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:which was a plank road, by going up Corona Avenue, then called Mill ;)

where it turns into Franklin Avenue, on what was callad the upper .

) pond, and another mill on What is now known as the Mill Pond, snuth,

by the Cornell family, David and Horton and Passwell Cornell. My

"Nassau Daily Herald" . " E, ' )
August 16, 1928 : Tote s ‘ B
. X

History of Valley Stream R
By Robert M, Dibble

While I have 'lived in Valley Stream only since 1893, or 35

years; my ancestors lived here for some BS,years. ‘

Going bach some 85 years, we ¥ind Valley Stream was so named:
by my grandfather, Robert Pagan, who moved to Valley Stream about
91 years ago., He go named it, he said, on account of the many hills ff
to the north of her, and of the abundance of small streams in the
vicinity. Someone has said to me "That wasn;t much of a name to

ive it, but it answers the purpose‘ It enables us to receive mail

from anywhere in the universe, and I think that alone is a service, A

-Previous to this, 1t was necessary to go to Hempstead for the mail,.

for the entire surrounding country. 4nd, I think we are very well
satisfied with the name, .
At . that time,,virtually, the center of Valley Stream was about

i
the location of this present building. The Merrick Road at that o ‘;F'

time not being in existence, and there being no railroad to the-

3 \

south, the people used what is now known a$ the Hempstead Turnpike
Road, or through Dutch Broadway, now called Hempstead Avenue, then
through Central Avenue, called at that time Sand Street. e Qﬁ
The main industries at that time, besides farming, were a saw ‘
mill located on Corona Avenue, opposite Morris Parkway, just north

-

'of here; a grist or flour mill, located on Corona Avenue, just about

of" the_railroad. The ‘two- former mills were owned by the Wright
family and later sold'to the Fowler family., *The 1atter was owned
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“;;? randfather conducted a general store on hie property on what is
;'ow Hendriokson Avenue, near Henry Street, He drove to Brooklyn to

;h*?kf Fbtain his stock and eupplies. : '5 .5

|

.}? here was formerly the_only tavern in the village. This was owned
ﬁfgfh- T y one of the Smith Corbee' who sold the property to the McKinley'e,
#5:--" rho then used it for private purposes. Practically all the land

5 rom the preeent 1ocation of the Hempstead Branoh of the L. I. R, R..

g_\@?ﬁ runs had a farm on qhich he also kept a oombination grooery store

nd galdon on, Central Aqenue, The old green houee which was on hia‘

L ifrrﬂpePtY is still etanding. North of these 1ande were farms owned
&%) Wf}{Pyrthe Cammon family, Joeeph Mott, Captain Carter, Robert Elderd, g

'm,&ﬁamuel Stillwell and &lhert Hendrickeon, the grandfather of William
F Hendrickson, our present Town COnstable, who owned the corner. of

ua'-;Henry Street and Hendrickeon Avenue, ok

{:q;: -i”t My grandfather's property ran from. what is now Hendrickson

@

'}venue ‘from the brook ;ntp the big pond to the weet brook which ia

sty -'now the north line or the Ph;llips Development Compeny. . : ‘&QJ
e, Y ‘- . . .

The only ohurch et ‘that time was in my! grandfather'e home, on
'*3 is property on Hendriokson Avenue, and from thie waa fbrmed the -

';tands. ‘This chanel wee eometimea called “Sinnera'rHOpB-" ; -

(] ~~ﬁ “own as the “Sand Ho&e" Ghurch on the property where the cemeteny: .

On the premisee now occupied by Mr, James Hay on Caorona Avenue,

_:‘é rest to the Millers brook was owned by the cornell and Hall ramiliee. '
’ T'u.rther west, we find the Hendrickson's and Prlug'e. Also Mr, Anton -

t"'Lhaalpel, located’ where the beautiful School Dlstriet 13 building ROW "f:[

The only other ehurch et that time, within miles, was what was :

PR
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.*Genter, is now looated.. This was & very oldfchurch'site. There are

tombetones in ‘that graveyard which bear inscriptions dating ‘back to'
1700, . The church building burned down twice and was twice rebuilt.‘
E Then the church- burned down a third time, and the site was abandoned
for a church, and a new site was procured on Vincent Avenue, Lynbrook. .8
'Besides these two churches there were no other churches outside of
Hempstead, there were aboutttwo or three churches-

". - Then, on site of this building, just west of the Chapel, was_
built a one rcom, frame school building. It was in this building, |

69 years ago, that my father Marshall C. Dibble, taught . school, at
;"a salary of $6OO a year.h So you see, 1t wasﬁin this immediate vic-
inity that we had the "makings" of a village--a church, a school, ‘a
“store and a tavern--which at that time comprised a "real village".

