p.m. If you are interested in exhibiting your art
please contact Karen Selah at 872-0006.

ASSISTANCE AT RESTORATION

The society is interested in having men assist in
manning the restoration on Sundays from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. If you are able to help, please call Bertha
Ballou at 825-9146

TED AND AGNES

Ted and Agnes Libath were honored again in the
Valley Stream Herald for their volunteering at Frank-
lin Hospital Medical Center. Ted, who has been vol-
unteering since 1989 has racked up 3,000 hours, and
Agnes, who had worked at Henry Waldinger Library,
has 800 hours to her credit since 1994. A picture of
both Agnes and Ted was on the Neighborhood page of
the Herald under the heading “Valley Stream volun-
tecrs bring cheer at Franklin Hospital Medical Cen-
ter*. Ted and Agnes help to distribute paper backs,
magazines and “talking books” programs to patients.

LONG ISLAND OUR STQRY

A copy of Long Island Our Story the compilation
of Newsday’s historical series on Long Island has
been donated to the Henry Waldinger Library by the
Historical Society. There is also a copy at the Restora-
tion.

THANKS AGAIN

Hans Semder, who donated the extraordinary gin-
gerbread house for our December contest, has been
given a year’s free membership in the Society.

HEWLETT HOUSE AND ROCK HALE

Presiding Officer of the Nassau County Legisla-
ture, Bruce Blakeman, announced that a massive
renovation project is underway to restore Hewlett
House, a 240-year old farmhouse. It will be the first
breast cancer learning resource center in the nation.

Rock Hail Museum in now open ail year. Locaied
at 199 Broadway in Lawrence, Rock Hall has a num-
ber of events planned for this spring, many geared
towards children. There will also be a Saturday cham-
ber music series. For information call Linda at 239-
1157

BEQUEST

The VSHS is extremely grateful for a generous
bequest from the estate of Evelyn Hallock Dibble. sis-
ter-in-law of our founder, Mabel Dibble Ackerly

BEST WISHES

Prayers and best wishes go out to our treasurer,

Frank Keogler who was recently hospitalized.
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AL MAYERNIK IS TAKING SOME TIME OFF FROM HIS COLUMN,
VALLEY STREAM IN WORLD WAR . WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HIS RETURNING TO PANORAMA VERY SOON.
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WOMEN IN AVIATION ON LONG ISLAND
By Joan M. Duffy

SOURCE: LONG ISLAND OUR STORY

Rosie the Riveter is remembered
in our history as the symbol of the
women’s liberation movement, but
there were women pioneers in the
field of aviation on Long Island dec-
ades earlier.

It was not long after the Wright
Brothers first successful flight on
December 17, 1903 at Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina that Long Island
women took to the skies.

Glenn Hammond Curtiss owned
three airstrips on Long Island, one
the former Reisert Farm , right here
in Valley Stream where the Green
Acres Shopping Center is today.
This field was the largest commer-
cial airport on Long Island from
1929 to 1933.

Mineola resident, Bessie Medlar
Raiche returned from France in the
carly 1900’s and she and her hus-
band built a silk and bamboo bi-
plane. On Sept 26, 1910, Raiche
climbed aboard the plane on the
Hempstead Plains and landed in the
history books as the first woman to
make a solo light even though it
only lasted a few minutes. She was
awarded a gold and diamond medal
inscribed “First Woman Aviator
America” by the Aeronautical Soci-
ety.
In 1911, Harriet Quimby became
the first woman to get her pilot’s
license. Regretfully, Harriet died in
an airplane accident in 1912.

A big air show at Curtis field in
Mineola featured Bessie Coleman,
29, the first licensed black pilot in
the world. Determined to learn to fly
after World War 1., Coleman had to
go to France to train after being re-
jected by aviation schools here be-
cause she was black and a woman.

Laura Bromwell crashed a year
before Coleman’s appearance at Cur-
tiss Field causing the N.Y.Times to
write that women should be banned
from an activity “in which their pres-
ence certainly is unnecessary.”

Elinor Smith of Freeport who be-
gan taking flying lessons at the age
of 8, broke the woman’s endurance
reccord for flight at age 17 on Janu-
ary 30. 1929. She was guided into a
night landing at Curtiss Field by
Army flier Jimmy Doolittle.

At age 15, she had become the
youngest woman in the world to fly
solo

In September 1928, she flew un-
der the four East River bridges.

The American Society for the
Promotion of Aviation asked the na-
tion’s pilots to name the best male
and female pilots in 1930. Elinor,
who now lives in California, was
amazed to learn she had won.

The first women’s pilots associa-
tion was called the “Ninety-Nines™
Eight of these women including
Amelia Earhart and Elinor Smith
were photographed at Curtiss Field
in Valley Stream. in 1929
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NEXT MEETING
TUESDAY, March 16th
8:00 P.M.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK

PROGRAM
BOB CAMMANN

SHARING HIS LOVE OF LONG ISLAND

Bob Camman, who has presented excellent pro-
grams twice before for the Historical Society, will
cover Route 27A, the old South Shore Road. from
Jamaica to Montauk. At the road’s western end it is
Merrick Road and at its eastern end, Montauk High-
way. It is a winding road that has water on both
sides in some places.

After sightseeing around the country, Bob de-
cided to confine his explorations closer to his home
in Baldwin. In an interview he explained that he
does his slide presentations “to make people aware of
the treasures in their own front yards and back
yards...to experience places first hand.”

Bob is devoted to the Long Island Chapter of the
Nature Conservancy and has raised over $1.000 in
honorariums from his programs for the Conservancy.

Cakes for the March meeting will be provided by
Florence Gunther Kay Keely Ruth Ann Zwarico
and Grace Donley

WE’RE IN THE MOVIES

Cathy Varren, an independent film maker from
Malverne, recently used parts of the Restoration, the
parlor, kitchen, stairway and basement stairs as well
as the front of the house as background for a screen-
play which she wrote. She describes her production
As “light Gothic horror.” We’ll be looking forward
to seeing the Pagan Fletcher Restoration on the big
screen.

EARLY AMERICAN TRIVETS

Lillian Weaver has lent her collection of Early
American iron trivets to the exhibit room at the Res-
toration. The trivets are in a display case and each
one is labeled with a colonial name.

