Hbly Tr:maty Ebistbpal‘thu?ﬁh' a]l
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street’
Val]ey Stream :

CovERED nisw suere

Door opens at ‘6:00 p". Shortly thereafter, ,-W111 enjoy’
Adjustment” Hour with welcoming beverages and cheese Wi cnackers. i
Supper will follow at 7:00 p.m., according to the alphabetical assign-
ment below:

A-G Vegetable content, hot or cold, such &s
salads, casseroles, etc.

H-0 Dairy-type foods (eggs, cheese)s ge]at1ns,
fruit; fish, hot or cold.

P-2 "Starchy"-type, hot.or .cold. - This might
be potatoesi-beqngg rice, doodles,: €tai . . 5

As customary, the Executive Board members will prngade cakes- for dessert in
1ieu of covered dishes: DO NOT BRING MEAT OR MEAT-CONTENT DISHES. - Tre -
Society will provide these items, as well as bread, butter, tea and coffee.
A goodwill offering will be accepted during the evening to: cover this ex=
pense. The pleasure and popularity of this annual Society event mer1t your
denérosity in food and funds.

Gueﬁts are welcome. Hawever, they will be expected tu adhere 10 1he ?bre-
‘going requirements unless you undertake, to do this for them. In order to
provide adequately for any guests, please call Lil Weaver (791-5030) to in-
form her of your guest plans. One final word...please bF]ng hot foods fu11y
cooked and hot! Kitchen facilities are Timited. See you thenl

Lil1 Weaver

Following the supper, a short business meeting will bé conducted by Pres1dent
Antfony. Fiero, who will then turn the evening over to Prﬁgram Chairman Ji
Boerckel and. Vice President Bob Presbry for he show1ng of S0
our- events ‘of the past several years.

Sourids Yike: & nice, relaxifg evening. Do come!
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Sound: 'aﬁd- kidnapped: promi’-:
i who ware 1atgr exchanged

s 'Daring'Patr1ot crews. seized
y hay. grain, building materials
iy 1and,commod1t1e5“needed by the

British- c;upa ion forces.

Raids were ‘made on Oyster Bay, Hunt-
ington, Setauket and other British-held Is-
land ‘towns. In return, the British and
Loyalists raided towns on the Conrecticut
shore. Late in:April 1777, two thousand

British and Loyalist troops crossed the
Sound, landed at Black Rock (today's
Fa1rf1e1d) and marched to Danbury, an im-
‘portant American supply depot. There the
. British ‘burned ‘19 houses, 22 barns and
- storehouses, 1600 tents;: 1700 -bushels of
- corn; 1700 barrels of ‘pork, 700 bushels
of wheat and 50 barrels of beef. It was
a terrible blow to the American army, al-
ready short of supplies.

In retaliation, a detachment of Ameri-
can raiders under Colorie]l Return Jonathan
Meigs: left Guilford, Connecticut to destroy
Brtt%sh Ores collected at Sag Harbor.

Meigs crossed: the Sound.with 170 mer R
wha1ehaats in May 1777, accompanied by two
armed sloops. They “arrived at Southold at
six p.m. and carried their boats overland
to Peconic Bay, where they re-embarked.
When H!th}ﬂ four miles of Sag Harbor, Meigs
hid the boats in the woods and with 130 men
marched to attack the British guard at two

ki he_morn1ng

n soon spread and a British

] thh 12 ‘cannon, opefi fire
upor ﬁe-?a ders. ' Some Patriotg returned -
i thers: set the vessels in

4sem "aAT-iq,.';E.T‘OW ed 1V
<3 WeTTTIM "IN

'jsToops, IOGAtonsiaf hay, a qﬂant1ty
Pes. - Colonel

P \
@ sing]e man 1n the;ra1d

of rum: and.bthel_ste

For this brilliant exploit, the
Continental Congress thanked Meigs

-~ .and presented him with an elegant
_’sword

(to be tontahued}

For general 1nfnrmat10n about VSHS,
contact Anthony F}ero - 561-2090

BITS OF THIS 'AND THAT

There w111 be anather “pass the hat"
collection for the Statue of Liberty
Restoration Fund during the _meeting
fellowing the Covered Dish Supper.

The Society will match all moriies
collected. Receipts will be given

to contributors desiring them...Have
you noticed that attractive Christmas
wreath on the door of the Museum? It
was placed there by the Valley Stream
Garden Club and certainly lends a
special touch to the building. In the
future,"Flowers by Grieco” will be
supplying seasonal decorations for the

.door. A wonderful and much apprec1ated
.gesture by Mr. Victor Grieco...We'lil
“be’ look\ng forward to Trustee Harold

Igoe s néxt report on the progress of
the réstoration of the Museum...What
a terrific slide show and talk Tim
0'Brien, editor of the monthly paper,
"Long Island Heritage", gave at our
November meeting...We are saddened by
the passing of Dr. Wilbur Holz and

extend sincerest sympathy to his

family...Al Mayernik is busily pre-
paring for his display on the Statue
of L1berty for the Society's bulletin
board in the Waldinger Library (for
February). (McQ.)

k k¥

KITTEN

A kitten is so flexible that she is al-
most double; the hind parts are equiva-=
lent to dnother kitten with which the
forepart plays. She does not discover
that her tail belongs to her until you
tread upon. it.