From the Chapel was formed the present congregation of the 7

s

~Grace M. E. Church.;.b,f :

~ The plank road,_now known as the Merrick Road, was opened _
about 70 years ago, this being the first move south._ In laying out_
this road at’ Valley Stream, it was necessary to go through the land -
of ‘James Payan, who owned from the present High School site down to
‘ what is now: known ' as Valley Stream Boulevard, It also crossed the™ .
land of John .end Matthew Cornell, whose farms ‘pan from brook to o
brook, I personally do not remember much about this road, axcept
'pthat as a boy, I went with my father and mother to camp meetings’ held
flat Merrick for. the Methodist churches of the surrounding villages,__
and s;me of the city churches. Here were erected tents for living
quarters for:the travelers, and a «very large tent for church services.';ﬁ
~.Most of the. participants at these meetinps used the Plank Road to go !ff

to these meetings, and 1t was from this, that the road was named
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jg;q;ﬁﬁl;Merrick Road.' After some time the road was planked, in bad spots,-

?over & width of 8 feet on the north side of the road. This being B
“h’73ﬂthe right side or the road for any one going to the city, 1t was

3necessary ror anyone traveling aastward, maeting someone going to

T }the city, to turn out and go. through sand hub- deap,'on the south aide
3 ~: of the road. Along this road were toll gates, the toll was one cﬂnt

E mile; (six centa from Valley Stream); one batween Freeport and. .

'“}jﬁ hérrick, one between what is now Lynbrook and Valley Stream, and one

'”.between what 15 now known as 8t, Albans and Jamaica.' There was a.
tage coach which ran from B&bylon to the oity, along this road,

-

very other day. 5;]

R c )

The oldast existing building south of Merrick Rcad, is that on

ﬂa;;'rhe wester1Y aide of Franklin Avenue, betweon Jamaica and Hawthorna

-Eﬂsl?venuas, now owned by Lewis G Elderd, bU11t about 150 JOARR agp by
-”“}he Wright family Wh

‘w_wned from Emerson Place, south of" Merrick
f:Road, near the branch of the L. Is R. R, for about 500 feot along
l‘;lhe railroad, to Central Avenua and west of this to the City lina ’
;:_: JP”was ownad by the Raaweilar and Lindner families, and Reuben Shaw.,i;
: . “'1he farm of about 90 acrea » where our present Rockaway Avenue and -

1'{ uainess section are ;oday, was owned by a Mr. Nostrand, and joined

fﬁha 1and of Abram F. Foster whnae homa vas built about 150 years ago.
L way Road, now called Roosavelt Avenue,’ The next fanm to the south
ﬁﬁas that of Jeroma Abrama, afterwards owned by Auguatus Abrama, who
3ieveloped GatherinaTﬁ

-~

':lace._ ﬁcrcas Rockaway Avenue was the land or Daniel Hewlett. Furt- W

[ Po L AT QT AR T T IR 8 AR r o s RO R NARRR AR TR o

_nd,Miriam Streets, Foreat Avenua and Sylvanf'ffr_



'?j.right-of-way.

fl._‘h I . ’ - b:.' ’. . ‘I o 5 . .." ._ e ‘ |
;ramily, and adJoining the Schreiber farm wae the Horton farm, then

uthe Doxvey farm, which has now been taken over4 by the Village of ’
';Lynbrook. The fanm adjoining the Hewlett farm was owned by Remsen
Hendrickson, who finally sold the farm to Anton P, Hoefner, and - L
moved to Jamaica.; The Reising and Reieerts moved here at a later
date, - '“:fl-f]i | ' .

_ Until about 65 yeare ago the nearest railroad station was at
Hempstead, on the North Side Division. Then the L. I, R. R. deemed
. 1t necessary, as the villages alonp the south ehore ‘had begun to |
grow considerably, to build what was then known as’ the southern

-..__

;-branch of the road, %o Babylon. o
: LS

{07 The Railroad'company had great difficulty in obtatning the

'*people,‘ae to the:wayilarms were cut up, etc.h7But this was event-

|"-|

_ually overcome. Land at that time was cheap, and prevailing prices"

were about $50 to $150 an acre, Pearsall's Corner, quite a large
piece of land at the rear of my father's property on Broadway, wae
cut off, He had. only a small farm of about four acres, The men
who obtainedcthe options for the railroad called onlall the land
'ownere to make the best prices they could ror the right-of=way, -

o remember my father saying that he estimated hia demages at $100. s

The buyer rcr the reilroad thought it worth only #SO, and claimed :

(ﬁlf':‘;c,;in,:

: ’it ‘was pretty hard work to get the road built at all and people all_ il

% i along the line were putting up their pricea'?n;the land. However.