CORRECTION

Information on the oral tapes in the last issue of
Panorama was incorrect. There are now 146 tapes
on Joan at the Henry Waldinger Library. Eight ad-
ditional interviews have been conducted and the li-
brary is still processing those tapes.

PRAYERS AND BEST WISHES

Joe Gunther had emergency open heart surgery
at St. Francis Hospital on Wednesday, February 24.
Society members wish him well.

Manufactured by the Boardman Clock Co. in Bristol .
Conn. between 1810 and 1840. this exceptional antique
clock with wooden gears in the exhibit room at the Resto-
ration was donated by Margaret McManus

HOFSTRA CONFERENCE
Hofstra University will hold a centennial confer-
ence entitled Nassau County: From Rural Hinterland
to Suburban Metropolis on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, March 18-19. An informative brochure out-
lining the program in detail and registration to attend
can be obtained by calling 516-463-5669/5670

MESSAGE FROM HELEN ZANG

Seme time ago we received correspondence from
Honorary Trustee, Helen Zang who is living in an as-
sisted care facility. Helen was organizing her exten-
sive post card collection into albums as Christmas
presents for her children and grandchildren. She
thoughi that they would enjoy rereading the messages
they wrote and reliving the trips they took over the
last thirty years.

Helen’s daughter, Karen , plans to visit all the
Presidents’ graves. She collects Presidential memo-
rabilia and would appreciate any material or informa-
tion that Society members could supply. Helen’s ad-
dress is 10 Cheshire Place Room 141B. E. Northport,
N.Y. 1731

ART SHOW

A committee has been formed 1o plan for the art
show to be held at the Restoration on Saturday and
Sunday, April 17 and 18 from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Board members will contact artists that they know. If
vou are interested in exhibiting your art, please con-
tact Karen Selah at 872-0006.

FIRE DEPARTMENT JOURNAL

Bob Samno, a Valley Stream fireman and former
treasurer of the Restoration committee attended the
February 23rd meeting of the Executive Board and
presented a copy of the 100th Anniversary Journal of
the Fire Department (1898-1998) to the Restoration. A
second copy was given to Ted Libath, a former mem-
ber of the Rescue Squad.



On Jeopardy last week the cate-

housed in a Greek Revival building.
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Al Mayernik is moving to Florida to be near members of his extended
family. We in the historical society will miss his columns in Panorama PRESIDENT
on World War II.  An educated guess is that he did the column for 15 Karen Vitale Selah
years. As a master historian ( he taught history at North High School), Al
had all his source material from old newspapers, principally the Gibson Vice President
Herald and The Valley Stream Maileader. We will miss his excellent slide Ruth Ann Zwarico
presentations at meetings on his many trips to the West. But most of all.
we will miss him. Al, who is an honorary trustee, has been a faithful Treasurer
mainstay of the Historical Society, volunteering at the Restoration and al- Frank Keoglar
ways being on hand for various society activities. Al is donating his col- Corresponding Secretarv
lections to the Restoration. We wish him health and happiness in his new Kathleen Keely
home. When we get his new address, we will pass it on to our readers Recording Secretary
Ruth Anholzer
LONG ISLAND’S MARITIME This column will be occmona]]y
HISTORY devoted to historical places to . TRUSTEES
by Joan M. Duffy visit on day trips on Long Island Chairman Board of Trustees
James Buckley

gory was American Industries and It was originally the private home of | THREE YEAR TRUSTEES
the "answer” was, “This industry Benjamin Huntting, a whaling ship Jack Mahony
had 700 ships in 1850 and now has captain and ship owner. Valerie Esposito
none.”  The question, of course, Visitors enter the museum Bertha Ballou
was “What was the whaling indus- through the jaws of a right whale Ruth Joseph
try?” and the memorabilia chronicles the John Benedict

The story of whaling on L. can life of the town. A collection of
be traced principally at two muse- great sailing ships of the world fash-| ~TWO YEAR TRUSTEES
ums, the Cold Spring Harbor Whal- joned out of sterling silver can be Henry Krooss
ing Museum and the Sag Harbor seen here. There is a room which Peter Kaiser
Whaling Museum. Because of the displays the implements used by sail- Florence Gunther
long voyages, and the physical dan- ing ship captains as well as models Gabriel Parrish
gers of being Idiled or badly injurcd  of schooners , a shieid from Borneo Robert Presbrey
or the ship being wrecked, the crews  and a harpoon gun. ONE YEAR TRUSTEES
of these ships represented a cross  There are many other fascinating Anita Buckley
section of the lowest rung of society, things to be seen in the museum as Hank Selah

Indians, former slaves and poor
whites.

well as in picturesque Sag Harbor.
Next door to the Whaling Museum is

Eileen Brennan
George Donley, Sr.

Whaling was big business be- the U.S. Custom House that kept rec- Walter Harrod
cause oil from sperm whales, right ords of every ship and ship’s cargo. HONORARY TRUSTEES
whales and bowhead whales filled Sixty whaling ships operated out of Helen Dowdeswell
barrels that made ship owners rich Sag Harbor. Ted Libath
and lubricated machinery and The museum is open from May Bert Keller
lighted homes, schools and busi- until September. From Montauk Al Mayernik
nesses on the entire East Coast. | Highway in the center of Bridge- Claire McMahon

In 1789, Sag Harbor was named hampton, take the Bridgechampton Helen Zang
one of America’s first ports of entry Sag Harbor Turnpike to the Village Lillian Weaver
by the first Congress. of Sag Harbor. 516-725-0770 NEWSLETTER EDITOR

The Sag Harbor Whaling Mu-  Sources : Long Island Our Story and Joan M. Duffy

seum was built in 1845 and is

Exploring Long Island by Reminick
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PAGAN FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue

Valley Stream, NY 11580

NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21
8:00 p.m.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH HALL
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM

PROGRAM
SPRINGTIME IN PARIS

Joan Duffy, editor of Panorama, will do a slide pres-
entation of a trip that she and her husband, Francis
made to Paris. The pictures sill include side trips to
Normandy, Giverny and Chartres as well as scenes of
Paris itself. Francis’ photographs are always a treat.
Cakes for the April meeting will be supplied by Anita
Buckley, Valerie Esposito and Eileen Brennan.

