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GRO Groenwald, Anthony, 1898-1987,
Interview with Anthony Groenwald / narrated by H.
Bertram Keller ; interviewed by Adele Hagmann. -
Valley Stream Historical Society, March 21, 1987,
1 cassette.
NOTE: H. Bertram Keller prepared this recording
on February 20, 1991, based on the notes taken by
Adele Hagmann when she originally interviewed Anthony
Groenwald in 1987.-
Anthony Groenwald's recollections of life in Valiey
Stream include tales of hunting and fishing in local
woods and streams. ‘-

1. Groenwald, Anthony, 1898-1987. 2. Valley Stream

(N.Y.) - History. |. Valley Stream Historical Society.
Il. Hagmann, Adele. IIl. Keller, H. Bertram, 1915- .

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:

1. Outline of interview - Prepared by Helen Dowdeswell.

2, Transcript of interview foom March 21, 1987 - Prepared by
Adele Hagmann.
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VAITLEY STREAM HISTCRICAL SCCIWTY CRAI HISTORY INTVFVIRKW
Anthony Groenwald

(Anthony 's words recorded by H.B.Keller)

Introduction

Wheeler Ave. School

Birth in Valley Stream 1712/1£9€

Parents origins - occupation

Family chicken business

Reisert fammly

Finkenstadt store

Hunting in V.S. - champion dogs

V.S. Auto Parts buildinv - V.8. National Bank - Car dealer-
ships - auto parts business

School days - St. Boniface in Elmont - Brooklyn Ave.

Dairy farm - family business

Herman's Hotel- Elmont Rd. and ¥entral Ave.

Southside H.S. graduation - fiezsts job- N.Y.U.

World War I - U,S,Navy - Columbia U, -Flu epidemic - Armistice

Duck hunting

Pipeline

Fishing in lake

Trout under Hendrickson Ave bridge

GROENWALD, ANTHONY 1E9€-19€7

Tony's recollections of 1life in V.S.

before WWI read by H.B.Keller include

tales of hunting and fishing in local

woods and streams.
(Interview -Mar. 21, 197 -Recorded

Feb. 20, 1991)
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et 1e87
Oral History by Anthony Groernwal o

recorded by Adele Hagmann

Wheasler Avenue school - before the woaaden school
b 1ot g hool wae held in a little frame buil ding on the
other corner and my wife's mother, Mrae. Dillon was the
tee

Iwas born in Valley Stream on Jarary 12, 1898, My
father came from Molland and my moather from Germany., HMHe had
AR

Wt el

[%4

sful barber shop in Brooklyn (five chairs) but he
tao come to the country. So he came to Valley Stream
and started raising chickens as a business, Mhe would take
#ochiek&gsand eggs into the city by harse and wagon to
. in the market..0One morming we awoke to find @very
chicken dead. A weasel had gotten in the coaps and killed
Gy Times werutough then and my mather had to get
[ S family Cow.

mi 1.

She bought a goat and we had goat’

Later the chicken coop was located on Shaw Avenue and
evaentually moved to the southwest corner of Central Avenue
and Merrick Road. Finally the coop buildin g was moved to
the corner of Rockaway Avenuwe and Lincoln Avenue. There
Wenre o buildings located there at all at that time. '
There werggight children in our family — five sisters
ard two brothers.  Mary, the oldest was born in Brooklyn but
Jahn was horn in Valley Stream. My parents lived into their
gighties. Most of the people in town were farmers and large
familiess were the rule. Reigert, who owned & large farm,
had eightaen children. After a minimum of schooling the
chiildren went to work on the farm and the schaol schedule
aften took the farmer’s work into consideration so the
children could help.
Fred Finkenstadt's father had a store on Fockaway
Avenue and he would display his fresh fruit on a stand
outside the store. rememnber when 1 was in elementary
schonl we bove would sometimes dump the stand over and as
fruit rolled around we would pocket some. Hammono hac
ar iee cream parlor on Rockaway Avenue then. WHern I was 10
[T A =¥ wlad my father taught me to shoot a shobtgun and
wheaen I was 12 he bought me my own shotgun and 1 was allowed
bo go shobting locally on my own. I hecame interested in
idermy and by the time I was 18 had quite a collection af
and animals.  We hunted ducks (we called them
helldiverse and butterballe) variouws owls, including the
great horned owl , cranes at the pond, fighhawks, weasels and
; The rabbits my mother cooked and we all enjoyed
alen stuffed a large turtle which we caught in the
Funting was best in what is now the Gibson area
which was then heavily wooded. When I first started Fanting
no license was required but when I was thirteen my father
ook me to 7Hempﬁtmad for a license by way of the tracti
trolley which went there via Fresport.