“they finally agreed with my father on the $100 for ebout 3=l of an,l'\

]jacre of land, being a etrip of land which cut diagonally across the

'I.
ALIH

-:Trear of the farm.
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Our adjoining neighbor, a Dr, John Langdon, who was a veterin-

g g
A

arian, who owned anproximately 4O acros (which was the average size

-of the farms in this vicinity.) Most of his fields were cut diag-, : ﬂé

1
{

onally. Mr. Lanpdon claimed his damage was. $3,000. The buyers for
“the railroad claimed it was not worth that, and they would put -
through condemnation proceedings. He was finally awarded $2, 700, ,
which shows his judﬂment was pretty good at that. The same condi-
tion prevailed in several places. Finally the road was laid about
6h years ago.._. ¢ _!,' o |
At that time no station was located at Valley Stream.- Theg

=

trains would only stop to let passengers off, or to take on passen-

; gers, upon. their signalling with a pocket handkerchief. The stop

was made at what is now known as Fpanklin Avenue.' A number of years
after, the present station building was erected.- The road did not

pay very well at that time, as the population was so scattered. s
Freipht rates were high, but, as the roads were noor, the merchants
found it cheaper to have their goods shipped by freight. And right

here, I wish to say that one of our greatest blessings today 1is our

A

good roads._ .
It was about 50 ‘years ago, about this time that Mr. Anton Bru:

moved down opposite the station and established the first hotel souﬂ

of Merrick Road. .Qﬁnif.f.‘ :_' j' jf g @ .;,ln

' batweeq Pearsall's Corners (now Lynbrook) and Valley Stream, as’ t

| which of the.?e two places should be the junction of, these lines. : 3

|’: .



It was finally decided by the railroad cfmpeny to come to - I
S
i Valley Stream, - & number of years after the building of the Far - [

A
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Rockaway Branch there was demand for a branch to Hempstead This
'wes builtaat Valley Stream largely because the railroad wanted all
their branch lines together. This was finally abandoned and wo have

I
-~

today a new line to Mineola.:

Where the: road waa changed, conslderably to the east, as the'

old road where the village of Malverne-is at the present time was-

about a half a mile to the north. The first road did not pay very "
I ’ well, and wes built principally by a large merchant, the late A, T. )

Ly m T

‘rStewarﬁ, and afterwards fEll to his executora?”

- Judge Hilten. o

;Stewart and later Hilton practically owned a}}

T :'.=" B
The righta

oy railroad made a more direct line, and now atop at all the small vilv - ‘f
A ,-_,.5,-\1 B

lagee between here an "Mineola which 13 a eat service to the peop%e__':§

'I

The train conneqtions were not of the very best, the peOple i

r;. . A 1 { ,',.. i -app,“.‘

Laving to wait sometimee'rer_houre to take the train to the Rockawayg.

T

' neir walts,




|011var Gholick was ﬁhe first president °f.th@ Long Island R

Bailroad. Aa tho road did not pay, it was sold into hands of a
ﬁecoivor, Coional Shark, a Southern man, who ran the road suooesa-“%} K
o ??rully. It waa Colonol Shark who roduood the fares to $ 50 for a re-
1.turn trip to Long Ioland City, Brooklyn, where’ tha road tarminated.
:;iﬁhon tho late Austin Gorbin bought the road: from tho Receiver, and

: became the Proqidont ofitho road. I believe 1t was Austin Corbin

".r

1{who first prophasiod that when tho railroad onco laid out to Montauk,
:‘that there would bo steomboats and largo ahipa dook at that point, aa

:'Harrows at How York‘01py._ This was always hia draam, but he did not
But, "I think this will come bofora'

i roalized.

F ha& apent about aix million dollars developing Montauk, and has a1¢
ﬁ ready a hotel 1argo onough to accommodate 250 peraon& It was at‘this'
;_hotel that our Raaltpri%Gonvention was held last yoar., The Long ;j;”

i'Island Railroad 13 now owned by tha Ponnsylvania Railroad, which 13
;_comxemplatin& and are oompleting plans for the elimination. of grado 2

gjorossinga, and, thero y; tho saving of a great many 11ves, and in

‘vreality, a aorviooftr humanity in this seotion. This thoy propos

1?ho plan for Vallay Stream 1& now on exhibig

¢é, and was, displayod in tha window or my;

vy i |

Hit o far onough'eastwto take in Satterle Avonuo ao that'tho trucks

Ny .’.-.
’ '

&
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| ? ;
from Brooklim Avenue fire house could go across at. that point, in R (N
case of a fire in the northerly end of the village, without going into :
the Lynbrook territory. This improvement has been considered a great
asset to the people all over Long Island. ‘

We now come down to the matter iof Schools in Valley Stream.
Bmtside of the very ancient history I will confine myselfl as much as
possible, to School District No. 2Lk, as I believe Mr, Biddulph is-in
a better position. to tell you the recent history of School District |
No. 13, having served on the Board of that schoel for a number of

years. ‘
' Before School District No, 2 was organized, school was kept in

a one room, frame building, 'in the rear of what 1s now the building

in which Daniel Bergen's hardware store is located. This was a very P

p

poor building, and a hard bullding to keep heated. _
The late: William P. Horton, who was one of the Trustees acted
~ sometimes as janitor to keep the stove ‘functioning properly. One of
the teachers in this building'was Rufus'Brower, a former Judge of the
Town'of Hempstead, He would quite often close the school for a day
to go to the Democratic Convention. ‘
; ‘ The present School District Noi 2l was organized at a meeting
held in what was the Annex in School District No. lh of Hewlett and