ART SHOW

An art show will be held at the Pagan Fletcher Resto-
ration on the weekend of Saturday, April 17th and Sun-
day, April 18th from 12:00 to 4:00 each day. Admission
will be $3.00. Artists who have already agreed to show
their work are Joe Ryan, Diane Zider, Karen and Mike
Stankowits (Helen Zang’s daughter and son-in-law),
Bridget Manney, Gloria Fetter, Mary Bilotti, and
Antoinette Burke. We welcome other artists to partici-
pate. If you are interested, please call Karen Selah at
872-0006.

WE WILL GET THE SIGN!

A dream deferred will become a reality. Members of
the Historical Society have wanted an appropriate sign
in front of the Pagan Fletcher Restoration for a long
time. Now a carved gold leaf sign will be erected in
front of the Restoration to identify it. The recent be-
quest of Evelyn Halleck Dibble will make the purchase
of this sign possible.

A NEW HONORARY TRUSTEE
At the March meeting of the Historical Society,
Evelyn McQuade was made an honorary trustee in ap-
preciation for the fifieen years that she served so well as
editor of Panorama.

AL’S ADDRESS
Al Mayernik’s new address is 206 Live Oak Lane
Boynton Beach, Florida 33436. Let’s let him know how
much he is missed and wish him happiness in his new
home.

BEST WISHES
Helen Dowdeswell, Hank Selah and Helen Zang were
recently hospitalized. We wish them improved health.

RARE DOLLS

These dolls, who rest in their lace dresses in a cra-
dle and rocking chair on the third floor of the Resto-
ration were donated by Marion DuBois of Kennett
Square , Pa. The dolls belonged to Hattie Miller
(Aunt Hattie) and her sister, Anna, who gave the
dolls to Ms. DuBois . Hattie Miller’s house was lo-
cated where King Kullen is now on Merrick Road. It
was a lovely house behind a pond.

Ruthanne Zwarico, vice-president of the Historical
Society and a doll collector , supplied us with the fol-
lowing information:The dolls ,which were made dur-
ing the latter part of the last century by Muller and
Straussberger Superior, a German company, had
molded and painted hair and eyes. They are probably
on Goldsmith’s bodies with leather arms and boots.

The papier-méché head is made of argillaceous
washed sand, strips of paper and animal glue. The
sulfur molds were brushed on the inside with oil and
the papier-miché- mixture was removed from the
mold and dried in a cake oven or in the air. The
edges were removed with a knife and the head was
sanded smooth. Then the heads were painted or cov-
ered with a secret formula mix or with wax. Sulfur
molds were still used in the 1900’s to make composi-
tion dolls

PICTURE OF MARSHALL DIBBLE

The Valley Stream Historical Society has been
contacted by Mr. William Stris, from the District 13
school board. He is trying to locate a picture of Mar-
shall Dibble who was the first schoolmaster in Valley
Stream in the 1880’s. If you have any information
about such a picture, please call Karen Saleh at 872-
0006.

NEW BROCHURE

Ted Libath presented an improved and updated
brochure on the Pagan Fletcher Restoration to the
Executive Board on March 23rd. We are deeply
grateful the Mary Martin, the creative designer at Sid
Harvey, who helped produce it. The brochure is given
to visitors to the Restoration.
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Information on the Pupke
family, was recently passed on to
Marge Chvatal by Kathy Russo,
daughter of Marie Pupke Charles
who enlightened us on the roles
of the four Pupke brothers during
W.W.II. Marge Chvatal grew up
next door to the Pupkes on
Elmwood Street..

The following is from Kathy
Russo:

ERNIE PUPKE Emie was a
Tech. Sgt. with the U.S. Army.
His initial training was in radar
in West Palm Beach. He spent
his service in Marseilles, France,
training soldiers. He entered the
Army in 1942 and was discharged
in 1945.

BILL PUPKE Bill entered the
U.S.Marine Corp. at 19 years of
age in January 1940. He served in
the South Pacific Islands during
the first offensive in 1942 at
Guadalcanal. He was a Cpl. with
the First Marine Division, and
spent 2 1/2 years fighting in the
Pacific.

Two telegrams were re-
ceived in the Pupke home in De-
cember 1944. The first brought
joy and relief because Bill was
finally coming home. The second
brought fear and dread. Bob, a
merchant seaman, was missing,
his Liberty ship having been
sunk. Bill finally came home in
December, 1944. Unfortunately
he came home to find that his
younger brother ,Bob , was miss-
ing. As it tumed out, Bob, age
22, the brother whom everyone
thought would be out of harm’s
way lost his life at sea. Bill was
discharged in 1945.

BOB PUPKE He was an oiler in

The Merchant Marine during W.
W. II. We recently have corre-
sponded with a friend and

As a WW II veteran, Bob
Pupke’s name has been in- §
cluded with these who died in
the war on the plaque in front
of Central High School

VSHS-OFFICERS
1998-1999

survivor of Bob’s ship, (as a re-
sult of our Internet search). He
informed us that they were land-
ing troops and supplies onto
Omaha and Utah Beaches, during
the Normandy invasion. On De-
cember 10, 1944, his Liberty Ship,
SS DAN BEARD enroute to Bel-
fast, Ireland to join a convoy to
the U.S., was torpedoed by a
UI202 (Thomsen). The explosion
caused the vessel to rise out of the
water and blew off the rudder and
broke the propeller. This motion
caused the ship to split in two.
The complement of 8 officers , 32
men and 257 armed guards im-
mediately abandoned ship into
rough seas. Some jumped into
the water, but most left by life
boat. The #4 boat swamped and
the #3 boat capsized in 30 foot
seas. The # 2 boat landed in So.
Wales. The #1 boat made landfall
with 9 men. Coastal craft picked
up the others. Three officers, 14
men and 12 armed guards per-
ished.

DON PUPKE Don was a Cpl.
in the Air Force during the Ko-
rean War. He was attached to a
Bomber Wing and was stationed
in Okinawa in 1951/1952.
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PAGAN FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue

Valley Stream, NY 11580

NEXT MEETIN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 19
8:00 p.m.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH HALL
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM

PROGRAM
CHINESE AUCTION
Many members and non-members anticipate
VSHS’s annual Chinese auction. Come and get the trin-
ket of your dreams. Donations to the auction may be
made at the church hall from 2:30 p.m. to about 4:00
p.m..Gifts may include plants, knickknacks, games,
toys, children’s books, bottles of wine, jewelry, lamps,
frames, small, almost new, appliances, videos, cassettes,
and wrapped mystery gifts. Please do not bring any do-
nated items later than 7:00 p.m. The first envelope of
100 numbers will cost $4 and each additional envelope
will cost $1 each. Tony Melilo and Chris Van Buskirk
will be the co-chairpersons of the event.