- Hepry: David Thoreau
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NEXT MEETING

Wednesday,
February 15, 1984
8:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Hall
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream
PROGRAM

"01d Freeport and Raynortown--A Talk
About the Freeport Museum”

Mr. Robert Raynor, a descendent of the
founder of Raynortown (Freeport) will be
our guest speaker for this evening, pre-
senting a wonderful opportunity for us
to Tearn historical facts about one of
South Shore's interesting villages--

the home of Guy Lombardo and marvelous
seafood restaurants!

* kK

COVERED DISH SUPPER REPORT

Like the postal carriers who boast,
"neither rain nor sleet...etc.," 40
of our faithful members snow-shoed to
the Covered Dish Supper on January
18th, where a welcoming wine and cheese
hour awaited them. In spite of the
cold outside, inside was warm and
friendly, a social success. Thanks
to all who helped with the supper
chores. The Executive Board did an
admirable job on cake donations.
Since not all the cakes were con-
sumed, we are assured of tasty
goodies (now reposing in a freezer)
for our February 15th meeting. There
is no specific hostess committee for
that night, so help from the floor
will be appreciated. If you are

not aware of this, let me say that
unless hospitality hosts volunteer
for the months ahead, our coffee

and cake treats after meetings will
join the nickel ice cream cone in
oblivion. Interested? Call Presi-
dent Tony Fiero at 561-2090.

Li1l Weaver

REAR WINDOW

We are most grateful to the Rotary Club
of Valley Stream for their donation of
$100 to the Valley Stream Historical
Society.

Emma Bitowski won five prizes for
her dol11 collection at a recent show.

Don't forget to stop by the Waldinger
Library to see Al Mayernik's Statue of
Liberty display on our bulletin board
there.

Tony Fiero announced at the January
meeting that William C. Hammond, Village
Trustee and member of our Society, was
instrumental in having the Fletcher
House declared a National Historic Site.
Great strides are being made on the
restoration. A great big “Thank You"
to Mr. Hammond for his work on behalf
of the proposed museum.

We're hoping to schedule our usual
spring flea market again this year and
will advise you of the date as soon as
possible.

* * X
WAR_CAKE

(A no-cholesterol recipe from WWI; Helen
Dowdeswell's mother's recipe.)

2 cups cold water
1 box seedless raisins

2 cups sugar
2 tbsps. lard
(Crisco)

Combine the above and boil 5 minutes and
when cold, add:

3 cups flour
1 tsp. bicarbonate of soda dissolved in
a little hot water
1 tsp. each allspice
cloves
cinnamon
nutmeg

Pour in greased tube pan and bake at
350 degrees for 1 hour, 15 minutes.

* Kk %

WELL SAID

"When down in the mouth, remember Jonah:
he came out all right."”

Thomas Alva Edison



¥2o# 11uadd
340} MIN ‘wesuls A3|[ep
39¥1S0d °S ‘n
uoLjezruebu 3L404d-uopn

BITS OF HISTORY, MOSTLY LONG ISLAND
by Al Mayernik

Long Island was occupied by an enemy army
longer than any area under the American
flag. After Washington was driven from
Brooklyn in late August 1776, British
troops occupied the entire Island until
they departed in late 1783.

During the period of occupation,
those hostile to King George III and,
sometimes, even those loyal to him, suf-
fered greatly from the demands of mili-
tary occupation. Citizens who favored
independence were harassed, arrested and
their property seized or burned. The
families of two signers of the Declara-
tion, Francis Lewis and William Floyd,
were among those who were punished.

Even the Loyalists were sometimes
cheated by the army supply officers
when the farmers delivered firewood,
hay, grain and livestock.

Most of the inhabitants of Brooklyn
and Queens, then including Nassau,
favored the King. Suffolk was for the
Patriots. With the departure of the
British army in November and December
1783, the Loyalists feared the Patriots
would take revenge on them. And re-
venge, they had! Loyalist property
was seized; the new legislature of
New York State passed laws confiscating
Loyalists' property; the great Loyalists'
manors were broken up. Individual Tories
were mocked, spat upon and beaten.

Loyalists fled to England, Nova
Scotia, Upper Canada (Ontario) and the
Bahama Islands, seeking new lives in
new lands. Perhaps 40,000 fled to
Carnada, including more than one-third
of the population of Queens County, in-
cluding Nassau.

Long Island lost many trained people

and community leaders: government officials,

merchants, lawyers, ministers, doctors and
skilled craftsmen. And in this exodus
were some of the founding families of long
Island: Seaman, Hicks, Denton, Hewlett,
Carman, Ludlow, Hendrickson and Kissam.
) Some Loyalists stayed. It was many,
many years before the bitterness that
was an aftermath of the Revolution could
be forgotten.

(to be continued)
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THE BRIDGE BUILDER
by Will Allen Dromgoole

An o1d man traveling a lone highway,

Came at evening, cold and gray,

To a chasm deep and wide,

Through which there flowed a sullen tide.
The old man crossed in the twilight dim,
For the sullen stream held no fear for hi:
He turned when he reached the other side
And built a bridge to span the tide.

“01d man!" cried a fellow pilgrim near,

“Why waste your strength with your
building here;

Your journey will end with the ending day,

And you never again will pass this way;

You have crossed the chasm deep and wide,

Why build a bridge at eventide?"

The builder raised his old gray head,

"Good friend, on the path I have come,"
he said,

"There followeth after me today

A youth whose feet will pass this way.