R
Lty

' Woodmere, on Sentember ll, 189h .
The building was a new frame, one qtory, and contained no furni-
ture whatever. ‘A table, chairs and a few kerosene ]amps were bor- ff’

rowed to conduct the meeting of the taxpayers. The building stood”

1
Pt 2

p

about where the present flag pole is. There were L8 people who at-

tended the meeting. The District was erected and formed under James
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'tCounty, havinv defeated John B, Merrill,

_was & lawyer who had a. large pract

:devoted a grest deal of time to advocating t

' lages and would ask the’

fould neither read ncr write,

' rould'bring aboutw

; to this District 13. was District Noj

: Ln the same- lines of his predecessor, ! and erecte

t

! .

! : ' .

1 K L

10

S. Cooley, who was a physician, and Commissioner of Schools of Queens’

who had advocated the erect-

ion of this school district,

5 - John B, Merrill,: Dr, Cooley's predecessor, who 1s still living,

jce, chiefly in Queens County. He
he building of better.

school houses, He went around to a great many of the different vil-

tpustees to call a public meeting, of nis own

accord, if he thought it was necessary to build more up-to-dste school

houses in the vicinity. This he did to educate the citizens to the -

need of better schools,. Very often most of the persons he addressed

but enjoyed his- talks very much, and

they were interested. in having their children taught better than they

_had been, and were willing to pay the increased tsxes the new schools

Mr. Merrill would also very often form new school

districts for the accommodation of the children, S0 thst they would :

be nearer to the schools, This was one
1 District No. 2l in Vallcy Stream-as the next district

of the chief reasons for form-

ing the Schoo
1)y in Hewlett and Woodmerc.
"1-t Doctor Cooley, seeing the justice of. Merrill's acts, followed

d this school district

The first district meeting was called by Abram F. Foster, who hadi‘

élegally notified sll resident taxpayers that such a- meeting was to be

held. Of the original hB voters only 16 are now living.' James Bayan,

hbram F Foster, and Frank J. Armstrong; R. M. Dibble, clerk; andl

David W, Horton,collector of taxes,

As all the districts eracted in the State of New York by any




_ 11
school comnission had tJ be first organized.asfa common district
school, on'the,advice of School Commissioner_ccoley,.the'Board here
advised to form a union free school, as it wouldlbe greatly to the
~advantage of the school*tntthe future;'as we could bond the dis-
trict for.one or more buildings 1f.necessary5uand that the bonds"

could be floated for a- 1onger perliod than in the case of a common

district school, Souion Monday, January 2nd, 1895, a special meeting

Was_held for that purpose, with James Payan as president of the Board-

and myself as clerk. This was.carried.

Another notice of a speclal school meeting vas given at the

legally required time, ﬁo vote upon the purchase of the present site,

. This property -was bought principally from the late Anton Bruns, and
included 22 lots ineall, two of which hc gave, and the balance of

his holdings he sold at $501each. It was a wise move when the,entire.

block was purchased. _
Later the new. twe_storv frame school house was erected, This

had a hall in the center, with one class room on each side and two

class rooms upstairs, This buillding was erected under contract by

John H, Abrams and mjself, who comprised the firm of Abrams & Dibble,

‘The ‘award vas plven our firm as our bid was $18 lower than the next

\

highest. y ' g
| ’. On August 2, 1895, at the annual meeting of the inhabitants,

";Abram F, Foster resigned, and I was'elected trustee in his place for
°{two years. Ry ' | \;$-

'On January 23, 1907, at .a special méeting, it was resolved to

place in "Tho Registor,‘ which was the only newspaper ‘published at
'that time in the district, a noticc of a special meeting to be held,
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;*t::::i to vote on the proposition for the erection of. a new bjick school
N i building. At a meecting held on February 27, 1907, the resolution was =
passéd with 98 votes in favor and 20 opposed.- The contract for the '
new building was let to Chas. A, Schiffmacher ‘at $30 000, The build~
?a -::ing contained eight rooms. The heating was a_hot_air arrangement,
ﬁ-l_d " This was afterwards changed to steam heat. .This_did not include. the

: oning of the. four room frame school house. Three thousand dollars
;_h- .were appropriated for this purpose, and for the building of the found-

"_ation and alterations necessary. The members of the school board at

. : that time were Christopher bchreiber, president Edward Miller and

T T, e T

:rj'myself. Wallace Payan was - clerk and Frederick E. Hill, treasurer.
5% Aﬁ I have sald the only paper at that time published in the

o district was known as MNThe Register. This was edited by a Mr. J, C.
i@;;::;‘Emerson, who had moved here from Lynbrook. - Besides 1ooking up all '

£ the "ads" from the business men, he could get, he spent special time
3 in trying to run the affairs of the school in his paper. His criti-
cisms were quite noted at the time for he was a writer of quite some

I,

fame. He was given especially to rhyming, and could tell very nicely

-~
:,_'.-r‘_.-_- :-T _‘__;-';!,:, Raci )
o y T - [ 4

. o ., .