Refreshments wiil be provided by Dorothy Vitale, Joe
Zabatta, Helen Dowdeswell, Grace Donley, Marion
Raeder and Adele Hagmann.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

A nominating committee to propose new officers for
the ‘99-°00 year has been formed. The committee in-
cludes Jim Buckley, Valerie Esposito and Jack Maho-
ney.

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

The Valley Stream Memorial Day parade will be
held on Monday, May 31st. Members of the Historical
Society will meet at 8:30 a.m. at Wheeler Avenue
School.

MISSING YEARBOOKS
The Pagan Fletcher Restoration has an almost com-
plete collection of Central High School yearbooks from
1928 to 1998. We are missing 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934;1984
and 1995. Would anyone like to donate his copy.?
Please call Jim Buckley at 561-8443.

VALLEY

Expires, June ZQOO

Nume . R ___ __ Renewal _ ___ New

Address L e - __Citv. State, Zip__ e
Date Payment _Check ___Cash

Individual - $7.00 Organizations $25.00

Student S2.00

ontributing S15.00 o
S$12.00 (Four or More in One FFamily)

Paintings by Doris Bergen

ART SHOW

The art show at the Pagan Fletcher Restoration on
the weekend of April 17th and 18th was an extraordi-
nary event. Eighteen artists participated, including a
remarkably artistic eight year old, Alexander Philip

Fiicen, and 102 paintinge in 2 variety of mediume
were on display. We are indebted to Valerie Esposito
and Bob Presbrey for all the publicity the art show
received.
SIGN TO BE DEDICATED

A ceremony dedicating the long-awaited gold leaf
sign in front of the Pagan Fletcher Restoration will be
held on Sunday, June 6th.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Plans are well underway for the celebration of

Valley Stream’s 75th anniversary in the year 2000.
Dominick Minerva is the chairman. Bert Keller and
Carol McKenna will write a sequel to Howard
Ruehl’s History of Valley Stream covering the last 25
years.

VISITING STUDENTS
Fourth graders from Wheeler Avenue School will
visit the Pagan Fletcher Restoration on May 17th,
18th, 2Ist and 24th.

—— o = W

F FORM
STREAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO Box 22

Valley Stream, NY 11582

(Clubs. Business Organizations.Etc.
TAX EXEMPT GIFTS
LIFFE $100.00
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MONTAUK LIGHT
By Joan Duffy

On a recent trip to Montauk
Point, we were impressed by the
role of the Montauk Historical So-
ciety. After the Coast Guard auto-
mated the light in 1987, they leased
the lighthouse to the Society for 30
years, supposedly for $l. There
were six members of the Society
available on the weekday in early
April when were visited. One
woman was working at the admis-
sions booth ($3 for adults, $2.50
for seniors), and another manned
the attractive and well-stocked gift
shop.

Montauk Light is the oldest
lighthouse in the United States,
authorized by the second Congress
under President George Washing-
ton in 1792. The original commis-
sioning document signed by Tho-
mas Jefferson is prominently on
display. Construction began on the
lighthouse in June, 1796 and was
completed in November, 1796.

However, there is a legend that
the Montaukett Indians built great
fires there to call council meetings,
and during the Revolutionary War ,
the British Royal Navy kept a huge
fire burning on Turtle Hill, the
bluffs on which the lighthouse
stands, during the seven years that
the British occupied Long Island.

EXHIBITS

The lighthouse museum is well
worth a visit. The room which
served as the Head Keeper’s bed-
room from 1860 until 1947, displays
four dioramas depicting the devas-
tating effects of erosion on the
bluff known as Turtle Hill. This
room was dedicated to Giorgina
Reed who initiated an erosion con-
trol program in 1970 and developed

a patented method of reed-trench
terracing.

Pictures of the early lighthouse
keepers and of the site of the light-
house itself from 1791 until 1939
line the walls.

The former oil room of the light-
house contains the 3 12 Order
Fresnal Bivalve Lens which was
first placed in service in 1903 and
removed February 3, 1987.

A fascinating room for children
as well as for adults contains an
exhibit “Lighthouses Surrounding
Long Island.” A S foot long and 4
foot wide model depicts all the
lighthouses from the Statue of Lib-
erty to Montauk Light. . Designate
a particular light, for example,
Execution Rock, and the miniature
lighthouse itself lights up and an
overhead panel describes the light
and details its history.

Those with energy and strong
legs will want to climb the 137
steps to the watch deck on the top
of the lighthouse. From there, a
visitor is aware how necessary it
was to heavily fortify the area
against a possible German subma-
rine invasion in W.W.II. In fact, a
German submarine did come
ashore in neighboring Amagansett
during the war. The Amagansett
maritime museum will be the sub-
ject of the next column in the June
Panorama.

There is no doubt that Montauk
Light is a magical spot . As Walt
Whitman, Long Island’s own poet
said : I...spent many an hour on
Turtle Hill by the old lighthouse,
on the extreme point, looking out
over the ceaseless roar of the At-
lantic.

( Some information from Long Is-
land Our Sto
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PAGAN FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue

Valley Stream, NY 11580

NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16
8:00 p.m.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH HALL
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM

PROGRAM
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

The officers of the Valley Stream Historical Society
for the 1999-2000 year will be installed at the June
meeting. The new trustees will be Agnes Libath, Bar-
bara Ehlinger, Joe Gunther, Adele Hagmann and Carol
McKenna. A complete list of the new executive board
will be printed in Panorama in September.

Bert Keller has agreed to be our extra-special enter-
tainment leading one of his famous sing-a- longs at the
piano.

A suggestion was made for members to bring baby
pictures to have others try to identify them. Put names
on the backs of pictures and don’t bring any pictures
that are irreplaceable.

Our refreshments for the evening will be our tradi-
tional luscious strawberries over ice cream with cookies.
There will be a $2.00 charge for admission to this meet-
ing.