This stream which has meant naught to me,

To that fair-haired boy may a pitfall be;

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim.

Good friend, I am building this bridge
for him."

* k* *

WORD MASTER

William Safire, author of the book, "On
Language," and columnist for The New

York Times, told TV interviewer Dick

Cavett that he has named his dog Peeve,
in order to be able to say, in honesty,
that he "has a pet Peeve."

* k K

CANAOVIN waR WySEUM
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Winter can trudge along slowly until March
has come. The cold and wind and snow of
January and February are sharp and keen.
They seem like endless things, until March

j PANPBAMA

is here.... March, the month of spring.
Hope rises in March, like the sap in tfe

maples by the side of the road. Hope puts
spring just beyond the hill, despite the

snows that come sometimes in the year's

third month. March is filled with expectancy
and radiant hope, and man, as alwa s, places
his trust in the arms of nature and ¢

year.
Lansing Christman
!ll'VSI.E'r1'l|!
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NEXT MEETTING LOOKING AHBEAD
For our April 17th meeting, Jim
RHLLSEI0)5 & and Audrey Boerckel have lined
March 20, 1984 up members from the Long Island
8:00 p.m Early Flyers Blub, who will talk

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Hall
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream

Program

"SHORT TALES
T of
THE LONG ISLAND RAIIL ROAD"

R. J. HARRISON

Richie Harrison will share with us

many of his memories and experiences

as a Long Island Rail Road engineer.

He is the author of the book, "LONG
ISLAND RAIL ROAD MEMORIES - The Making
of a Steam Locomotive Engineer." This
certainly sounds like the ideal program
for the railroad buffs and "Dashing Dans
and Dotties" among us.

Cakes for our refreshment hour to-
night will be supplied by Agnes Libath,
Eileen Brennan and Jane Sutter. Much
obliged, ladies!

How nice of Walter Savery to vol-
unteer to take charge of our Hospital-
ity Committee this year. Yea, Walter!

on "The Flight of the Spirit of
St. Louis" and, of course, on Col.
Lindbergh himself. The cake
doners will be Jane Simon, Helen
Zang and Happy Hering.

* x %

LOOKING BACK

The reports at the past few meet~
ings on the Museum are certainly

exciting to hear--progress, prog-
ress!!

Robert Raynor's program last
month on the town of Freeport was
very well received by the attendees.
And Mr. Raynor enjoyed being with
us, too! His slides showed how
the Freeport Museum was developed,
step by step. He alsoc told of an
old courthouse that was located
right on the water (which no
longer exists). 014 vaudevillians
who lived in Freeport formed an
organization called "The Lights"
and put on marvelous productions.

Thanks again to Lil Weaver
for handling the hospitality table.
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HISTORY AS HCE
by Julia Craw

In California, an amateur his-
torian recognizes the value of an
old New York State court record-
er’s book and persuades the owners
to loan it to the New York histori-
cal society for microfilming. From
the East, it had gone by covered wa-
gon to the Middle West, its empty
pages filled with family records.
From there it had drifted with genera-
tions westward to the Pacific. Now,
130-year-old records are filling
the gaps of genealogical and muni-
cipal history 2,500 miles away.
The library is a good place for
amateur historians to start and
librarians are excellent guides to
other sources if given a hint of what
is sought. Museums and historical
societies will have old maps and
records that may be helpful, as are

PAR FOR THE COURSE

A week before school opened, I walked the route my first-grader son would
I walked slowly and it figured out twenty minutes.
alone, he was ten minutes late the first two days of
I walked with him the third day.
far as it went.

take to school.
when he walked it

school. Puzzled,

was all right, as

trips as:
Tracking
Critical
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Feb. /March

the files of newspapers and land
offices.

Some of the most famous of our
country’s trails—the Donner, Ore-
gon, Mormon and others—have
been mapped by faithful trackers
from just such sources.

The sentence in a book, “The
canyon was so rugged the emi-
grants used cables and winches to
pull the wagons forward up the
hill—the marks of the old cables
could still be seen on the trees a few
years ago,” sent my husband and
me tramping through rocky can-
yons to find a tree two centuries
old, girdled by scars over 100 years
old.

The interest can begin anywhere,
in the crumbling foundation of an
old building, a remark dropped by

in a store window. _
An educational pause to watch a man change a tire.

Swing around half a dozen phone poles.

1984)

some old-timer. If you have a cam-
era, take a picture of that school or
house or church or bridge before it
is demolished. Fyture generations
of historians will thank you. And
you can add to the collection of the
nearest historical society.

If you can talk to people easily,
record personal reminiscences. The
stories may be vague, sometimes
exaggerated, but this is where the
essence and romance, the human
flavor of history is found. Accuracy
can be checked later.

The past, around us everywhere,
is free and exciting to explore and
so many-sided that anyone can
take part in its research. A little
time and interest is all you need to
turn what you find into an absorb-
ing hobby. 2

The twenty minutes

But I'd failed to consider such side

down a trail of ants from a sidewalk intola lot.
inspection of a display of trinkets and bicycles

Friendly overtures to three stray dogs and one brown cat.

In short, I had forgotten I was six years old once myself.

- San Diego Tribune

McQ.

But
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“Spring

“In those vernal seasons of the year, when
the gir is calm and pleasant, it were an
injury and sullenness against Nature not
to go out and see her riches, and par-

take in her rejoicing with heaven and
earth.”