X . how much the trustee? would make out of the contracts for building,

e )
' etc., and often had’ hia 1ittle jokes on some of the trustees.
In July, 1913, the old frame building which was until then lo-

e

‘tated in the rear of thﬂ srounds; was sold at public suction to F.
, ~—

'ﬁﬁ tanhOPe Phillipa for $3h5- Then in August of- that year, the bid for
}‘?n addition to’ the brick building. Now the school on Brooklyn Avenue

ey

{gﬂ?-ﬂ;rhas 2l rooms. - f o ' AT '-ﬁ
_;{iﬁ_ " ¥In 1925, the Franklin Avenue’ addition to District 2l was built,
-“(:wif'This building has eight pooms and a large assembly hall,




‘ When I moved here 35 years 8go there was no running water,3end ‘¥+§

there was no fire department of any kind in the village. . »" -;
" The largest fire we had was where the Capie Buildinp, as ‘it is-

now called, stands, . The building was occupied‘as a bakery, condupted:
bjla.Mr. Bergman., The buillding was complotelj deStroyed bf the fire,
In the cellar wero 3O tons of coal, which oontinued to burn for over
a month. o _ | _ |

;,f It finally came to the attention of the oeople in general that
‘we ‘should organize 8 fire depeartment. Mr, E, H, Gomder was elected
first foreman of the department. I was assistant foreman,-and we
held the monthly meetings in an old building which had been the coal
yard office, where Ferber's drug store 1s now 1ocated. -Our first -
venture after organizing was to buy some apparatus to help in extin-
guishing fires,  We bought a truck through local subscription, which —~
came from Canarsie.; This we purchased for $150. It was one which
was hand drawn. lhlJ was cculpped with ladders and buckotu. h cnse

of a fire, the ”Buckot Brigade" ‘was the systom used, the men passing

- . the filled water buckets along a line from the man at the pump or

would ring the bell. f} N C T

stream, to the one at the fire. The only alarm we had was the school

house bell, which the janitor would ring in case of fire in the, day

¥ time, or at night, the first one to get to thelschool who had a key

k\.\

$

%‘ This went on for ‘some years until the Fire District was formed.
Then the fire house of the Nassau Hook and Ladder Company was built -
on Corona Avenue., The land for this building was bought very reason-

ably from the Royal'Lang dompany, and the contract let to John Abrams ~

N
N

for building the same, Thé cost of the property and the building
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-4;__/ was paid by local subscription. The truck was then kept in this build- -

ing. It was so arranged that it might be drawn by a horse. In‘case
of a fire the first man to get to the fire house with a horse, hook
‘ him to the truck, and go out wi th it was »aid ﬁi‘v for his service.
. When the running water was installed in the district, a board
of fire commissioners were elected. Doctoer J M, Foster was the first
chairman of the Board of Fire Commissioners; Joseph Koelbel, secretary
and Joseph F, Felton and Louis H, Buck, as the other members of the
. ‘poard served with- him. They arranged for the purchase. of the land
for the present fire house, on Merrick Road. The plot was-éS feet in
width and ran from Merrick Road through to Lincoln Avenue, Bonds were
o . I‘loated for the erection of that firehousg. This was the first build-
;ft:;:' ing for fire purposecs paid by the village as a whole, - |
g Si After Dr, Foster s three year term, Joseph F, Felton becare

chairman of the board, and I was elected as the other member of the

board. At this time Daniel Ja Bergen was secretary. It was then that

. we began to conaider motorized apparatus. Two Selden trucks werc'

_ . bought, one to be kept 'in the house on Corona Avenue, and one on

t'.: Merrick Road. The Volunteer Fire Department grew rapidly. In my
time of office as chairman of the hoard, with Mr. Biddulph as secre-
tary, and John u, Abrams, Christian Sechmidt and Benjamin Siegman as‘
members of the board, the LaFrance trucks were purchased and the

i *Eamewell Fire Alarm System installed., : o o : -f

;Fi ‘i;}" [Under; our contract with the water company 63 hydrants were - in;,

% stalled. Now wo have our 200 hydrants. ' The original 63 hydrants(ﬁ

iy '-W' :
5%“ ” were purchased at %20 each per year, and today wo must pay $h0 for

each hydrant.