DEDICATION OF SIGN

The new gold leaf sign advertising the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration will be formally unveiled on Sun-
day, June 6th at 2:00 p.m. There are plans for entertain-
ment, courtesy of Gennaro Filosa, and also light re-
freshments.

LILLIAN’S COLLECTION
Lillian Weaver’s collection of china plates depicting
U.S. historical sites is presently on display in the ex-
hibit cases in the exhibition Room at the Restoration
LION’S CLUB

The Lion’s Club collects used eye glasses and hear-
ing aids. The latter are refurbished for the use of chil-
dren. If you can contribute to this worthy cause, please
call Jim Buckley at 561-8443

.........................................................................................................

GIFT FOR AL

We are grateful to Hank Selah for driving to Al
Mayernik’s new home (Grand Court #2411 Lakeworth
Florida 33457) on his recent trip to Florida to person-
ally deliver an aerial picture of the Pagan Fletcher
Restoration, the Society’s going-away gift to Al.

PROGRESS ON ABSOLUTE CHARTER

The executive board received a letter from Carol
McKenna who informed us that David W. Paimquist,
Chief, Office of External Services in the State of N.Y.
is planning an on-site visit to the Pagan Fletcher Res-
toration.this year as the last step in granting an abso-
lute charter to the Valley Stream Historical Society.

DONATIONS TO THE RESTORATION

Karen and Hank Selah donated a copy of News-
day's Long Island Our Story to the Restoration.
Joan and Francis Duffy gave a photograph album con-
taining photos from the 25th Anniversary celebration
on April 4, 1998 and the parade marking the 100th
anniversary of the Valley Stream Fire Department.
There are also other pictures of activities at the Res-
toration

ANTIQUE CARS AT PAGAN FLETCHER

Ruth and Hank Anholzer are sponsoring an an-
tique car gathering at their home on Fairview Avenue
on Sunday, July 25th. About 1:00 p.m. the cars will
be driven to the Pagan Fletcher Restoration and their
owners will take tours of the house.

VILLAGE’S 75th CELEBRATION

One of the first celebrations of the Village of Val-
ley Stream’s 75th year will be held on Saturday, June
19th when a dinner and silent auction till be held at
Hendrickson Park. Tickets are $35 each and the event
will be held from 6:00 p.m. tifl 9:30 p.m.

SINCERE SYMPATHY

The profound sympathy of the members of the His-
torical Society is extended to Marge Chvatal on the
death of her beloved husband, Joe, on May 28th. Joe
was one of the first volunteers to help Ted Libath in
the rehabilitation of the Restoration

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Valley Stream Historical Society
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AMAGANSETT MARITIME
MUSEUM
by Joan M. Duffy

On our early April visit to Mon-
tauk, we had a private tour of the
Amagansett Maritime Museum. A
volunteer from the East Hampton
Historical Society, which operates
the house, opened the building for
us after a request for an appoint-
ment. The usual hours are 10:00 a.
m. to 5:00 p.m. daily in July and
August, and the same hours on
weekends in the spring and fall..
The fee is $4 for adults, $2 for
children. 516-324-6850

The main room on the ground
floor contains whale boats, dories,
and an Edwards Boat built in New
London in 1876 and equipped for
shore whaling.

In the stairwell, there is a re-
markable assemblage of black and
white photos taken by Doug Kuntz
in 1981 to “preserve a disappearing
way of life.” There are numerous
pictures of fishermen and their
families, some in their own simple
homes and having a very poignant
quality.

Among the pictures are those
of David Pharaoh, a Montaukett
Indian involved in whaling, and his
kinsman, Stephen  (Talkhouse)
Pharaoh, famaons for his one dav
walk from Brooklyn to Montauk,
his gift of gab and his local night-
club.

Everyone in the area was in
one way or another involved in the
whaling industry and the pictures
depict members of the well known
local families, including the
Dominy family, best known as fur-
niture makers, but who also helped
at the lifesaving station.

The second floor of the museum
provides a crash course in the fish-
ing industry. There are innumer-
able dioramas, pictures and models

all tastefully organized and labeled.

One exhibit, entitled, “the Bay-

man’s year” illustrates the differ-

ent types of fish caught at different
times of the year. Exhibits cover
haul seining, lobster traps, har-
pooning,, use of the dragger,
aquaculture, and how shellfish,
univalves, bivalves and mollusks
are harvested. A wetlands factory
display demonstrates the food web.

Trap fishing hasn’t changed since

Indian days. A picture illustrates

ice fishing off Gosman’s dock in

Montauk.

The back yard of the museum
contains a Dominy whaleboat,
Great South Bay catboat, a lobster
boat and a gunning shanty from the
Indian Field Club.

No maritime museum is com-
plete without reference to ship-
wrecks and there is a wall at the
Amagansett Museum which tells
the sad stories through illustra-
tions, maps and photographs.

A children’s center demon-
strates knot making as well as pro-
viding games, books and puzzles
relating to the sea.

AMAGANSETT IN W.wW.II

Amagansett is etched into Long
Island’s history of W.W.II. It was
on June 12, 1942 that the German
LU-boat Innishrucl cettled onto the
bottom a few hundred yards off
Amagansett beach. When four of
the Germans went ashore, they
were met by a young Coast Guards-
man, John Cullen. The Germans
never did accomplish their mission
of blowing up installations. In-
stead, all eight Germans from the
submarine were quickly appre-
hended.

(See Long Island Qur Story)
LIGHTHOUSE EXHIBIT
“Lighthouses of Long Island”

runs through Oct 31 at the History

Museum of Stony Brook 751-0066.
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PAGAN - FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY 11580, 516 872-4159

NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1999
8:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH HALL
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM
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PROGRAM
OLD VALLEY STREAM

Louis LeJeune- Quinn and her husband, Terrance,
will present a program of slides and memorabilia of
Valley Stream at the next VSHS meeting. Ms. LeJeune-
Quinn taught at Clearstream Avenue and Forest Road

Schools, Karen Selah remembers Ms.LeJeune-Quinn The now sign was dedicasted in front of the Pagan - Fletcher Restora-

from her days at Clearstream as “avant-garde”. MS. |tion on June 4th. Mayor Cahill, Village trustees and Officers of the
LeJeune-Quinn was a personal friend of Hattic Miller | Valley Stream Historical Society were present

and Mabel Acklery. She remembers that they represented G BRI  idees
the Valley Stream museum at the New York State Pavil-
ion of the 1963 World’s Fair dressed in historic cos- HELEN ZANG DIES
tumes. She was instrumental in obtaining the first N.Y.
State charter for the Valley Stream museum which at one
time was contained in a kiosk type structure in Green
Acres Mall.