%_ohn Milton
ractate of Education

VOLUME XI, Number 7

APRIL, 1984

NEXT MEETTING
TUESDAY
April 17, 1984

8:00 PM

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Hall
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream

Program
"THE FLIGHT OF THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS"

Hank Anholzer and a number of other mem-
bers of the Long Island Early Flyers
Club will present another of their en-
tertaining, informative and education-
al programs on the early days of avia-
tion. Since their last visit with us
they have opened their Cradle of Avia-
tion Museum in Garden City, which we
were privileged see a couple of years
ago. Now we have a chance to relive
Colonel Lindbergh's historic flight

in his world-renowned plane. Sounds
like another great program.

Cake doners for this meeting will
be Jane Simon, Helen Zang and Frances
Hering. (Thank you!)

* % X

May meeting: Wednesday, May lé6th.

BITS OF THIS AND THAT

Thanks due to Lil Weaver for
picking up the Hospitality
chores at the March meeting,
and to Auddrey Boerckel, Fran
Hering and Agnes Libath for
assisting with the "clean-up"
and to Fred Naef for pinch-
hitting for the vacationing
Wilbur Fare in doing all the
other duties required to keep
things running smoothly.

The Nominating Committee is
hard at work lining up a slate
to be presented at the meeting
this month, with the election
scheduled for the May meeting.

We extend sincere sympathy
to the family of Marguerite
Schmitt, who died last month.

The March meeting was well-
attended by members and guests,
who all enjoyed personable R. J.
Harrison's program on his memo-
ries and experiences as a Long
Island Rail Road engineer.

* ok x

A TOAST YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

America--half-brother of the
world!--with something good
and bad of every land.

- Bayley
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BITS OF HISTORY, MOSTLY LONG ISLAND - by Al Mayernik
Valley Stream - 1783-1860

If you've wondered what Valley Stream was like in the period between the
Revolution and the Civil War, wvisit the 014 Bethpage Restoration.

Valley Stream and the majority of the villages on Long Island were
“something like" the Restoration. Most people were farmers and the Village
had similar stores and trades and the same dirt roads, muddy after a rain,
dusty when dry. Farmers brought their grain to the gristmills to be ground
into flour. Logs from the farmers' woodlots were made into useful lumber
at the Village sawmills. In the wintertime, Cornell's Pond (Hendrickson
Pond) supplied ice for the community that was stored for summer use deep
in sawdust in the icehouse nearby.

Changes came slowly, hardly noticeable from year to year. The first
store was opened in 1843 by Robert Pagan. Prior to this, residents had to
go to Hempstead for their purchases. It was Robert Pagan who established
the Village's first post office in his store and gave Valley Stream its
name. The Plank Road (Merrick Road) was extended from Pearsall's Corner
(Lynbrook) as a toll road to Jamaica in 1853. The planks supposedly
covered the deepest of the mudholes.

In mid—century, Valley Stream had no church but was served by a
Methodist circuit rider. Later, Sinner's Hope Chapel was built, the pred-
ecessor of Grace Methodist Church. The first school house, a one-room
building, opened in 1859 and was the beginning of District 13.

When there was a fire, prior to 1860 (and later), all that could be
done was to watch the building burn. The residents were unable to do
much more than wet down adjoining buildings if a blaze got much of a
start. (The fire department was organized in 1898.)

Though a railroad extended through the center of the Island from
Brooklyn to Greenport, the railroad would not come to Valley Stream until
after the Civil War.

* ok Kk

Best wishes to all for a joyous springtime celebraticon of the Passover
and Easter holidays from the Officers and Trustees of the Valley Stream

Historical Society.

McQ.
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Wedne&day, .:'
May 16, 1984
8:00 M .

Holy Trinity: Episcopal. Ghurch Ha11
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream

Progra
“THE.GU@D;BEATERS OF\H1055¥§LLE"

Mr. Thomas Daunt, Curator of the Hicks-
ville Gregory Museum, will be our guest
speaker this evening and will explain
"Goldbeating” - an ancient craft re-
created: in Hicksville: This certa1n1y
should be an en11ghten1ng evening for
all of us. Try not to miss it:

The Hicksville Gregory Museum is
Long Island's Earth Science Center
and is well worth a trip to Hicks-
ville to see it.

The cakes for our refreshment table
will be supp11ed by Ruth Anhplzer, Marge
Finkenstadt, Marion Clinchy and Rachel.
Dann—-and we do thark them'

* X %

Audrey Boerckel's supply of Memory Lane
items for the MAILeader has just about
run dry. So, put on your thinking

caps and then get those reminiscences
down on paper and. send them off to
Audrey or give them to her. at a ‘meeting.

"?res1dent.g.‘..

* Recording Secretary‘.....ﬂelen Dowdeswell

was presented for 'the:
16th nee%1ng- (Nominat1un$

Vice' President.. ...

Corresponding Sec'y......: Margarét ﬁalfbn

_Treasurer._.,;....,,.....;.:M11dred Zuich;

Trustees for 1 Year: Henry Krooss s Ade]e-'
Hagmann, Ted Libath, Anthony. Fiero -

Trustees for 2 Years: A1ph0nse Mayernik,
James Boerckel

Trustee for 3 Years to fill the term of
Claire McMahon.........Li1lian Weaver

* * %

-

Audrey and Jim Boerckel are trying-to set
up a trip to the Cradle of Aviation Muséum
for all VSHS members interested in going:
Details have to be worked out and: we will
be. advised if and when we might: ‘be* goXng
at the May 16th meeting:

* * *

SICK LIST

Marde Dalton. is home from the hospital
and recuperating nicely at home.