B ;fzf oft’ July 1, 1027, the Board of Fire Commissioners was_ taken |
over-by the village, and the village trustees now have the power to -y
‘appoint a board of fire commissiloners consisting of three members - I
instead of five as we had formerly.
i From the old "Bucket Brigade" our fire department has grown
to now four comnanies, each of which has a fire house, and, as you
a1l know, the erection of a new building in the West End 1is now tak-.
ing place, controlled by the village officials.
.‘ an Compared with other villages on the South Shore, for the past
L0 or 50 years, Valley Stream was really the last village ‘to grow to
the slze 1t is at present. l
o :._ - When we first moved here from Lynbrook 35 years ago, Valley
Stream ‘had g population of less than 800, At present it is claimed
to be over 10,000.',This growth took place largely within the past'
eight years. £ ey ’ R
Going as:far east as Merrick, for which our famous Mcrrick.Road.
known all over the United States, was named, we find a village that
. did not grow any fasterl than Valley Stream, It consisted of large |
farms,'and since then it has grown in a fair proportion with some of
the other villape. ' & 4
About lf2 years ago, I was employed in Brooklyn by the firm of
Randall & Miller, who were builders and developers.; ‘Mp, Randall, the
‘head of the firm, asked me what I knew about real estate in the vil-}
lages on the eouth side.k He claimed he did not wish to go out’ fur- &
ther than Freeport. He and I spent several days looking over farms :
S in this vicinity. Wewent to Mr, Charkas L, Wallace, of Rockville::“

Contre,'who was nraotically the only real estate apent in this section
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. 'from Jamaica to Amityville, and from Elmont to Far Rockaway, whore

*r s AR .: -
L I . AL

;ffthere were probahly a: few agents. He dia quito s large business in -
farms and houses. His brother attended to ‘the 1ega1 end of the busi-

";ness. This was the late George Wallace, vwho was an Assemblyman for

i:the Queens County District for saveral terms,' Mp, George Wallace
"7f3was the father of Archer B, Wallace, who is at’ present the secretary

| of ¥he Nassau South Shore Chapter of Real Estate Boards. In Valley
o "Stream, Mr, Wallace worked very hard to sell some of the large farms,
. but dild not succeed until in 1890 when he sold several large farms
4 'here to the Royal Land Company. "
.ﬁ Getting back to Freeport, after Mr. Randall had looked over the
villages in the vicinity, he 'seemed most impressed with Freoport on

;4 ) 8 account of the water facilities at the Bay. He becamc one of the‘y

largest holders of real estate in Freeoort, and developed what was'
known as Randall Park, just north of the station. "His partner, Wil-'

liam Ge Miller, moved from Brooklyn to Freeport a few years afterward,

-
' and they together developed over 500 acres of land in the village of

5 l % Freeport. Mr, Randall afterwards dissolved with Mr. Miller, and cut
t\ . p into lots a great deal of meadow land in Freeport, today it is one

f the largest villages we have in this section of the Island, due .

largely to his efforts.

J R ~..

Jfl . Coming to, Baldwin, we- £ind 1ts growth very slow, and, 1ike f
I P

ﬁfje.f Valhay Stream, it did not improve very fast except during the last

?“it ﬁ ten years or. so. :
ih;= e o Rockville Centre had a fair growth and property began to in-
f('::” ‘crease considerably in value there about 35 years ago. The late Jobn

(8

Lyons, tho first comptroller of Nassau County, was about the only

AW gt s
= 2

FET
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_lawyer some years ago 1n Rockville Centre. He did.most of the legal -
work 1in the real estato business for the rcal estate agents in this oo
: locality. You will find that about every lawyer now practicing in |
. Rockville Centre, and too, Chas, Schweitzer, of Lynbrook, at some time
worked in the. office of Mr. Lyons. It was he who did most of the
lepal work for the school hereabouts. Rockville Centre kept up its
steady growth untll today, while the population is not nearly as large,‘
it is a fair rival to Freeport.

Lynbrook had only one development in 50 years up to about 30
fe;fs ago. This was knowm as the D. E. Elmendorf Map, which he had
boﬁéht from an old wentleman named Henry Pearsall, who was the Justicn
of the Peace of the Town of Hempstead for 2ly years, His house is
still standing on the corner of Earlc Avenue and the Merrick Road,’ at
Lynbrook. Lynbrook's roads were deplorable, and it took on very lit-
tle growth for some time due to this fact., About 25 years ago somo-of
the larger farms, both north and south of the rallroad, began to be
out into building lots, The growth from that time was gradusl and I
should say about that time when the village was incorporated some 18
years ago, 1t began to grow fast, and is today almost on a line with
Rockville Centre, In fact, in roads it 1s probably the best village
of those meﬁtionéd, at the present time. Lynbrook has concrete roaos

in almost every section of the village. -

: Going eouth, . we find that all along the branch ‘rallroad, How~
'lett, Woodmero, Cedarhnrst and Lawrence, having a steady, gradual
growth. . ; .
Going north, we. find the growth was, and 1s still rather slow,

