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The Valley Stream Historical Society Presents 

Fosters Meadow Lecture by Raymond Hoeffner 

 

 VALLEY STREAM, New York   September 10, 2014 – The Valley Stream Historical Society is kicking off their 

fall season with a special presentation about Fosters Meadow.    Raymond Hoeffner will discuss the 1850s 

German farming community on Wednesday, September 17th, from 7:15 pm – 9:00 pm, at the Valley Stream 

Community Center at Arthur J. Hendrickson Park.   

 

Fosters Meadow encompasses present-day north and southwest Valley Stream, Rosedale, Elmont, 

Laurelton, Springfield Gardens, Cambria Heights, and Franklin Square. 

  

 Mr. Raymond Hoeffner, a descendent of Philip Hoeffner, an early Fosters Meadow settler, has been 

exploring the area and his family’s roots for many years.  Through his years of research, he has met many other 

descendants of the original Fosters Meadow farming families.   The descendants combined their efforts and 

became associated with the Franklin Square Historical Society, where they established The Fosters Meadow 

Heritage Center.  They also created a website for all things Fosters Meadow at www.fostersmeadow.com.   The 

website contains an in-depth collection of photographs, documents, and historical information.    

 

The Valley Stream Historical Society, together with the Fosters Meadow Heritage Center, is committed 

to preserving and presenting the community’s history and heritage.  Please join us for a very special evening and 

learn more about this agrarian mid-nineteenth century Valley Stream community.    It’s a great opportunity to 

meet other members and to celebrate our hometown. 

 

The Community Center is located behind Arthur J. Hendrickson Park, located at 123 West Merrick Road.  

Once inside the parking lot, take the road to the left of the building and follow the signs to the Community 

Center.  The lecture is open to the public and refreshments will be served.  Admission is free, but donations are 

welcome.  For more information, call (516) 872-4159, or email vshistorical@gmail.com. To access the historical 
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society’s web site, click on the Village Departments link on the home page of the Village of Valley Stream’s 

website, www.vsvny.org. Please also visit us on Facebook, “Valley Stream of Yesteryear,” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/valleystreamofyesteryear. 

 

#   #   # 

 
Valley Stream Historical Society  
 

The Valley Stream Historical Society, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, was formed in 1973. The Society holds monthly meetings and 
hosts programs relating to the history of Valley Stream and Long Island in its home at the Pagan-Fletcher Restoration. The Society 
publishes "Panorama," a monthly newsletter.  In 2000, the New York State Board of Regents granted the Valley Stream Historical Society 
its Absolute Charter.  Annual dues are $15 per individual, $20 per family and $25 per business.   
 
Pagan-Fletcher Restoration    
 

The Pagan-Fletcher Restoration is located at 143 Hendrickson Avenue Valley Stream, NY 11580.  Robert and Ellen Pagan, Scottish 
immigrants, built their farmhouse on the property in the 1840s.  The house was occupied by other Pagan-related families (Boyds, 
Fletchers, Fairchilds) up until the 1940s.  In 1977, the Village of Valley Stream authorized the purchase of the house and entered into a 
lease with the Valley Stream Historical Society. The Raustein Gas Station (originally located on Corona Avenue) and a Columbia Aircraft 
hangar emblem (originally located at Curtiss Field) were both relocated to the Restoration.  The house, now a local history museum, is on 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
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