Mildred Zulch is in Franklin General
Hospital.

Howard Ruehl is in South Nassé&u Com
Hosp1ta!.

It's membership renewal time again. To renew, kindly fill out this form and mail it

———

to the address shown below or bring it to the meeting. Please make checks payab]e to
the Valley Stream Historical Society. (Indiwidual fiemberships are $5.00:)

VALIEY STHEAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1984 MEMBERSHIP FORM

_P. O. Box 22 BXPIRES JUNE 19535
Velley Stream, New York 11582 ———

I tiave marked =y :gto‘:sow below. ‘Please send oy
Lifew - I"|Reneva)
Addresa

Tstroduced by :
Hobbies and/or specidl interests

i

TN S i
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- Laurel: - Franklinville ' 1
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MY MOTHER'S DAY *  “HUSEUM UPDATE

Village Trustee Haro]d Igoé dave a report
on the progress of the Museum at our April
h, 17th meeting,- The forms for incorporation
of the Museum have been completed. The
trustees of this corporation are Bert Keller,

I'm always away on Mother's Day

'Cause -my mother is no longer here,. .
I"miss her so muich arid could feel her touc
The memories of her are so dear.

What she did for me can never be - Claire McMahon, Anthony Striffelino, John
Appreciably .expressed. Mastromarino and William Sypher. A temporary
Her kindly words and many deeds fence has been installed. May 12th has been
Were always the very best. designated as clean-up day and volunteers

are reguested to help. The structural engineer
has completed his study. The Finance Commitee,
headed- by Mr. Serota, feels that its goal is
easily achievable. An initial donation of
$5,000 was made by Chairman Serota. The

Valley Stream Lake' 'study cont1nues with

hopes of low-cost improvement.

So, 1 must go away; 1 still can't stay
Where 1 lost her so 5udden1y

But,; some prayers and tears

Will, keep me through the years,
Remember1ng Mother's: Day.

Jane Sutter
(VSHS Member)

* * * * * *

A donation of $35.00 was received from the Vice President Bob Présbrey is doing a super
Blessed Sacrament Rosary Altar Society in  job distributing copies 'of those attractive,

thanks for the work of Howard Rueh1 and eye-catching flyers 'he. is making up to adver—
Al Mayern1k ' o , tise our meetingé. and programs. Take a bow, Bob
Va11ey Stream Historical Society Non=Profit Organization
PANORAMA U. S. POSTAGE -
P. 0. Box #22 . Valley Stream, New York
Valley Stream, New York 11582 Permgt:#924
Y oLream, . PATH
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Pythagoras used to say life resembles the
Olympic Games: a few men strain their muscles
to carry off a prize; others bring trinkets
to sell to the crowd for a profit; and some
there are' {and not the worst) who seek no
further advantage than to Took at the show
and see how and why everything is done.

Montaigne ij'&)
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NEXT MEETING -MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
President Anthony Fiero wishes to thank
Juﬂ:dSSSd?gé4 all those who marched in the parade and
8'00,PM he regrets that illness prevented him
: from joining the ranks. The marchers
. . were: Mr. & Mrs. Fausto Cimador in their
Haly Trinity gpéiggﬁ?;ncz‘;gﬁge**a” 1954 Pontiac, Howard & Marion Clinchy,
Valley Stream Allan and Helen Dowdeswell, Wilbur,
Warren, Janet & Karen Fare, Christopher
PROGRAM Ford, Carolyn Gladky, Bert Keller, Henry

Krooss, Ted Libath, Janet Mankewich,
Andy, Claire & Michael McMahon, Al
Short Business Meeting Mayernik, Andy Pfeiffer, Robert Presbrey
Installation of Officers and Shirley Siegel. (Our apologies if

anyone was left out of this listing.)
Chinese Auction

MUSEUM UPDATE

Bert Keller reported for Trustee Igoe
at the May meeting and announced that
volunteer work on the Museum had begqun
on May 12th. Central High students,

Strawberry Festival

Our customary format for the June meet-
ing. An oldie, but a goodie.

Jim and Audrey are once again in Friends of Bridge and VSHS members
charge of the Chinese Auction and ask painted the fence and cleaned up inside
your indulgence in bringing White Ele- until the work had to be suspended because
phant and mystery gifts. You can con- of rain. The work was completed the fol-
tact them ahead of time (561-7138) or lowing Saturday. Bert praised the workers
just give your contributions to them and especially John Barone, village em-
on arrival at the meeting. ployee who is particularly talented in

restoration. The Museum is scheduled
to be completed within two years. A
rendering of the Museum as it will appear
when finished was shown in a photo put
on display by President Fiero.

Since that meeting, the flagpole

Also badly needed are finger cakes
or cookies to be served with the ice
cream and strawberries. This is an
absolute must to ensure the success of
this delectable part of the evening!

This will be our last meeting until from the recently demolished Donahue
September, so we do hope that you will School (Franklin School)} has been de-
be there. livered to the Museum for future use.

It's membership renewal time again. To renew, kindly fill out this form and mail it
to the address shown below or bring it to the meeting. Please make checks payable to
the Valley Stream Historical Society. (Individual memberships are $5.00.)