Cakes for the September meeting will be provided by
Agnes Libath, Joan Duffy and Evelyn McQuade.

The Valley Stream Historical Society lost a dear
friend on June 3, 1999 when Helen Zang died. Helen,
who was an honorary trustee, was devoted to the
VSHS. She was active in many organizations when
she lived in Valley Stream. Helen was well known for
her poetry. She wrote the following when she left to
PLANS FOR THE FU live in Senior Quarters in Northport in 1995.

I never believed I'd ever leave my beloved hometown of

The annual Autumn Fair will be held this year on  ypy1ey Stream,

Sunday, October 10th. The Columbus Day weekend will Byt wherever I am you will always be in my prayers and in
feature the return of Central High School Alumni for my dreams.

their reunion and many of them will visit the Restoration I'm so proud to have been a “Gibson Girl” from good old
in the late afternoon of October 10th. Cochran Place,

The Society’s annual covered dish supper will be held Where you knew almost everyone by name or recognized
at our next meeting, October 20th, Trustec Joe Gunther their face.

is Dixie Land Band will entertain us. A proud Central High grad, Class of ‘32
BNQSUSIDEIE A member of the Historical Society and Catholic Daughters,

too.
If I were granted one wish, I could never ask for more.

. ) I can't thank each of you enough for all the cards, and years
The Society has three new Life Members: Dorothy ¢ emories galore.

Pupke, Martha Keogler and William Vivenzio. So goodbye and God bless you for the remainder of your
We appreciate the computer prowess of Jack Espos- days

ito, who,along with his sister, Valerie, has provided us And my best fo each of you always and in all ways

with a new Pagan-Fletcher memo pad, which may be

purchased at the Country Store and new name tags for Helen’s family has asked that donations be made in

the volunteers.. her name to the VSHS, P.O. Box 22, Valley Stream,
Two of our members were hospitalized over the NY 11582

summer: Henry Krooss and Elinor Weis. We wish them

BITS AND PIECES OF NEWS

good health. ANOTHER LOSS
Raffle tickets are available again at the Restoration
for a quilt made by the Malverne Piecemakers Robert Cammann, who did several excellent

Bertha Ballon presented an old fashioned apron and  slide presentationsat our meetings on his first love,
bonnet to the Restoration, made by the Esther Circle of Long Island, died on August 16th. The VSHS will
Grace United Methodist Church. make a contribution to the Long Island Nature Conser-
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. COLD SPRING HARBOR

MARITIME MUSEUM

by Joan M. Duffy

The following article is a con-
tinuation of a series of columns on
Long Island maritime museums..
Through last spring, we wrote
about the Sag Harbor Museum ,
the Amagansett Museum and the
Montauk Light Museum. This is-
sue we will discuss the Cold Spring
Harbor Maritime Museum, an easy
day trip from Valley Stream.

The Cold Spring Harbor Mu-
seum is dedicated not only to ex-
ploring the whaling industry of the
past but also to educating the pub-
lic toward the conservation of to-
day’s whales.

The museum gears its exhibits
to every age group. It is possible
to take a self-guided tour with an
audio tape.

Robert Cushman Murphy, a
curator of the Museum of Natural
History was in possession of a
genuine 19th century whaleboat
which is 30 feet long, came from
the whaling ship Daisy and was
built in Setauket in 1872.. This
extremely valuable artifact is now
one of the principal exhibits at the
Cold Spring Harbor Museum.

A tour of the museum begins
with an excellent diorama of the
town dating from 1850. Many
questions are answered on the
audio tape, such as why Main
Street was once called Bedlam
Street. It is interesting to discover
that whaling was one of the first
fully integrated industries in
America.

In the 1800°s at least 48
women from Long Island sailed
with their husbands on whalers or
other vessels. The difficult jour-
neys were the only alternative to
possibly several years separation
from their husbands.

The dramatic contrast between
A whale's skull and that of a
mouse is on display in the Wonder
of Whales room. Informaticn is
provided on the two kinds of
whales, with and without teeth..

It is possible to listen to the sounds
of 2 humpback whale.

Cold Spring Harbor Museum
contains a model of the whaling
ship Bartholomew Gosnold and
visitors can learn a great deal
about life on a whaleboat as well
as the meaning of whaling expres-
sions “There she blows” and
“Nantucket sleigh ride”

The art of scrimshaw is on
display in the main room as well
as art created from shells.

Videos on whaling are avail-
able and there are weekend pro-
grams for families in the education
room.

The past is brought to life at
the Cold Spring Harbor Museum
when whaling was an accepted
means of earning a living. The
last vessel sailed from Cold Spring
Harbor in 1858. The following
year oil was discovered in Penn-
sylvania.

DIRECTIONS: Take LIE to Exit
49 north (Route 110) . Go north
to 25A (Main St. in Huntington
Village). Make a left and go west
to the Cold Spring Harbor Mu-
seum on the right

The museum is open daily 11:00
am. to 5:00 p.m. June to Sept.
After that it is closed on Mondays.
Fee $2 ages 6-12 Over 65 $1.50
Sources: Long Island Our Story
Exploring Long Island
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NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20
8:00 p.m.
HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM
PROGRAM
COVERED DISH SUPPER
AND THE DIXIE LAND BAND
A meeting we all anticipate every year, the covered

LIBRARY’S PARTICIPATION
75TH ANNIVERSARY
Mamie Eng at the Henry Waldinger Library is planning
a registry of all Valley Stream residents and their fami-
lies. There will be a form to be completed and then the
information will be put in a bound book that will be do-
nated to the Historical Society. Artists who participated
in our Art Show have been approached to paint or draw
a small specific location in Valley Stream which will be
evocative of our town. These pictures will be donated to

dish supper will be held on October 20th. The doors of the Society.

the church hall will open at 6:15 p.m. and members and
their guests are invited to a wine and cheese social.
(Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available) Supper
will be served at 7:00 p.m.