‘although property 1s 1mprov1ng there also. ' , ' -
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At Valley Stream, the growth within the last few years has been

%
i
é & much more than in other villages, The reseon, I Belleve, for 1ts ap-

_??_'~‘-‘""- | e svandstill bofore this, was that the land ‘had been sold by
c]:ity devclopers to a number of OutSiduI‘S, on the installment nlan, and
' _many who had bought never obtained title to the proporty, and most of
- the p_roperty was gold at very high prices, I have always belleved
t::hat the local develope'rs were the best for any village, as thej have .
E the Interest of the village morec at heart, and will‘.see that only the
right kind of houses arc-erected, and will be more careful as to whom
._ they sell their nroperty. All these land companies did for the vil-
lage north of the railroad, was to lay sidewalks. ‘
’ Beginning at about thls location where we are now, we find that
o . about 1907, the properties of Lester Wright, F, W, Muller and Mr. -
: Landson, -and ¥m, J, .Hal'lestatel, who owned some land north of the
: Q Merrick Road, wdrc assembls d into about 120 acres. Ono of my first
large real estate transactions was when I happened to. be the agent to
sell this land to a Bpodklyn concern in 1907.  The Windsor Land Com-
p:any purchased thi‘s prl_operty from the people to whom .I had s01ld the’
._ 'property. It was the?Windsor Land Company who cul.lt up this property
E 1nto about 2000 building lots. This joined the land of the Royal
Land Company which adjoined the Merrick Road., They sold practically
all tho lots~ to city people on the installment plan as exhorbitant
prices. In 1917 this property was foreclosedﬁmder the oripinal moyrte
| gage of $50, OOO and brought under the f‘orcclosure, about $66,000 which

B 3 included all interest, .taxes and costs.,
“ | ‘
1 . B The purchas@rratt this foreclosure was a Mr, Pressberger of

( ‘ﬁﬂBipooklyn. Mr, Pregsberger sold it to the Valley Stream Land Cor- .
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poration. Theyvcarried it for a number of years, and in 1921 up to

‘and including 192, Arthur McDermott and I purchased about 1000 of i;
these lots, Now, as you know, it 1s one of the nicest sections in
the village, and 1t is very well built ue. It.was not until recently
that we were ablo ‘to obtain running watcr and fire protection for
this section, on account of the lack of sufficient houses to warrant
"thc water company laying the necessary pipe..'hockaway Parkway, a .
continuation of our main:business strect, 1is nov concreted up to
Wheeler“Avenue, and wili, in the future, be carried on up tc Corona"
Avenue. | _ - .

£11 the.other'sections of the village seomed to take on a like
| grewth. | § _ |
'.I Going back a little to 1870, we find our‘business section was
laid out on what was known as the Litchficld Map, consisting of two' o
' sections; Scction 1, south of' the railroad; Section 2, north of the
railread. It was on this map that two of our present churches are
located. One of these 1s'the Holy Name of Mary R Ce Church, which
was ‘the second church‘erected in this village, the Grace M, E, Being
thelfirst as stated before; and St. Paul's Lutheran Church, The Bap-
tist Church, which has been built here, and was later moved to Lyn-
_ brook had also been built on the section covered h&.the Litchfield
- Map, and close to this we find the Trinity Chapel Episcopal Ghurch.

" Our main street was formerly just a dirt road and values were ;
rather low, about $100 a pieco was a fair price for such 1otq 1n \.I
sbout 1875,

What was'known as.theaHorton farm was divided into lots in 1895.

This is now known as Wallendorf Park Mg and extends to Horton Avenue. L,
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: and joins the Lynbrook line. This today is a very fast growing sec-
ﬁ:ﬂ,/ tion. In March, 1903, Augustus Abrams map was filed This was a
very good development also, In May, l90h, the late Abram F, Foster,l
father of Dr, J, M, Foster, continued the. development of Seventh
et Btreet started by the Queens County Water Company, to whom he had.
eold most of the property, carrving Seventh Street through to Rock-
.awLy Avenue, In October, 1919 the Norumbega map was filed. This
is the sqction in which are located Du Bois Avenue, and Linden, Qak,

| ,
Cherry and Locust Streets and Brush Drive. About six yoars ago, with

« o .which you are all familiar, the Gibson Corporation started develooing :
_ B the balance of the holdings of the Norumbcga- Company, which they pur-

g chased, and built almost- 1200 houses. |

4 5_ Valley Stream is now going into its fourth year of incorporation

i and previous to incorporation, we were under the Town of Hempstead

: government. This meant, that in case we wahted to form a lighting or
fire district, which we dld a number of years apo, they would have to

v be formed with the consent of the Towm.