VALLEY STREAM BISTORICAL SOCIETY 1984 MEMBEESHIP FORM
P. 0. Box 22 EXPIRES JUNE 1985 $ s.o0
Valley Stream, New York 11582 e ] D IndivAAUAL, covscnincrsasvossananrsorsnacesn 5
[C) Btudent.eee.veeerenreeicanmaronenreenncs 2.00
I have marked my. category below. Pleass aend my [T] Contrabuting. . cvvecioercronsanescnnsecesss 7.50
]:l“w Elknm E' Femtlyuacioeiacaocsserracosssassorassorcens 12.00
(four or more membars of ons femily)
o ] Ocgandzatiomale....v.ecenecierioaenssnacnas 25.00
Add (elubs, business orgenizations, ete.)
[T} sustadodng......seivsnesasorasecssasiasases 50.00
o1 (tax cxempt gift)
2 BW
) td28ueeeieiecriorees e S . 100,00
Intr d by, (tax exempt gift)
Hobbies and/or special interests Membership patd by [l caen Tlovecx

Date




R.I.P.

Harry Polychron, father of VSHS member Jim
Polychron, died in Florida on May 20th.

His Polychron Liquors at 162 Rockaway Ave.
is the oldest surviving family-owned re-
tail establishment in the Village (and
possibly New York State). 1In 1928, Mr.
Polychron and his brother Phillip bought

a delicatessen at the corner of Rockaway
and Mineola Avenues. In 1933, Harry opened
the liquor store at the corner of Valley
Stream Boulevard and Rockaway Avenue, where
it is still located. It was one of the first
stores to be licensed by the State of New
York. Our condolences to Jim, his mother
and family.

VSHS member Richard H. Brown died on May
1st. A resident for over 60 years, Mr.
Brown opened a law office in Valley Stream
in 1923 and had been the source of many of
our Memory Lane articles over the years.
One of his family members had served in the
American Revolution and 4 of his ancestors
had come over on the Mayflower. Mr. Brown's
wife, Anna (Bergler), also a VSHS member,
died last June; they were married in 1924,
Our sympathies to their four sons and 12
grandchildren.

Margaret McQuade, mother of PANORAMA editor,
Evelyn McQuade, died on May 10th. A resi-
dent of Valley Stream for almost 55 years,
she lived in our "old Gibson" home purchased
in 1924 by my father, the late William R.
McQuade.
is richer for having known both of them.)

THANK YOu

"Thank you for your cards, prayers, bless-
ings and get-well wishes; they made my
stay at South Nassau a pleasant one.”

Howard Ruehl

My own personal thanks to Barbara Ehlinger
for stepping in and getting PANORAMA in
the mail last month {with an assist from
her son, Bi11). Also, heartfelt apprecia-
tion to VSHS officers and trustees for

their many kindnesses. Evelyn McQuade

STATUE OF LIBERTY FUND

The proceeds from the Chinese Auction will
be donated to the Statue of Liberty Fund.

Another reason to plan to be there! Also,
a Hummel donated by Mrs. Agnes George will
be auctioned at the June meeting.

Valley Stream Historical Society
PANORAMA
P. 0. Box #22

Valley Stream, New York 11582

Mr. William P.

(She was one great lady--and my Tife

BITS OF THES AND THAT

A1 Mayernik's great articles on Long
Island history will be resumed in the
September issue of PANORAMA. His article
on Valley Stream will appear in the July
issue of Long Island Heritage. h

Mr. Thomas Daunt, Curator of the
Hicksville Gregory Museum gave a most
enlidghtening talk on the ancient art of
Goldbeating, together with slides and
artifacts, at the May meeting.

A letter of thanks was received from
the Waldinger Library for the $100
donation for books on Long Island history.

Audrey Boerckel is sti11 looking for
items for the Memory Lane column in The
MAILeader. Also, if you know of any
old-time resident who is moving, perhaps
you could ask them to donate old papers,
pictures, etc. that they no longer want.

It has been brought to our attention
that out-of-town members receive their
copies of PANORAMA after the meeting
dates. We are sorry that this has
happened. Unfortunately, it seems other
post offices do not give the excellent
service that Valley Stream does. We
will try to give more advance notice
concerning program schedules as one way
of trying to solve this problem with
the bulk mailing.

The Village Picnic will be held at
the Village Green on Sunday, July 1st;
rain date, July 8th. We will have our
usual tent and will sell our various
items, in addition to books and cup cakes
donated by members. Please try to help
us out again this year.

Those who signed up at the May meeting
thoroughly enjoyed the bus trip to the
Cradle of Aviation Museum at Mitchel
Field. Their volunteers are doing an
amazing job in reconstructing and/or
repairing aircraft that were originally
built on Long Island or were used for
historic flights originating from Long
IsTand airports.

Extra copies of the July issue of
Long Island Heritage will be delivered

g
Stris

to the Waldinger Library. Al Mayernik
will also bring extra copies to the
September meeting.

At the September 19th meeting, we
hope to have another program from the
Camberwell Collection presented by Mrs.
Ray Chambers; our Annual Covered Dish
Supper will be held on October 17th, in-
stead of January.

"It is better to have loafed and lost
than never to have loafed at all."

(James Thurber)

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE
PATD
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"w1]l be exp

fl.v.ss‘l mni fd beverages

. dnd.swacks. ~ Suyppei follow at 7:00 nn

.8, ,. according, kg _abetica]

assigrm=nt below:

A - G "starchy" - type, hot or cold.,
This might Be: potatods, beans,
rice, nood]es etc.