Covered dishes should be brought according to the
first initial of your last name as indicated below:

A-G Vegetable contents, such as salads, casseroles,
etc.

H-O Dairy type foods, eggs. cheese. gelatins, fruit, fish
(hot or cold)

P-Z “Starchy” type, hot or cold. This might include
rice, beans, potatoes, etc.
Since kitchen facilities are limited, hot foods should be
fuily cooked and hot. .
DO NOT BRING MEAT OR MEAT CONTENT
DISHES. The Society will provide these items as well
as bread, butter, tea and coffee. Lillian Weaver will
bring her traditional large tossed salad, so we request
that members do not bring any. Desserts will be pro-
vided by Agnes Libath, Marge Chvatal and Bertha Bal-
lou.

A minimum of $3.00 will be collected at the door.
Guests are most welcome; however, they will be ex-
pected to bring covered dishes according to the require-
ments listed above, unless you undertake to do this for
them.

A special treat will be entertainment by Joe Gunther
and his ten piece Dixie Land Band. Come for 2 memora-
ble evening of good fellowship and good food.

AUTUMN FAIR
The Autumn Fair will be held on Sunday, October
10th which is the weekend of Valley Stream Central
H.S.’s 70th anniversary reunion. The Restoration will
be open that day from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. to accom-
modate alumni. .

Ted Libath and Jim Buckley have mounted an ex-
hibit at the Restoration of pictures and articles concern-
ing Central High under the headings Principals and
Administrators. Sports, Band, Class Pictures, Plays, etc.

NOVEMBER MEETING
The Historical Society ‘s meeting on November 17
will be dedicated to a hobby night.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST
The gingerbread house contest will be held on Sun-
day, December 5th. Mr. Hans Semder, who donated the
large gingerbread house that was raffled off last year,
will donate 12 gingerbread house kits to be raffled off
this year. He will be at the Restoration that day to dem-
onstrate using the kit.

NASSAU COUNTY’S CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

During the summer, Carol McKenna, Karen and
Hank Selah attended the Centennial celebration at the
old County Court House in Mineola. The building is
being renovated so a time capsule that was there was
opened. The capsule contained a copy of the Brooklyn
Eagle, a coin, plans for the forming of the county, the
names of thirty employees as well as President
Theodore Roosevelt’s dedication speech. Alice Roose-
velt’s great-granddaughter was in attendance.

The County’s Centennial Committee has announced
that a parade will be held on Sunday, November 14th on
Old Country Road adjacent to Roosevelt Field. The Val-
ley Stream Historical Society has been invited to partici-
pate

GARDEN CLUB HONORS FOUNDER
The Valley Stream Garden Club dedicated the herb
garden at the Pagan-Fletcher Restoration to their late
founder, Mary Villager. The ceremony was held on June
15th. Mary Villager was aided in the founding of the
Garden Club by the late Jo Williams in 1964
ORAL TAPES

Helen Dowdeswell announced that 154 tapes have
now been made of Valley Stream residents. One of the
newest was of “Kiki” Daries who owned the gas station
at Rockaway Avenue and Sunrise Highway.
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SAGAMORE HILL
By Joan M. Duffy
We had not been to Sagamore

Hill, Theodore Roosevelt’s home
for many, many years, so we de- [l

cided to take three of our grand-
children for a visit early this sum-
mer.

Tickets are purchased at a new
visitors center which has a good
selection of books and mementos
about the President . All visits
now are in the form of guided
tours run by members of the Na-
tional Park Service. I remember
wandering through the house by
ourselves, but the guides provide
interesting anecdotes and in-
sights.  Visitors gather on the
porch to form groups of about 4.

The property on the hill at
Cove Neck was purchased by
Roosevelt in 1883 for $30,000.
He had learned to love the area
where both his grandfather and
his father had spent vacations.
Roosevelt built the house after his
first wife, Alice Hathaway Lee
died and his daughter, Alice, was
born. After Roosevelt married his
childhood playmate, Edith Kermit
Carow, he named the estate
“Sagamore Hill...after Matinecock
indian sagamore , or suo-chicf
Mohenas, who had signed away
his rights to the land.”

The 23 room Victorian struc-
ture, is much the same as it was
when the family occupied it. The
furnishings, emphasizing a very
masculine décor, are mostly
original furnishings, owned and
loved by the Roosevelt family.
Only the drawing room shows
Edith Roosevelt’s feminine touch.
The house is replete with elephant
tusks, bearskin rugs with snarl-
ing heads and the mounted heads
of American and African buffalo.

There are also white-tailed deer,
elk, bison and antelope. It is para-
doxical that Roosevelt the big
game hunter was also a conserva-
tionist.

Before 1901, the only way to
reach the Roosevelts by phone
was to call a drugstore in Oyster
Bay and a boy on a bicycle would
carry the message up the hill

It was at Sagamore Hill that
Roosevelt met separately with the
envoys of warring Russia and Ja-
pan in 1905 and then brought
them face to face on the Presiden-
tial yacht Mayflower in Oyster
Bay. The resulting Treaty of
Portsmouth, which ended the con-
flict, earned Roosevelt the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Sagamore Hill was the sum-
mer White House from 1901-1909.
Roosevelt reveled in strenuous
activities and games with his five
children. Once in 1904, Edith
Roosevelt heard Archie playing
cutside the White House singing,
“I’m going to Sagamore. I'm go-
ing to Sagamore..” Roosevelt
Field was renamed in 1917 for the
President’s son, Quentin, who
died in W.W.I in France.

Visitors now have access to
Old Orchard house built in 1938
for General Theodore Roosevelt
which is s a treasure trove of fam-
ily and political pictures and fea-
tures an excellent movie shown
continuously
Directions: L.L.E. to Exit 4l north
(N.Y. 106) Take this road to
Opyster Bay and follow signs.
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PAGAN -

FLETCHER RESTORATION
143 Hendrickson Avenue
Valley Stream, NY 11580

NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 17
8:00 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
BROOKLYN AVENUE AND 7th STREET
VALLEY STREAM
PROGRAM
HOBBY NIGHT

Several members of the Valley Stream Historical
Society will demonstrate, display, explain and expound
on their particular collections or hobbies at our next
meeting. The following people are expected to partici-
pate: Hank Anholzer, model airplane; Gabe Parrish,
first day covers (stamps); Tony Melillo’s sister, cro-
cheting, Lil Weaver, W.W. Il memorabilia; Marge
Chvatal , autographs; and Helen Dowdeswell, wood
carving. Some individuals will do oral presentations ;
others will display their treasures. It will be interest-
ing to see what members do in their “spare” time.