When we were ready to incorporate the firo district lines were

sed for the limits of ‘ths incorporated village,

e e T
= y . 3

I firmly bclieve in all improvements such a8 schools, roads and

\

every othor necessary improvement, but I wish to say that on all large
ie?uea for expecnditure of money, I belicve the Village Board ehould y

.put the same up to the taxpayers for thoir vote, the same as required

i“ 7'1nlsch001 diatrict%._ It eeems to me that the people themeelves wnuld

"be'better satiefied if they were consulted and not take the opportuni-

i
b
: ty, which the Board hae, of passing on it themselvea. When we wore

k
l‘ .about to inoorporate, we had apeakers from other villages, who eeid

t

v
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we should incorporate, and, in a great many ways, I believe incorpor- ’
-ation is alright, as we could prevent encroachment from other villages,
and keep what belongs in Valley Stream, in our own village. Those
speakers all lald great stress at that time, on the fact that in all
large expenditures of noney outside of the necessary running expenses
of.the government, none could be made without a vote of the taxpayers,
However, we now have a law on the Statutes, whereby the Village
Trustees are given full power to 1ssue bonds)for any expenditure, as,
some thoupht the oeople could not be trusted, and that they should -
.impede the progress of the village. But, according to the platform -
on which llr, Biddulph and I were clected to Village Trusteeship, we
: state that we demand a vote on all major issues. An eminent council-
of Rockv1lle Centre who spoke at our Exchahge Club meeting, claims that
the law I speak of is the most unwise law on the books, to give thei
Trustees power to put over a bond issue of any amount without as king
the people of_the village, I believe he,is right, The only thing to
prevent it would be to get up an objection if it were unsatisfactory
after it had been advertised, known as a referendum, by obtaining . the
signatures of about 30 per cent or more of the resident taxpayers at
theilast vote for Mayor{*Then,'one taxpayer could make an-objection to
the“petition_and,'if an unpopular measure 1is but ub, it puts some one .
to a great deal of trouble to obtain the necessary signatures to a -
Petition. == - : -'\T\Tm““;h, _.
‘ It is not by intention to criticize our Boards of Trustees, who ’
have worked faithfully for the village ever since it has been incor-

porated, or any member of the Boards, from the Mayors and President
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'doun. They have had to work very hard to start the machinery of the

Fitge 1o im

] )
QI;;:;village going. " They have done all this work, up to the present year,

EJl;f' ithout compersation or pay, but, like ‘every other person, they are .
" " 1ibble to make mistakes, and, I belleve that they did make a mistale -
'onithe proposed village hall siite.

i

f'j - ‘J . When our village'hall site was to be nut through, there were

:ovsr 17C0 signatures.to the petition. The petftion; of course should

: bolexamined by the Board, to ‘know if the signatures are genuine, The
villeoe Beard deemed it necessary to examine this petitlon, at consi-“

§ ’derahle experase, to I‘ind out i1f the signatures were those of persons

R E-DIEAR R

'fﬁ reblly taxpayers and.votero. The eminent cnuncil I soeak of claims

~
Y

’ s .
“thbre were over 1000 to 1200 taxpayers out of the 1700, and it would

Nk
belev1dence to show that it was 'an unpopular measure., And in order to

l

,( :have ‘this stopped, it was necessary for a few citizene to get topother

M F AT T

and employ counsel to carry the matter to the Supreme Court, if neces-

SRt

sary. The Village Board, to give them credit, saw their mistake, and

finally arranped throuhh a committee, with those who had sold the land,

P '.; .'"“.V'_'.

5- to withdraw the slte in question.

1

4
R | . .
j_elected on a platform that al 1 large propositions shall be put before

-'.;.th% people to_vote upon., As the lew T apeak of 1s still in effect,

On this particular issue, Mr, Herbert Biddulph and myself were

e =
Bhodiier S5 ;

-+

',thfs would be the best course, so thalt in case an unpopular measure

_.cames up, the vote of the people would prchably determine the question,

PRI TRET LY

FRa

-'.'thfn the vote of a Qew of the Trustees., We have faith in the people '

) DfVVallevpstream;'and-trusu that any measure for the pood of the vil-
4

la e shall not be voted down, aad that, dn case of a vote in favor, we

et

‘{:::;should consider that the wants of the ‘ma jority should be considered,

"'"“""?"’“H i
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I‘am fully eware that it 1is best to adoptathe‘p;qh of Lynbraqok
in such instances as hth.e‘ 'roads. Try and arrange to do a little each
year. until we have our. .roads in shape. As we haee‘so many'miles (90
or moneo of streets, it would cost g lot of money to have these all
.done a%t one time, and I believe we should go sloW¢y, thkLng th= nost
 thickiy populated sections first, as I do not th tnk that the tnd n*y
.uettlou seztlons should demand concrete roads. be‘oze there ave sufl--
ficisa% pumher of hcuses in that street. Give the ronulated ssctions

the beot roads, and work in the balance gradually.
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