H-0- Vegetab1e content, hot -or ca]d

such as sa'Lads, cassero'les, etc.

“ (legds, Cheese) :
fish, ot of -

The|Execut1ve Beard w171 pr0v1He cakes
for dessert in lieu of covered dishes:
Do NOT BRIN& MEAT OR MEATqCDNTENT DISHES.
The Society will provide ‘these items, as
well as bread, butter, tea and coffee.
t foods fu11y cooked and

igs are. 11mztﬁd

however they
ﬂ o ggﬁare to the foié—
going requirements: unless you undértake

~ to do this for them.

R m1n1mﬂm.dbnatasn of $1.00 per Per-
son will’ ba coldected at the door. The
pleasure and papu1ar1ty of this annual
event merit ymur generos1ty 1n food and

funds..
. L sho

z WELCEUE HELtﬁHE 6 Fathgr Bruce Torrey,
the rew pastor at Holy Teinity. We do wish
" bim mich success in hiz new assigrment.
Sincere SYMPATHY to Father Bonald
Schpsider on the recent dadsing of his
lovely wite Marion, & YSHS senber,
¥i1lage Trustee ami Liatsan to eur.
Society, HAROLD IGOE, reported at our
Septémber meeting that the foot1ng for
the Franklin School f1agpo1e is in place
‘on, the. MuseUm gr@ynds ahd: C@ngressman‘Ray

this meet1ng and the's
‘the restoration of old automob11es.

~JIM. and AUDREY BOERCKEL are p1ott1hg
a f1 rst-time Decémber event for-the Society,
by way of a wine or cordial tast1ng on
December 5th. JIM POLYCHRON is helping
. them to plan this _qn:joyab'le eveént: Be
sUiré to'mark the date on your c_.éndar
Jim: Boerckel -will keep us pgsted as the
pIans ﬁm'up

***‘

~ GOOD. Wi RKS - He who has more learning: than

dood deeds is Tike & tree with many: : ‘branches
but weak roots; the first great storm will
throw it to the graund He whosg: good
works; are greater th is: nawledge is

1ike a tree w ‘ '€ %§§¢ s but w1th
&tr .and spreadifig) £oo
Q1] %hé wlnds of E g ?ﬁ"'



yﬁz‘id Tﬁe
nden - the ﬂurfom ﬂwy
and: mxtt‘iat mEny:

. the "Merrimick,” vemoved: Her msts.
covered the side with heavy ron plates.
and renamed her the “Virginia.”
On March B, 1962, the "¥irginia"
sailed into the Hampton Roads, the
body of water where the Chesapeake d@nd
James River meet the Atlantic. She at-
~tacked the wooden. ships of the Union
biockadi ng squadron. She ramied and -
he "Cumberland," destfnyed the. .
5 nd scatteved the other
i S5 th: - daiage - to herself: . °
Fear spread throughout the: North.. .
Hhat if the "Virginia" entered the
Potomac and threatened the Nation's
capttal? Or New York, Philadelphia
- or Boston harbors? The North would' be
tielpless.
. Like a fa1ry tale, rescue arrived

':fh the nick of time.

“abuilding in- the ‘shipyard of Thoas-

“Rowland in Greenpoint. Within 100 days

_the ship was finished. So hurried was

the ‘preparation, that the méchanics:

- worked on her night and day to the hour
of her departure.

X '1rne to d df-'m the gur cmﬁ),

‘,"p was Unﬂt as a se’a-
e ship’

Eaply in October
861, John Ericsson's first jronclad was -

There had. been 11tt1e
he

iy

he "Virginia” and a four-hour b
énsued. Broadside Followed broads
spmetimes at a renge of only 2 Few. yaﬁis, '
ot witholit apparent damage ‘to either
yessel. the ha tle uas a drawy the
=Yirginia” withdrew. never again m £
lenge the blockade.

The Unfon was slated: the blockade
was maintained. A greater effect the
Monitor's" victory had was on future
warships. Britain, which had considered
it had 149 first c]ass warships, now
~realized ;:3; 'of that numbe "'on1y o, -

-\ Eg ve AT, PR
K rebuild tc reéiate tu fr
~wooden. sh‘lps with dronclads.

(To be contlnued)

kok ok

LAST CHANCE to renew. your membei-smp befnra
being _dragpad From the PANGRAM& mailing °
1ist. The Eg'sﬁﬁedu}e § £ $? dualy.
; Contr buting‘ B0
Fﬁli'l'”y* $12 {i or more members of -ohe
family); Organizational (cTubs, business:
organizations, etc.): $25; éta'imng (tax
_exempt gift): $50; Life (tax xempt gift):
$100. Please remit to VSHS, P: 0 Box 22,
‘Jaﬂey Stream, New York 11582 .
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THE FIRST THANKSGIVING

was proclaimed from York by the Continental
Congress on November 1, 1777, to be cele-
brated on Thursday, December 18. It was
read by Sam Adams of Massachusetts, ''Father
of the Revolution," advocating for the first
time "one day of public thanksgiving" for
all of the states after the battle of Sara-

toga, "that with one heart and one voice
the good people may express the grateful
feelings of their hearts."

By various historical and
patriotic societies and the
National Thanksgiving Foundation

(From an historical sign erected on East
Market Street in York, Pennsylvania.)