Cakes for the November meeting will be provided
by Kay Keely, Carol McKenna and Joe Zabatta.

COVERED DISH SUPPER

The night of the covered dish supper in October
was made especially joyful with the music of Joe Gun-
ther’s 10 piece Dixie Land Band. They definitely
played “our music “ , no hard rock. The society
members sang “Happy Birthday” to trustee, Henry
Krooss, who celebrated his 89th birthday on October
20th by blowing out the candles on a cake made by
Agnes Libath.

HALLOWEEN

Halloween was celebrated on Sunday, October 3lst
at the Pagan Fletcher Restoration with a children’s
costume contest held at 3:00 p.m. Winners will be an-
nounced in the next issue of Panorama.

VALERIE ESPOSITO HONORED

On October 14th, the N.Y. State Adult Day Service
Association gave Valerie their Rumpelstiltskin Award
with a plague honoring her for her many contributions
to the Town of Hempstead Senior Care Program.

NEW ADDRESSES

For those efficient members who are starting to
write their Christmas cards, Al Mayernik is now at
3927 Hadjes Drive, Lake Worth, Florida 33467.

Ed Fare moved to 65 Berry Street, Valley Stream
11580.

GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST

The Society’s annual Gingerbread House contest
will be held on Sunday, December 5th at the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration. Twelve gingerbread house kits,
donated by Mr. Hans Semder, will be raffled off.
Mr. Semder will be at the Restoration to demonstrate
using a kit. Anyone who sells ten raffle books will
receive a free year’s membership in the Historical
Society. There will be three prizes for the best gin-
gerbread houses submitted to the contest. Agnes Li-
bath would like to remind members to bring cakes
for the bake saleto be held that day.

The Pagan Fletcher House will be decorated for
Christmas on the preceding day, Saturday, December
4th. Anyone who wishes to help decorate is wel-
come.

UPDATE ON THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY

Carol McKenna, who together with Bert Keller,
is working on the written history of Valley Stream
from 1975 to 2000 for the 75th anniversary of the
Village of Valley Stream, reported on their progress
at the last executive board meeting. The history will
include information on the L.I. Railroad, the Fire
Department, politics and the churches among other
things Since the Restoration was not open at the
time of the last celebration in 1975, there will be at
least two pages including photographs of the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration. As reported in the last Pano-
rama Mamie Eng at the Waldinger Library will have
the forms out in December to register families, busi-
nesses and organizations. 75th Anniversary T-shirts
will be on sale at the Country Store at the Pagan
Fletcher Restoration.

NASSAU COUNTY CELEBRATION

The 100th anniversary of Nassau County will be
celebrated on Sunday, November 14th with a parade
near Roosevelt Field. It is hoped that the magnifi-
cent float of Central’s Clock Tower, constructed for
the V.S. Central reunion by Valerie Esposito will be
included in the parade. Details are still being
worked out. Anyone interested in marching the 1 1/4
miles with the V.S. Historical Society is asked to
call Karen Saleh at 872-0006.

VISITORS EXPECTED
Forty senior citizens from the Town of Hempstead
will be visiting the Pagan Fletcher Restoration on
Wednesday, November 10th at 11:00 a.m.

8" GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST
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BITS OF HISTORY-MOSTLY LONG ISLAND

ANTHONY MELILLO
By Joan M. Duffy

One of the Valley Stream His-
torical Society’s most devoted
members, Anthony (Tony)
Melillo has amazing stories to tell
of his experiences in. W..W. II. He
was born in Padula, a province of
Salerno in Italy, August 1, 1921,
His mother was an American
who married his father, an Ital-
ian , and consequently lost her
American citizenship, = Tony’s
mother had returned to Italy with
her own mother and two siblings
when Tony’'s grandfather died in
the States.

Tony grew up in Italy, and
when the war started he was
called into the Italian Army in
1941. His mother had already
emigrated to the United States in
1937 when her citizenship was
restored after her husband’s
death.

In the Army, Tony was in
the Signal Corps and as a telegra-
pher was called a Marconista.
Soldiers were needed in North
Africa, so he went there to head a
radio station. He fought with the
Italian Army across North Af-
rica from El Alamein in Egypt to
Tunisia where he was captured
by the British forces. In a pris-
oner transfer arrangement, he
went to an American P.O.W.
camp in Algeria.

Two G.I.’s came to the camp
looking for imprisoned cousins.
Tony gave them his mother’s ad-
dress in Brooklyn and they took
two pictures of him. He retrieved
those pictures years later, as well
as a Red Cross card that he sent to
his half-brother in Italy affirming
that he was okay. Two months
ago his sister returned the card to
him.

lebylomm.

After the Allies landed in It-
aly, they asked for cooperators
and 90% of the P.O.W’s signed
up. Tony unloaded ships in Al-
giers and later in Leghorn. The
ships carried everything from nee-
dles to tanks. Sometimes, Tony
hid cigarettes in his gloves and
chocolate bars in his shoe

One day Tony talked to an
American merchant seaman and
asked him to deliver a letter to his
mother in Brooklyn. Initially, the
seaman refused but then returned
to Tony and said that he would
take the letter. When the seaman
exited a trolley car in Benson-
hurst, he met young woman and
asked directions. She was Tony’s
cousin and said, excitedly, That’s
my aunt.”

He also worked KP assign-
ments and met a Jewish G.I., Abe
Watzman. After the war, when
Tony arrived in the United States,
in 1947, he met Abe on a stair-
case in a N.Y. City subway.

Tony worked for 20 years, un-
til he retired, at the Brooklyn Mu-
scum. He traveled all over the
wotld as a technician assigned to
the curator of the Egyptian exhibit
and was involved in installing
exhibits in Greece, Tokyo, etc..

Tony ‘s wife Adele worked
with his mother in Brooklyn.
They are married 51 years and
have two sons. Tony and Adele
set up the coffee and cake after
every meeting.
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