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NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, September 16, 1981
_ 8300 p.m. S
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Hall
Brooklyn Avenue & 7th Street
: Valley Stream

PROGRAM

"WILLIS COMPANY"
Co. H., 119th N. Y. Volunteers

This i¢ a non-profit organization dedica-
ted to accurately portraying the lives of.
Long Island volunteer soldiers during the
period. of our American Civil War.

They present, through living history; what
it was like to be a soldier fighting for
the Union in the year of 1863 versus the
formidable Conferate foe._

Co. H, of the 119th N. Y. Volunteers was
organized in the fall of 1862 by Benjamin
_.A. Willis of Roslyn, who enlisted 100 men
from Hempstead and North Hempstead towns
on Long Island. "Willis Company" fought
brazély to preserve the Union at many a
costly hattle.

The newly re-formed Company lives on through
presentations to historical organizations
and participation at Civil War encampments
in New York and elsewhere. Members pur-
chase their own uniforms and accoutrements,
research the history of the unit and assume
the identity of an original member for a
unique first-person impressiont " i .
Following the program, which will also in-
clude sTides and demonStrations, there will
be a:questioh:and answer period.

Do 3o bs far the first meeting and pro-
gram- of,the e season.
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MEETING SCHEDULE fob- the vest of this year:
October 21st ’
November 18th ,
December - -no meeting
The 1982 schedule will be published in a
future issué of PANORAMA. -

PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Welcome back...

This year our theme will be "Valley Stream
Through the Years." Our suggestion box -
will be on the table in the front of the
room and we hope you'll use 'it.

The Village Picnic on the Green turned out
to be a lot of fun and a money-maker for
us, Our tent was colorful and cool. Many
volunteers helped out. Special thanks to
the Tadies who baked during some very hot
weather. The goodies were very popular,
not a bite was left. - We even sold the
crumbs! . (One lady sold her cake before
she even got to the tent.)

The note paper proved to be popular as did
our book shelf, thanks to the Library. For
details, come and listen to Dagmar's re-
port,

We still need some voluntears to run the
sales corner.at the meetings.

We're Tooking forward to this year and hope
that you will make it successful--we can't
do it wjthout you.

Claire McMahon

P. S. Paid-up membership cards are at the
table as you enter,
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES FOR THE MEW .SEASON
resident - Claire McHMahon “cr
Vice .President,~ Bob Presbry .
Corresponding :Sec'y - Mildred Zaleh.
Recording Sec'y - Howard Rughl - ..
Treasurer « Dagmar Ficken - Gie,
Trustees: Anthony Fiero, Jim-Boerckel,Ted
Libath, Al Mayernik, Wilbur Fare,Allan
Dowdeswell,Li11ian Weaver,, Aldrey
Boerckel and Evelyn McQuade, EmmA Ofowsxi
Membership - Margaret Warrell & Andy Pfeiffer
Programs - Audrey and Jim Boerckel
Hospitality - Peg and Bert. Keller
Publicity - Lillian Weaver '
Sunshine - Agnes & Ted Libath
Country Store - You ? 2 7
PANORAMA - Evelyn McQuade, Editor
Eileen Brennan & Nan Miller
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BITS OF HISTORY, MOSTLY LONG ISLAND
Al Mayernik

The Indians of Valley Stream

The Indians occupying the Valley Stream-
ETmont area wers the -Rockaways, one of -
‘the thirteen tribes occupying Long Island.
The Rockaways' main settlement was at what
is now Rockville Centre. The tribe was
scattered over the southern part of pres-
ent day Hempstead and over an area includ-
ing Rockaway Beach and Jamaica. - Rockaway
means “sandy place" in the Algonguin lan-
guage. . -
The Rockaways, along with the other tribes
of Loeng Island, were part of the great Al-
gonquin Nation, tribes related by language,
and who were widely distributed throughout
the United States and Canada. The Cheyenne
of the Western Plains were more closely re-
lated in Janguage to the Rockaways than the
Rockaways were to the Iroquois of ceptral
New York. ' N ,
The Indian population of the entire Island
could never have been large. Some histori-
ans estimgte that as of 1635, the date of
the first Dutch settlement in the area, the
population was no more than 6,500 for the
13 tribes, averaging 500 per tribe. Colsj-
Jowominick was the Rockaway Indian village
near the site of the present-day Valley
Stream.

From 1635 on, the population steadily de-
creased, mostly from the diseases intro-
duced by the white settlers; the Indians
had no immunity to these diseases. Small
pox, and even ordinary children's diseases
such as measles,- took a dreadful toll. Rum,
sold by Dutch and English, traders, helped
destroy the moral fiber of the tribes.

At about 1670, only 35 .yedrs after the com-
ing of the Dutch, there:were only two small
villages on the Island. Tribal 1ife, as
such, disappeared 1ong before the American
Revolution.

The Homgs of the Rockaway Indians

The dome-shaped wigwam seems to have been
the common type of dwelling on lond Island,
though the long-house type, similar to that
of the Irpquois of central New York, was al-
50 used by the Rockaways and other tribes of
western Long Island.