VOLUME XII, No. 3

November/December 1984

Coming Events
NEXT MEETING

Wednesday,
November 28, 1984
8:00 p.m.

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Hall
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
Valley Stream

Program

Another welcome visit from our friend,
Hank Anholzer. This time Hank will tell
us about the restoratiom of antique auto-
mobiles by The Long Island Regional Group
of The Early Ford V-8 Club of America.
This is a popular hobby of thousands of
people throughout the country, and it
should be most interesting to learn just
how they keep those beautiful old cars

in top notch condition.

Our hostess/cake doners for the evening
are: Caroline Young, Marion Raeder,
Gladys Shaw, Margaret Finkenstadt and
Eileen F. Brennan. Thank you all!

and then...

on

Wednesday,
December 5, 1984
8:00 p.m.

(also in the Church Hall)
A CORDIAL & L IQUEUR TASTING

Jim and Audrey Boerckel and Jim Polychron
have arranged for a representative from
Hiram Walker to show a film and then let

us sample many delectable after dinner

and dessert drinks to give us a headstart
on the holiday season. At the door contri-
butions for this event are $2.00 per person.

We don't usually have any events in Decem-
ber, so this doesn't sound Tike one to be
missed!

BITS OF THIS 'N' THAT

President Claire McMahon wishes to express
her sincere appreciation and thanks to all
who worked on the Covered Dish Supper--
another successful evening enjoyed by mem-
bers and their guests.

About 50 people witnessed the raising
of the flag at the Museum on Sunday, Novem-
ber 11th, on the flag pole that had stood
on the grounds of the recently demolished
Donahue School (Franklin School). Mayor
Greco and all the Village trustees at-
tended and Trustee Harold Igoe preceded
and actually hoisted this flag that had
been presented to the Museum by Congress-
man Ray McGrath.

Don't forget to send along any "Memory
Lane" items you have to Audrey Boerckel.

It was fun to hear Jim Boerckel inter-
view Jane Sutter about her "Tin Pan Alley"
days for the Covered Dish Supper program.

We have received an acknowledgement
from the Statue of Liberty Restoration
Committee for your contributions and the
Society's matching contribution.

* % *
1985 Meeting Schedule:
Wednesday....ovvveniinnnnnens January 16
TUESdAY . v e e eeee s ae e iaann, February 19
TUESARY e e ee e ceennnaenans March 19
Wednesday....ovvevuviviinnanen, April 17
Wednesday......covireiinnnannnnnnn May 15
Wednesday............uu EnlEe s o < e June 19
Wednesday.....cocieneunan.. September 18
Wednesday.............. . October 16
Wednesday.......ccovviunnn. November 20

(Circumstances beyond our control might
cause these dates to be changed.)

* Kk x
Interest
When a person takes you aside and asks you
what rent you pay and whether your boots

pinch, you know that he is interested in
you.

George Bernard Shaw
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BITS OF HISTORY, MOSTLY LONG ISLAND
By Al Mayernik
The Coming of the Railroad (Part I)

Two locomotives were built for the
Brooklyn and Jamaica Rail Road and
soon became the property of the newly
organized Long Island Rail Road. The
"Ariel” was finished in November 1835
and was used for the first run from
Brooklyn to Jamaica in 1836. Both
"Ariel” and the second locomotive
"Post Boy" were identical, weighing
about 7 tons and cost $7,000 apiece.
The 1ine was soon extended from Jamai-
ca to Hicksville.

The plan was to run the tracks
Trom Brookiyn to Greenport, where
passengers would take a ferry to
Southington, Connecticut, and then
transfer to a Boston-bound train on
the 01d Colony Line. Though the
railroad was completed to Greenport
in 1844, the extended line did not
immediately bring prosperity to the
Long Island Rail Road since a direct
overland route was completed from
Boston to New York City in 1850.

There was great opposition to the
railroad throughout the Island. Vil-
lagers objected to the noise; farmers
were angered when trains frightened
their livestock and sparks from
wood-burning engines set fire to
their fields and woodlands. Stations
were burned; tracks were torn up and
trains were stoned and wrecked.

{To be continued)

HELP WANTED

We are in desperate need of an Act-
ing Treasurer to help us out while
our Treasurer, Mildred Zulch, is
recuperating. Helen Dowdeswell, our
Recording Secretary, has been doing
an admiral job of filling in, but
now has other commitments. We are
hoping that someone from the member -
ship will volunteer to take over the
books at this time. Please contact
Claire McMahon - 561-9879 or speak
to her at the meeting.
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“Ariel" - The LIRR's first locomotive

* * *

BEAUTIFUL LADY OF LIBERTY - by Jane Sutter
(VSHS member)

Beautiful Lady

It's so good to know you
To Took up at your eyes
That 1ight up the skies
And make our hearts pound.

Beautiful Lady

Though you're just a statue
Nothing can match you

We're so glad you're around.

You are our hope and inspiration

You have our love and admiration
You're the spirit of our great nation
You make us so proud.

Millions of people were thrilled to see you
And millions more are eager to meet you
Your torch will glow 'til eternity
Beautiful Lady of Liberty!

* %k *

NOTE OF SYMPATHY - to a former VSHS presi-

dent, Ted Libath, on the recent death of
his mother Joanna Libath, a longtime resi-
dent of the Village.

* * %

The next issue of PANORAMA will be sent out
in January. Enjoy the holidays!



