WHAT IS A LETTER OF MAP REVISION?
A Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) is the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA's) official modification to an effective Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  LOMRs can result in a physical change to the existing regulatory floodway, the effective Base Flood Elevations (BFEs), or the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA).  Because a LOMR officially revises the effective FIRM, the flood hazard updates shown are used to rate flood insurance policies and enforce flood insurance and development requirements. 

COMPONENTS OF A LOMR
Cover Letter
A LOMR is always addressed to the Chief Executive Officer of the community.  It provides the case number, issuance date, effective date, and list of attachments.

Determination Document
This portion of the document, usually 4 to 6 pages, includes the details of the revision such as:
· Issuance date and effective date
· Revised FIRM panel(s)
· Nature of the revision (physical project, more detailed data)
· Revised flooding source(s)
· Revised reach of each flooding source
· Flood hazard changes (SFHA, BFEs, floodway – increase, decrease, or both)
· Other communities affected, if applicable
· Relevant portions of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) regulations
· FEMA contact information
· Public notice/newspaper publication dates (for revised BFEs)

Annotated FIRM
This is the revised portion of the full-scale FIRM.  A revised area box emphasizes the flood hazard information that is superseding the FIRM.

Annotated Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report
As with the annotated FIRM, the LOMR can include revised portions of the full FIS report.  For example, if detailed BFEs were revised by the LOMR, revised water-surface profiles would be attached.  A revised area box would highlight the new water-surface profiles up to the point where they tie-in to the unchanged profiles.  Various tables within the FIS report can also be revised, such as a Summary of Discharges Table or Floodway Data Table.

DATA REQUIREMENTS FOR A LOMR
· Application/certification forms
· Community acknowledgment (from each impacted community)
· Hydrologic computations (if applicable) along with digital files of computer models used
· Hydraulic analysis (if applicable) along with digital files of computer models used
· Certified topographic workmap with SFHA and floodway (if applicable) delineations
· Annotated FIRM
· Annotated FIS report
· Project narrative and site photographs (optional but recommended)

Regulatory Requirements
· Notification to any property owners impacted by increased flood hazards (SFHA, BFE, and/or floodway) reflected in the LOMR
· Public notice of any floodway change, in accordance with NFIP regulations Part 65.7.  Individual property owner notifications may satisfy this requirement if the notifications are issued by the community.




ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Each community participating in the NFIP must maintain a Map Repository, which includes the effective FIRM, FIS report, LOMRs, and all other NFIP products.  To view an effective LOMR, please contact your community.  Also, LOMRs and other Letters of Map Change may be viewed online at the FEMA Map Service Center at: http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs.  
  
For general information, interested parties also can contact a FEMA Map Specialist, either by telephone, toll free, at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627), or via the FEMA website:  www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/fmc_main.shtm.