The wigwam was made by digging holes in a cir-

cular pattern, inserting-and tamping in sap-
Tings, Binding each pole with its opposite
number. i
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It was then covered with mats made of
grass, .grass thatch ar skins of ani-
mals or both.

These wigwams housed a single family.,
The much larger long-houses held as
many as saven or eight families, per-
haps twenty or twenty-five people.

(To be continggﬁhgi
LIBRARY - AT Mayernik is sti1l working
very hard on our bulletin board at the
Library. This month he's featuring a
display of World War II humor--Sad Sack,
Bill Mauldin, etc. Be sure to tell Al
of your favorites of his displays and
mention any you might like to see in the
future. ' He'd appreciate hearing from
you. ’

COMING EVENTS

September 13th - Rabbi Resnikoff has in-
vited all VSHS members to attend the
dedication of the rebuilt Temple Gates .
of Zion, 322 N. Corona Avé., at 2 p.m.

September 26th & 27th - arts and crafts
exhibit on Village Green% Also, Elks
Club Oktoberfest in parking Tot oppo--
site their club house. ]

Octobar - Library has asked us to put or
program - more detdils- at. September
meeting and. in October PANORAMA.

LOST & FOUN% - Claire has folding-chair
eft at the picnic and will bring 1t
to the September meeting for the .
owner to:piek up, o ! Tt




~dn additicn, Bert keller iJJ give a:
-five}mfnute racollectibn &
s’ in Valle

pm. - Waldinger @

o et Library
“VALLEY STREAM: THEN AND NOW"

As mentioned last month, the L1brary in—
i. '

»qitad us ‘to put naa pru nam -
==;H¢ward Ruehl 1s 0get
“idepicting various neas as ‘they were and

- as the{ are now. Bert Keller, Emma

Bitowski and Al Mayernik are also hard
at work 1in gathering interesting facts
that should be of interést to all. We
do hope all members will try to attend
to lend support to all who are putting

gg an. enjoyab1e evening tu baot
f ' * * *- ; 3 :
HOBBY NIGHT for the Noverber 18th meet-
ing. Emma Bitowski is.sti11 looking
_for members who will share thqir arts,
" crafts, collections, ete. with us. ~

;h1s program together, as well as spend-

1nsp1r1ng. RN ' : ¥
From all reports the v. S Centrai

High School Alumni meeting and party

was a hugh success, w1th over 200.in.

att ndan;e. —Ihera re people from

all parts ¢ ﬁﬂuo sﬁdwva g1l as v
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member, ‘Edith Van Dyk.)

Claire McMahon, our hard-working
President, is still lodking for some-
one to take change of our Tittle
Country Store at the meetings. In ad-
dition, she is seeking a .chairperson
for the Flea Market to: be held next
“Spring. Whoever does volunteer
rest assured he/she will receive ats
of he=p and cooperation -
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$LY umhking. mourning and
‘record: keeping. A message sent without

" a wampum belt was considered an “empty

-word. " John ‘Jacob Astor in the e

1800's bought Iarge ‘quantities of Long

IsYand wampum _orltrade with the western
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‘making: Wax me Tand ofithe ear
she11“ Paumonok ‘means. “1and of tribute,”

which was' paid by the Island Indians to
‘the Iroquois, Seawanacky means “1s1and

bf sheils ol
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;»tha ro uld and could play. ir

misconceptions of thé role the Indian wom-
.:any specifically the Irequu1s, played in .
‘her society.

True, the Iroquois woman tilled the
soil, planted and gathered the crops.She
tanned the hidés her men killed and made
© them into’ ¢l _? ‘and skillfully 'worked =
. porcuping. gu nto intricate designs. -
to decuratd ‘the ‘costumes. ~She gathered
" sap from the maple for sugar and 3geds

'{;mitk herrdaath-

st y
“modern socief@, it 18 also time to correct’

had s
rto f on to go £o wav.

. Homen were renf&santed 4n the religi-

ous and -healing societies. Women often

-~ had-the:daciding-vote 1n:political af-

fairs. The chiefs of the Troquofs Con-

* federacy, - ‘the Five Tribes; were men, but

‘they were chosen and.coqu be removed by

_WOIHEI’!

If a woman was murdered. the injured
family received twice as much payment
as for a man. In the ceremonials mourn-
ing for a dead chief, it was pointed

“out it would have been much worse to lose

a woman: "He who has worked for us is
ne...but it is harden wher a woman dies;
the: fanﬂﬁy_11ne is lest.}_

(Ta he conttnued)

E COME ABOAR

Three new members joined our ranks at
the September meeting--Arthur Miller,
husband of member Nan Miller and the
- parents of our President. Claire McMahon,
Mildred and Vincént Donahue of Lyn-
brook.

Guests who shared our enaoyment of
that meeting were Maybelle and Buck Smith
of Florida and Anita Streliskes, who is
the Librarian at the Forest Road School.

COMING EVENTS

October 18 - Al Mayernik will be giving
a slide presentation at the Stamp Deal-
ers Association show at the Holiday Inn
in Hempstead, He will feature stamps
refating to Long Island.