I later raised bheagles and other hunt
Twe champions., I atill have many trophie Aon By omy doags in
the field trials. T always had a dog when {fswmﬁ & hoy and
trained even the mutts to retrieve when hanting. At one time
Ihlad 11 hownds in the house behind the building w@ﬁﬁlthe
Valley Stream Aubto parts is today.

ing oogs and head




On Sunday afternoons in the

daye  Ffarmers would put
their families in the horse and buggys (the sure aye with the
fringe on top) and  ride over’ to Herman®s  Hotel at Elmont
Foad and  Central fvenue  and would spend the afternoon with

ather families viseiting and picrnicking.

Iomet my  wife in high  school, FRockville Centre’s

Soubtheide High where I graduated in 1914, After graduation

I worked for the Goodwin Motor Sale i that town loceted at

Mz wver Street (row Sunrise Highway) and  Fark Avenue. 1

the s

time T commuted to NMew yvork University at night,

warking taward  my Bachelor of Commericsl Science degree.

Lanmd  Raidlec I fell

Uie might  coming home  on the  Long

and  went past  Jamaica Station  into Hempstead at

micriaght. Whern 1T fimnally got home after waiting for trains

b Jamaics and  then to Valley Stream, T decided that

all the education I neeced. I toak the trolley to

Frockville Centre to go to schoal exce when I wanted to buy

iy hest girl & soda-—ther T owal ked to

v bhe money.

Whaen World  War T came alaong T would see the groups of

e2rlis

gathering at the railroag

for induction
and 1 went home to tell my mother that | wanted to snlist,

Shves wenal d asl me  to wait "until after Christmas" or "after

ster” o various other upcoming ococasions. I Fimally

gnlisted and  Joined the Navy. My zhip was the “GOranite

Steel" which never left its mooring in Mew York City. Other



ailars were  billeted in Columbia University and I was able

T ooy

itinue oy commercial cowrses,

ambrer one occasion  whaen 1 was i the Columbia
cdinming hall  and they were gerving a diah  we all got WY

tiP@AmF““CHHu

Fonmdue. We even  had &  song abowt it L
felt very sick while eating but  did not want ta report to

FE Rl S

becawse 1T had hone  leave coming  wpoo drn & few

dave,and wanted to make swre 1 got Fome . At that  time

-

Apanish influenza was Fampant  and they would often 1oad L

the ambulances with four or five sailors to take them ta the
Mospital . A man  dn uniform was  forbidden  to ride the
subwayes, Mow was [ to get hame? Whern leave day came a

chauwffewred limousine drove up and the woman owner, whio had

Meard of  the dilenma we sailors were in offered to have us
driven home. Even  though I lived out  in the country in
Valley Stream she had her chauwffew take me there. AL EBo0n

as I got home  Doc Foster came over to treat me. He sigriec

the nece

sary medical forms to extend my leave. On my First

day out  while going for a walk n

the station, I heard
arout the armistice. The fire bell ab that time was a heavy

iran ring  and hammer. I got the hammer and rang the alarm

e

shher with  all the whistles and chweoh bells declaring

Feace at la

At one time I wanted to build & cance  to o duck

Fuanting. At that  time 1 tended the fires at the Holy Name



¥

lavry charch and eae] Yy oongd Bunday mornin 095 I buwilt  my

CENTCIE , When 1t was finished 1 called my Friend, Josenh

Cedbel on February 22 to try it ot There had bheen a

snawstorm and  there was still ice along the edge of the

We went  out on the water and wanted to oo cdown the

stream to look for  ducks. They appeared saddenly and we

grapied for owr shotguns and the canoe went under . A local

Fireman gave us dry clothes to go home in.

When the pipeline was being installed ©the kids had a

time running through it.

Trouwt fishing was another  favorite et The hest

spob was  dn the  “warm® water strean flowing into the lake,

Under the bridge on  Hendrickson Avenue was where

the big

could be founo. Achial b

Qries

2ing the size of the fish
which we  kide landed with bent hooke couldn®t beliove b

L

att that point was & turnofs on Hendrickson Avenue whereo

the horses  could be  driven down  into the stream for water

anc aul bthe obther side Wpo o the road agadin.



